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More work done around the church!  Beautiful 

new entrance porch at the back of the church 

and garden in front of the chapel window. Thank 

you to everyone who helped out with these 

projects; and same hope as last week, lets just get 

the church doors open again for worship so folks 

can enjoy all the hard work any maybe we could 

use the font outside !  

Mark+ 



A Saint John’s 200
th
 Anniversary Historical Moment 

by Clyde Carruthers 

 

More About Duke’s Rock 
 
During the past few weeks I visited our church’s cemetery several times to have a good look 
at some of the historic headstones. 
 
While there I talked with several of our parishioners about a wide variety of topics. Two 
people in particular, Leighton Spicer and Val Clarke, had more to tell me about Duke’s 
Rock. 
 
Lloyd told me that the Reverend Granville Nelson “Duke” Standish had been asking him for 
some time to take the huge boulder from where it was resting in the cemetery behind the old 
church and move it to the front of the church. This was at some point in the mid 1970’s. 
Both Val and Lloyd told me that the Reverend wanted to make the huge erratic glacial 
boulder into a fountain! Now that was an ambitious project! 
 

 
 
So, after the Reverend had asked Lloyd at least half a dozen times, he and a few of his 
buddies eventually did drag the boulder from where it had sat for 10,000 years or more in 
the cemetery to the front of the church. Lloyd told me that the Reverend liked telling 
everyone that the soon-to-be-a-fountain boulder was moved using a toboggan! 
 
Anyway, the boulder never was made into a fountain. The Reverend Standish was, however, 
honoured with a plaque attached to the rock. Maybe Duke’s Rock can still be made into a 
fountain someday. 
 
 
 



 
 
Many of you will likely remember the story in an earlier newsletter about Ernest Willie 
Neal-Boy Scout (1917-1930) and how he was buried in our church’s cemetery in 1930 after 
drowning in the F.H. Leslie Municipal Pool on September 1, 1930, the day before the first 
day of school. I like to think that he was a member of a Boy Scout Troop at our church at 
the time. What made me think this is a photo I saw in the 150th Church Anniversary Booklet 
(1820-1970). 
 



 

 
 
This photo was taken at our church in the 1960’s. I’ll bet that there are parishioners out 
there who recognize a few of these faces. Is that Reverend Standish on the far right? Of 
course Ernest Willie Neal, who died over 30 years earlier, is not in this photo. However, I 
like to think that Ernest, had he lived, could have easily been in this photo as the scout 
leader. 
 
Headstone Inscriptions to Ponder (from our St. John’s Cemetery) 
 
ERECTED/ IN/ memory of/ GEO. NESS of Sprockston/ in Yorkshire England/ 
was killed by a fall from / a horse on the 7th of Aug. 1836/ Aged 28 years 
 
IN MEMORY/ ARTHUR/ SECOND SON OF/ FRANCIS CLARKE/ & 
HENRIETTA/ MEWBURN-Died Sept. 17, 1867 in New York/ City from an 
accidental gunshot/ wound in the 22nd year of his life 
 
EMMA MARY/ eldest daughter of the late/ W.J. CHING ESQ./ of the Midd 
Temple. She died at Niagara Falls July 8th 1866/ during a journey undertaken for 
recreation/ after arduous work among the poor in London 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sunday Worship for the 6
th
 Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Call to Worship  (inspired by Matthew 11: 28-30) 
 

If you are tired from carrying heavy burdens,  
come to me and I will give you rest.  
Take the yoke I give you.  
Put it on your shoulders and learn from me. 
I am gentle and humble, and you will find rest.  
This yoke is easy to bear, and this burden is light. 

 
Christ calls us to come to worship 
To rest from the things that are troubling us 
To learn what Christ can teach of life 
To realise what we can offer to others 
And so to return into the world to serve 
Let us worship God. Amen. 

 

~ posted on the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa, New Zealand. 

http://www.presbyterian.org.nz/ 

Collect of the Day 

Ancient Gardener, 

your holy word is planted in our hearts 

as good seed in fertile soil. 

