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The Gathering of the Community 

Presider: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with you all. 

People  And also with you. 
 
One  The Words God speaks are the life and sustenance of all that exists. 
 
One The life Jesus gives is the re-creation and renewed birth of all that is broken 

and worn. 
 
One The Spirit’s stirring in our souls is the inspiration for creativity, compassion, 

joy, and community. 
 
All Life-giving, life-restoring, life-fulfilling God; may our whole lives be 

worship. In all things, may we seek to connect with and to reflect your 
love and your hope to the world. Amen. 

 
~ posted on The Minor Keys.  

http://theminorkeys.blogspot.ca/   

Hymn  

 

The Collect of the Day 

 

Presider  Let us pray together 
  
All  Mighty God, 
  to you belong the mysteries of the universe. 
  You transform shepherds into kings, 
  the smallest seeds into magnificent trees, 
  and hardened hearts into loving ones. 
  Bless us with your life-giving Spirit, 
  re-create us in your image, 
  and shape us to your purposes, 
  through Jesus Christ. Amen. 
   

 
 
 

 
 

http://theminorkeys.blogspot.ca/


The Liturgy of the Word 

 
First Reading  1 Samuel 15:34 - 16:13 
 
Psalm   20 
Psalm Refrain  The Lord gives victory to his anointed.  
 
Second Reading 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, (11-13), 14-17 
 
Gospel  Mark 4:26-34 
 

 

A Sermon for the 3
rd
 Sunday after Pentecost 

 
After a long and really fine life my Dad died this past weekend. So you can 

imagine that the line from the second reading this morning hit home. To quote Paul 
directly; “everything old has passed away!”  

 
As I think about my Dad dying in a funny way my childhood has ended – I 

know 62 years of childhood is a long time – I’m lucky and I know it. But still; 
everything old, even my childhood has now passed away, and I wonder about the new 
thing God is going to do in my life now. The great gift my Dad passed on to me is 
faith.  And you have to like what Paul has to say this morning about faith.  

 
In his second letter to the church in Corinth, Paul writes of what it means to 

live in Christ. And for Paul it means everything has changed. No longer do we regard 
things from a human point of view; it’s like putting on a new pair of glasses—the 
“Christ-lenses” clarify and correct our vision, and we see the world and each other 
from a Godly point of view. And part of this Godly point of view is recognizing that 
everything has changed. Already. In Christ, we are a new creation. Paul’s enthusiasm 
and hopefulness prompted me to reflect on how we humans tend to view change and 
transition, verses how God views it.  

 
Truth is, if we are to be honest, most of us step forward into change with fear, 

and doubt, and hesitancy, God invites us to embrace change with hope, and promise, 
and assurance. In Christ, there is a new creation. Everything old is passing away, see 
everything has become new!  

 
 
 

about:blank#psalm_reading


So, I want to talk about some images that represent ways of old things passing 
away and becoming new. And how regarding change from a Godly point of view 
invites us into a posture of trust when the life we know is passing away. Because new 
life is always waiting.  

 
The first image is of shedding skin, like a lizard or a snake. This kind of passing 

away involves losing or shedding something in order for new life to be revealed. Have 
you ever seen a snake shed its skin? It’s really quite fascinating. For snakes, the skin 
often comes off all in one piece, like a sock. They will slither around rocks or brush to 
help remove the old skin shell, and lo and behold, shiny, colorful, new skin is already 
waiting underneath. Snakes shed their skin to allow them to grow (their skin doesn’t 
expand with them like human skin does), and it also allows the snake to remove 
parasites or damage affecting their skin. Snakes make shedding skin look easy and 
painless.  

 
Not so much for we humans, when we are shedding parts of ourselves it can be 

rather uncomfortable or even painful, perhaps especially if we aren’t so sure we want 
to shed our skin in the first place. Do you have parts of you you’re hoping to shed?  
Maybe you’d like to shed a bad reputation, or a hot temper, or a relationship that has 
become toxic. Or maybe you feel like the skin that constricts you and won’t expand is 
depression or addiction, and you yearn for that skin and all its parasites and damage to 
detach and finally slide off.  
 

It could even be the case that the thing to shed is something good you’d rather 
cling to, be it a person or community or a job. Old snake-skin is not inherently good 
or bad, it has just lost its usefulness or is preventing the new skin from appearing. The 
promise of Christ revealed in the snake, is that the skin sheds to make room for 
growth, and that the new life is already there just under the surface, ready and waiting 
to be revealed.  
 