So nurture us 

that we may bear fruit abundantly. Amen. 

 

Isaiah 55:10-13 

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until 

they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the 

sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it 

shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and 

succeed in the thing for which I sent it. For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in 

peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees 

of the field shall clap their hands. Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall be to the LORD for a 

memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

http://www.presbyterian.org.nz/


Psalm 65:1-8, 9-13 

65:1 Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion; and to you shall vows be performed, 

 

65:2 O you who answer prayer! To you all flesh shall come. 

 

65:3 When deeds of iniquity overwhelm us, you forgive our transgressions. 

 

65:4 Happy are those whom you choose and bring near to live in your courts. We 

shall be satisfied with the goodness of your house, your holy temple. 

 

65:5 By awesome deeds you answer us with deliverance, O God of our salvation; you 

are the hope of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest seas. 

 

65:6 By your strength you established the mountains; you are girded with might. 

 

65:7 You silence the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, the tumult of the 

peoples. 

 

65:8 Those who live at earth's farthest bounds are awed by your signs; you make the 

gateways of the morning and the evening shout for joy. 

 

65:9 You visit the earth and water it, you greatly enrich it; the river of God is full of 

water; you provide the people with grain, for so you have prepared it. 

 

65:10 You water its furrows abundantly, settling its ridges, softening it with showers, 

and blessing its growth. 

 

65:11 You crown the year with your bounty; your wagon tracks overflow with 

richness. 

 

65:12 The pastures of the wilderness overflow, the hills gird themselves with joy, 

 

65:13 the meadows clothe themselves with flocks, the valleys deck themselves with 

grain, they shout and sing together for joy. 

Glory be to God our Maker, to Jesus the Christ and to the Holy Spirit who dwells in 

our midst both now and forever.  Amen.  

  

 



Romans Chapter 8, Verses 1 to 11 

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the 

law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of 

death. For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by 

sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he 

condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled 

in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who 

live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who 

live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind 

on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this 

reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God's 

law--indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

 

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in 

you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 

But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life 

because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells 

in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also 

through his Spirit that dwells in you.  

 

 Matthew Chapter 13 Verses:1-9, 18-23 

 

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea.  Such great crowds 

gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd 

stood on the beach.  And he told them many things in parables, saying: "Listen! A 

sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds 

came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have 

much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the 

sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. Other 

seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell 

on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 

Let anyone with ears listen!" 

 

"Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom 

and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the 

heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this 

is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 

 



yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or 

persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 

As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the 

cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 

But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 

understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in 

another sixty, and in another thirty." 

 

 

 

A Sermon for the 6
th
 Sunday after Pentecost 

by The Rev. Dr. Amy Richter 

 
Jesus has such a heart for his church.  In this parable and its explanation, he’s not 

only addressing his first disciples but, as with all scripture, he’s addressing us too.  This 
parable could be a way to get us to do a little soil sampling of our hearts, a little analysis to 
see what kind of ground we are for seed-reception. This parable could be an invitation to ask 
ourselves, how can we make the soil of our hearts more fertile, more ready to receive the 
seed that is the word of the kingdom? How can we be the good soil so we can produce grain 
a hundredfold, and be part of a great agricultural ripple effect that makes more and more 
seed, that can be sown near and far and take root in places we may never dream of?  How 
can we clear our little patch of ground of stones and be strengthened to endure even 
persecution for the sake of the gospel?  How can we root out the thorns of worldly 
busyness, worry, self-interest, pettiness, and greed, so the word of the kingdom can abide 
with us, settle deep in us, make a home in us, and bear fruit? These are good questions, and 
if being good soil is the goal, there is help for us. 

 
Gardeners and farmers tell us that soil that is good for planting has particular 

characteristics: good soil has a lot of humus—decayed material like grass roots and leaves—
that encourages good nutrients, good drainage and good aeration. Good soil has room for 
water and air to move through it and get to seeds and plant roots. And although it seems like 
it’s just an inert substance, good soil is full of life.  For instance, earthworms burrow through 
soil, carrying away dead matter and taking needed material from the surface of the soil down 
deep where it can decompose and make more rich humus.  In some places, good soil for 
planting exists because fire has burned off saplings, preventing forests from growing. 
 

So good soil seems to be the result of letting some stuff go, die even, perhaps getting 
burned away and allowing room for life-promoting organisms to do their work.  The same 
may be said of our hearts.  To be receptive to the word of the kingdom, we may need to let 
some old, false ideas go, die even.  To let idols go or have them taken from us may feel as 

https://episcopalchurch.org/library/author/rev-dr-amy-richter


painful as having them burned away, but letting them become compost may be the first step 
in making healthier soil.  Letting in life-promoting, wholeness-producing understandings of 
Jesus and the true nature of God’s reign can turn worthless clay into soil good for 
planting.  We can be the good soil in which seeds take root and grow into healthy, seed-
bearing grain. Who wouldn’t want to be part of making God’s bumper crop of growth and 
new life? 
 

But perhaps Jesus has another good word for us in this parable: not just 
exhortation—come on, be good, soil!—but  explanation and reassurance that has to do with 
the sower rather than the soil.  Perhaps Jesus has an invitation for us to be sowers and not 
just soil. For the early Church, for those in whom the word of the kingdom initially took 
root and brought healing, peace, and joy, there was still a conundrum:  why doesn’t everyone 
who hears the word believe?  Why is what is so plain to us so imperceptible to others?  Why, 
when we can say, “Jesus is Lord,” even at the risk of our lives, don’t others get it?  What’s 
wrong here? 
 

We may wonder some of the same things.  Faith in Jesus is important to us.  We go 
to church.  We’re here listening to this sermon. Why isn’t everyone?  Why are we the 
minority in our community, showing up, giving, serving, while all around us there are people 
who choose sports or coffee or sleep over what makes sense to us?  Why are churches 
getting smaller or struggling?  Is there something wrong with the word?  Is the seed not what 
we thought it was? Are we wasting our time?  Is there something else we should let take root 
in our hearts? Keeping soil good for planting can be hard work sometimes, and we want to 
know, is it worth it?  Did the sower get it wrong? 
 

To the first disciples, to the early Church, to us, Jesus says, there is nothing wrong 
with the seed.  The sower is dependable.  But here’s what happens when the seed falls on 
different kinds of ground.  Trust the sower.  Trust the seed.  Be good soil. 
 

Be good soil, but take a clue from the sower too. The sower’s approach to sowing is 
carefree, to say the least. The sower flings seed willy-nilly as he goes, with seeming disregard 
for where the seed will end up.  Shouldn’t the precious seed be saved for careful deposit in 
some meticulously prepared narrow furrow where it has a better chance of germination and 
survival?  Not with this sower.  To this sower, it’s as if the seed is so precious, he can’t hold 
on to it—it has to be shared.  To hold onto the seed would be to squander it.  This sower’s 
method seems to be to fling the seed as he goes, letting it land where it will, and keep going. 
This sower covers a lot of ground, not sticking to one pathway or field or territory.  The 
point, for this sower, is to sow.  So he does. 
 

What if Jesus’ word for us has as much to do with the sower as the soil?  The sower 
is often taken to be God or Jesus, and that’s a good analogy.  God in Jesus flung the seed of 
the word of the kingdom wherever he went, and it found good soil in some places where 
others thought nothing good or holy could grow.  God in Jesus never said a word about 
some people deserving to hear good news and others not, although he did suggest once that 



a fig tree that sounds a lot like a group of people might benefit from a heaping application of 
compost (Luke 13:6-9).  Jesus sowed the word of the kingdom, wherever he went.  He 
himself was even buried like a seed in the soil, and from that sowing, God brought forth an 
unimaginable harvest. 
 