So, if you are, like me, in a place where God is inviting you to grow but your 
current skin is holding you back, God may be prodding you to slither and slink and 
wriggle that skin away and hold fast to the promise of the bright skin underneath, 
ready to take you to the place God is leading.  

 
The other image I want to share is the image of snow. After all which one of us 

didn’t pine just a wee bit for a cold snowy day this week during the heat and humidity 
we got to enjoy.  The kind of passing away that snow brings to mind is more of a 
subtle change, one that includes covering and nourishing before new life is revealed. 
One of my very favorite things in the winter months is when the heavens open, 
especially after I’ve gone to bed, and I wake up to the earth covered in sparkling white 



snow. And for me it always feels like magic—it is nearly impossible to not be excited.  
And I don’t really like snow all that much but on a cold winter’s day fresh snow is 
pretty much a miracle. Whatever ugliness or muddiness had been present the night 
before is now erased under the magic layer of soft white crystals. And the world is 
pretty much silent. It is no wonder that both the prophet Isaiah and the psalmist refer 
to sins being made white as snow (Psalm 51:7 and Isaiah 1:18), because a fresh snow 
envelops and brightens and makes beautiful whatever is underneath.  
 

But the cool thing is that the work of snow doesn’t stop there. Snow doesn’t 
simply cover over the old world, erasing it so it is never seen again. The snow melts 
and is absorbed into the earth, nourishing the ground and ensuring that the hard earth 
of winter will warm and soften and that the seeds underneath will be readied to burst 
from the earth with new life. The winter snow under the light of the sun feeds the 
ground and leads to a transformed spring landscape of fresh green and flowers and 
resurrection. This too is a hopeful image of things passing away. In part because what 
lies underneath the snow isn’t simply erased or lost, but the landscape underneath is 
changed by its encounter with snow.  

 
I wonder if any of us have parts of our journey or parts of our lives we actually 

wish could be erased or lost? Like me you may crave a big cosmic eraser to simply 
undo a series of bad choices, or painful memories. But the gift of God in the image of 
snow is more interesting than that.  
 

This image says “in the economy of God, nothing is lost or wasted, but 
everything can be transformed.” So, you may wish that big boulder of heartache 
would just roll on down the mountain or stay forever buried under the snow, but 
Jesus’s promise of new life says, “this boulder will not be erased, but it will be 
replaced with grass and flowers and moss, so that when people come alongside, they 
won’t just see your pain, but they’ll discover in you compassion and understanding 
and wisdom.” 
  

So, if you are in a situation where you wish parts of your life could be erased, 
remember the promise of snow, which gently covers and then slowly seeps to nourish 
and awaken the new life God has already planted in you.  

 
These images of the shedding of skin and the falling of snow, are without 

doubt,  images of promise and hope. They fundamentally remind us that every ending 
contains hope for a new beginning. This includes death, which Jesus has overcome. 
When we are in Christ, wearing our “Christ-lenses,” we no longer see from a human 
point of view, but instead with the eyes of God.  



And with this vision we can know that we need not fear change, because change was 
woven into the fabric of creation by our creator, and change opens the way for new 
life and new hope and new growth. Christ is in the readying of new skin when it’s 
time to grow and shed your old skin. Jesus is like the snow that seeps into the 
landscape of your life to transform all things for his good purposes.  
 

The best thing that faith has taught me, the best gift my dad ever gave me, has 
been to believe that the best is yet to come. Or as I read a little while ago on a social 
media post. “If it’s not good it’s not the end, because the end is always good.”  My 
gratitude for my dad’s life far outweighs my grief.  To God all I can say is thank you; I 
won the lottery when it comes to Dad’s. Thank you for his faithfulness and for the 
new life he helped me trust in, and that I know to my core he now enjoys. 
 

I have done a lot of funerals in 25 plus years of serving the church I’ve seen a 
lot of grief.  I’ve seen what it is like to grieve without faith – it doesn’t look like fun or 
like Jesus. There is always lots to grieve when change comes our way.  But my 
goodness as people of faith we should never fear it. Change like life itself can be a 
beautiful miracle.  Just depends on how we look at St. Paul might say to us.   
 

As our province re-opens and we experience the post lock down world, of all 
people we can look forward with hope and confidence in the new life of Christ that 
God is dreaming up for us.  As Paul wrote it; “if anyone is in Christ, there is a new 
creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!”   
 

So, lets bask in that newness for awhile.  The smell of a new car or of a baby 
just a few days old.  The memories of a new house, or a new job that went better than 
we could have dreamed.  The joy of a new discovery of something important that we 
just learned to master.  The list goes on. We all love what is new.   
 