But in the explanation of the parable, Jesus doesn’t say, “I am the sower.”  He just 
says that the sower sows the word, wherever the sower is, wherever the sower goes, and 
sometimes the word gets snatched away by the devil, and sometimes people fall away 
because the following is costly and risky, and sometimes the cares of the world choke the 
word, and sometimes, sometimes, the word bears a ridiculously abundant harvest. 
 

What if Jesus is not only saying to be good soil, to be open and receptive, to let dead 
and death-dealing ideas die, and to welcome all that is holy and life-giving to make room and 
a hospitable reception for the word?  What if Jesus is also saying, “Sow!”  Don’t worry about 
whether you think the soil you’re walking over is good or bad, receptive or not.  Don’t be 
saving up seed for the places you think will be the most fertile.  This seed is so precious, it 
has to be shared, and there’s plenty more seed where that came from.  Not every bit of 
fruitful sowing is going to happen in the tidy rows of our pews, although by God’s grace it 
can happen even there. 

 
There is so much seed to be sown.  Fling it.   

Toss it. 
   Share it.   

Get out there. Sow. 

A Testimony of Faith 

 
Into the silence of the void the Creator spoke,  
and the world came into being.  
The Word of God in the vastness brought light from darkness,  
matter from nothing,  
flesh from dust, 
life from lifelessness. 
 
In the quiet of a small town in Palestine  
the Word of God came to us.  
Even though of one being with the Creator,  
Jesus our Christ, taking on human form, was born,  
lived and walked among us,  
speaking the words of life.  
He was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He rose from the dead and speaks to us today.  
He is the one who saves us from ourselves. 

 
 



In the stillness of our souls the Spirit of God,  
who is one with the Creator and the Christ,  
whispers the Word,  
and calls us back to the Creator,  
back to the Christ,  
back to the wholeness of everlasting life  
in the unity of the Creator, Christ and Spirit. 

 
~ from Ash Wednesday (Silence) written by Lisa Frenz for  

 Mt. Carmel Evangelical Lutheran Church in Portland, Oregon. 
Copyright © 2007 Lisa Frenz. All Rights Reserved. Used with permission." 

 
 
 

Prayers of the People 

Repenting and Lamenting in Times Like These 
 

You are the God who hears: 
hear our prayer today for all who lament or repent. 

 
For those among us who face discrimination every day 
because of their skin colour, 
we lament. 

 
For those among us with white skin who benefit 
from racist systems sometimes even without realizing it, 
we repent. 

 
For those among us who have struggled and waited so long 
for the Promised Land of freedom and equality, 
we lament. 

 
 
For those among us who have acted in racist ways 
and have hurt people of colour,  
we repent. 

 
For those protesting injustice who face police brutality 
and a justice system rigged against them, 
we lament. 

 
For those who think racism is someone else’s problem, 
and not a problem for humanity, 
we repent. 



 
God of hope, show us how to work for justice together, 
standing up for what is right, 
stepping in when something's wrong, 
shouldering each other’s burdens, 
holding each other accountable, 
righting the wrongs we’ve done, 
speaking truth to power. 
 
In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the Anglican Church of Papua New 
Guinea, The Most Revd Allan Migi - Archbishop of Papua New Guinea; 
 
For our Bishops Linda our Primate, Mark our National Indigenous Archbishop, 
Anne our Metropolitan, and Susan our Bishop;  
 
In the Diocese of Niagara, we pray for Grace Church, Arthur, the Reverend Dr. 
Shirley Christian, Rector and the people of that parish; 
 
For all the clergy and people who share in the ministry of St. John’s.  
 
Today we pray for the following people and their families:  Karen James & Linda 
Knight, Gail Jeacock, Gary Jenkinson & Carol Aubin, Gladys Johnston, Shannon 
Johnston & AlainPoulsen. 
 
And in our community we give thanks and pray for those who volunteer and offer 
leadership to the Breakfast Club. 
 
We remember those who are close to us, for those who are ill:  Lucas, Maria, Kelly-
Lynne, Michelle + Karen, Jan, Aisling, Helen, Bev, Kathy, Adam, Wendy & Gary, 
Maryse, Gary, Cassandra & Max, Shirley, Lee, Mary, Barb, Mylee, Betty, Patti, David, 
the Guerin family the Sorley family, baby Parker, Betty, Margaret, Janice, Pat, 
Michael, and for others who need our prayers, … we pray for healing and peace for 
these and all who need your presence and rest this day. 

 
We pray for change, lasting change, 
for protection for protesters, 
for a de-escalation of violence 
and for government leaders who listen. 

 
Deliver us from evil, within and without, 
in Jesus' name we pray, Amen 

 
~ written by Carol Penner and posted on Leading in Worship. 

https://carolpenner.typepad.com/leadinginworship/  

https://carolpenner.typepad.com/leadinginworship/


A Lord’s Prayer 

 
Jesus Prayer 

(inspired by Matthew 6: 9-13) 
 

Eternal Spirit, Father and Mother of us all, 
Holy is your name. 

 
Let justice and mercy fill all Creation 

and let us recognize 
that every thought and thing belongs to you. 

 
Feed us with the bread we need for today. 

Forgive our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Stand with us in trial and temptation. 

Free us from the grip of all that is evil. 
 

For you alone are creating our universe, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
— from the Seekers Church, a Christian community  

in the tradition of the Church of the Saviour.   
 
 

Blessing & Dismissal 

 
Go now as those raised with Christ, 
wondering at God’s great love 
and telling the story of your salvation. 
Be on your guard against all kinds of greed 
and set your minds on the ways of heaven. 
 
And may God reach out to you and nourish you; 
May Christ Jesus renew you in the image of your creator; 
And may the Holy Spirit lead you with cords of kindness and love. 
 
We go in peace to love and serve the Lord, 
...In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

http://www.seekerschurch.org/liturgies/200501.htm


 
 

 

BIRTHDAY THIS WEEK: 

 

Aidan McIntosh and Avery-Rose Tucker 
– both on July 17 

 

Happy Birthday  

Aidan & Avery-Rose !  

 

 

 
JUSTmusings from the  
Justice and Outreach Office of the Diocese of Niagara  
 
Dear Justice Seekers, 
 
Last week I took part in the first session of anti-Black racism training by Mending the 
Chasm, about Early Learnings and Socialization. The goal was to increase our understanding 
of the historical roots of anti-Black racism, and the intersectionality of oppressions. This 
week will be about unpacking white supremacy culture and structures. In sessions three and 
four, there will be more small group work with opportunities to meaningfully engage in a 
safe space for dialogue and questions with participants and facilitators about this work and 
the relative contexts. 
 
 



 
While I appreciated the input last week, I also find the preparatory reading list helpful. I am 
sharing a few of these links for your self-education efforts in this essential area. The 
statement from the bishops at the General Synod on anti-Black racism make it clear, "Our 
own house is not in order." They call on each  us to renew our commitment 
to confronting racism on a daily basis. 
"The Anglican Church of Canada has committed itself to confronting racism in its 
own life and to acknowledging the place of racism and colonialism in our own 
nation. That commitment needs to be renewed daily." 
 
With that in mind and heart, I offer you the following options for reading this week. 
 
1) Read the Episcopal statement confronting racism from June 8, signed by all 
Bishops including Bishop Susan Bell. 
 
2) "Yes, Canada, we have an anti-Black racism problem; read this article from the Globe and 
Mail.  
 
3) Watch this National Film Board documentary, "Journey to Justice," which pays tribute to 
a group of Canadians who took racism to court. 
 
As always, feel free to contact me at the coordinates below to discuss any of the justice 
issues important to you. Until next time, have a great and just week! 
 

Deirdre Pike 

 
deirdre.pike@niagaraanglican.ca 
 
905-527-1316, ext. 470 
 

Rev’d. Mark or Val can e-mail you the original e-mail 
 which has links to the articles mentioned above 

 if you’d like to read / watch any of them. 
 
 

mailto:deirdre.pike@niagaraanglican.ca