And here is the thing – that’s precisely the gift God wants to give us.  Today, 
tomorrow and every day and even on the day we die.  God promises to do a new 
thing. 

 
And that sounds like life to me – I couldn’t ask for better.  Amen.   
  

Hymn 

 

 

 

 



An Affirmation of Faith        

  

Almost a Creed 
(inspired by Psalm 20) 

 
Do we believe? 

Yes, in spite of ourselves, we do believe! 
 

While some follow fad and fashion, 
changing with the seasons in Paris, London and New York, 

we follow the man from Nazareth. 
 

While some put their hope in a big lotto win, 
or chase profits at no matter what cost to family, 

we put our hope in loving one another as our Christ has loved us. 
 

While some may give in to a sophisticated cynicism, 
or some fall into apathy or despair, 

we put out faith in the God who has given us his only true son. 
 

While some may boast of their superior education, 
culture, race, or living standard, 

we boast in the self-giving of that Son on a Cross. 
 

While some try to justify themselves by prizing fame or power, 
or by claiming superior morals, 

we allow the grace of our Lord to Jesus to be our best prize. 
 

Because of Jesus, 
yes, we believe in the living God 

by whose Holy Spirit all things are open to change and renewal. 
And that includes us and the church, 

thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 

— written by Bruce Prewer, and posted on Bruce Prewer’s Home 
Page.  http://www.bruceprewer.com/ 

 

http://www.bruceprewer.com/


Prayers of the People               
 
One Let us offer our prayers to the source of all love and life, saying;  
 “Lord, hear our prayer.” 
 
 Merciful God, we pray for all people of faith. 

May we learn to celebrate you in our differences,  
and see in one another your presence and worth. 
 

All  “Lord, hear our prayer.” 
 
One  We pray for the Church; 
 
  In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the Church of Nigeria; 

For our Bishops Linda our Primate, Mark our National Indigenous 
Archbishop, Anne our Metropolitan, and Susan our Bishop; 

 
In the Diocese of Niagara, we pray for  Grace Church, Milton, the Reverend 
Karine Snowdon, Rector, the Reverend Nina Page, Deacon, the Reverend 
Mark Curtis, Honorary Assistant, the Reverend Canon Dr. Mark McDermott, 
Honorary Assistant and the people of that parish; 

 
For all the clergy and people who share in the ministry of our parish. 

 
All  “Lord, hear our prayer.” 
 
One We pray for our community and all who live here, the poor and the rich, the 

elderly and the young, men and women, people of other faiths and other ways: 
that you will show your goodwill to all.  

 
All  “Lord, hear our prayer.” 
 
One We pray for the victims of our society and those who minister to them: 

remembering especially the family killed in London, Ontario this week, the 
215 children buried in unmarked graves in Kamloops, British Columbia, and 
all who have faced the hatred of others simply because of who God made 
them to be: that you will be their help and defence. 

 
All  “Lord, hear our prayer.” 
 
 
 
 



 
One  We pray for our community and parish remembering: 
 
  Lloyd & Diane Pepperall, Danielle Petrini, Jodi & Tom Quiring,  

Carolyn Robb. 
 

And in our community we give thanks and pray for those who volunteer and 
offer leadership to Scouts Canada. 

 
All  “Lord, hear our prayer.” 
 
One For all who are facing trials and difficulties, for those who are sick: 

  
In our parish prayers we remember:  Lucas, Maria, Kelly-Lynne, Jan, Aisling, 

Helen, Bev, Kathy, Adam, Wendy & Gary, Maryse, Shirley, Lee, Mary, Barb, 

Mylee, Betty, David, the Guerin family the Sorley family, Parker, Betty, Pat, 

Michael, Larry, Karen, Vicky, Carol, Rachel, Wally, Jane, Margaret, Wayne, 

Shelley, for all affected by Covid-19, and for others who need our prayers, … 

All  “Lord, hear our prayer.” 

One Grant a peaceful end and eternal rest to all who are dying, and your comfort 

to those who mourn: 

 For the repose of the soul of Fred Gladding, who died this past week. Rest 

eternal grant unto him, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon him. 

All “Lord, hear our prayer.” 

One Life-giving God, heal our lives, 

that we may acknowledge your wonderful deeds 

and offer you thanks from generation to generation 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Confession and Absolution 

 

Presider Dear friends in Christ, 
  God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; 
  God welcomes sinners 
  and invites us to his table. 
  Let us confess our sins, 
  confident in God’s grace and forgiveness. 
 

All  God of amazing love and unexpected grace, 
 

Open our eyes that we may see You 
especially in those times when we feel abandoned by You; 
Forgive us that we so easily allow circumstance to blind us 
to Your Presence. 

 

Touch our lives that we may know You 
especially in those times when we feel unable to cope; 
Forgive us that we too frequently mistrust Your power. 

 

Fill our hearts that we may become like You 
especially when Your message needs to be heard; 
Forgive us that we forget who we are: 
children of God with Your Spirit in us. 
 

— Copyright © John van de Laar, 

Presider Almighty God have mercy upon you, 
  Pardon and deliver you for all your sins, 
  Confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
  And keep you in eternal life; 
  Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

All  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Peace 

 
Presider:  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All:   And also with you. 
 

A bow or similar contactless action is offered to those present as a sign of peace. 

 

 

  

THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 

 

Offertory Hymn 

 

The Prayer over the Gifts 

 

All  God of reconciliation and forgiveness, 
The saving work of Christ has made our peace with you.  
May that work grow towards its perfection in all we offer you this day.  
We ask this in his name. 
Amen. 

 
Presider  The Lord be with you. 
All   And also with you. 
 
Presider   Lift up your hearts, 
All  We lift them to our God 
 
Presider  Let us give thanks to the Living God. 
All  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 
 



Presider  Great Creator, with wit and wisdom you formed the  
universe. In expectation, your Spirit brooded over all: the midwife of 
transformation.  

 
At your Word, the skies, the lakes, the lands and all life came to be. In you, all 
created things shared life with one another. In ceremony and song, dance and 
art, these relationships were portrayed and honoured by the first peoples of 
these lands. The plants, the trees, the creatures of the forest, lakes and air 
revealed your wonder and majesty. 
 
When we turned from you, connections were broken and creation suffered. 
Still, you continue to bring light from night, freedom from slavery, and life 
from death. 
 
Therefore, together with our ancestors in faith and with your beloved creation 
we sing: 

 

Sanctus (said by all) 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 
 
Presider: We praise you, Source of all, for the living Word: Jesus Born in poverty; 

a child refugee, a worker with his hands. Jesus gathered friends and taught and 
healed people. He freely shared our sorrow, joy and pain. 
In vulnerability, he showed power over sin and triumphed over death. 
 
On the night before Jesus died, he feasted with his friends. He took bread, 
gave thanks, broke it and gave it to them saying, “Take eat, this is my body 
which is given to you, do this to remember me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup and when he had given thanks, he gave it to his 
friends saying, 
“Drink this, all of you; this is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
the world for the forgiveness of sin.  Whenever you drink it, do this to 
remember me.” 
 
 



 
Entering the mystery of faith we call: 

 
People:  Come source of life. 
  Come, transforming Word. 
  Come, creator Spirit 
 
Presider: With his sacred presence unbounded by space and time, 
  we offer to you this bread and cup. 

Send your Breath of Life, like wind, blowing where it will, north, east, south, 
and west.  
 
May your Spirit brood over these gifts and all who feast at this table offering a 
foretaste of the eternal feast to come. 
May all who share your abundant gifts be made as one body and one holy 
people, joining in the offering of Jesus’ birth, life, death and resurrection for 
the reconciliation of all things.  
 
Reveal the unity of your Church and the mystery of our communion with our 
holy forebears and those yet to be born, that we may be guided in faith and 
walk gently on the earth.  
 
Glory and honour to our Triune God, dynamic of love, complete and perfect 
unity, now and in all ages. 

 
People:  Amen.  
 

 

 

 



The Lord’s Prayer 

 
Presider:  As our Saviour taught us, let us pray, 
 
All:   Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 
Presider: We break this bread for those who journey the  
   way of the Great Spirit, for those who follow the 

path of the Buddha, for our sisters and brothers 
of Islam, for Jewish People from whom we 
come, and for all those who walk the many 

   ways of faith. 
All:    Blessed be God for ever 
 
Presider:  We break this bread for the earth we have 

wasted, for those who have no bread, and for 
ourselves in our brokenness. 

All:   Blessed be God for ever. 
 
Presider:       These are the Gifts of God for the people of God 
All:   Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 



Invitation to Spiritual Communion 

 
Presider  Dear friends, 

I invite you in this moment, wherever you may be, 
to receive Christ, in communion with the saints, 
and the gathering of God’s people, unseen and yet present with us now. 
Many are made one. 
 

The following prayer is said by all, during this prayer the elements may be elevated, in offering to the people. 
 

Presider  We receive you Lord Jesus Christ, 
 
All  we welcome your presence in us, 

and together proclaim our love for you; 
with our hearts, minds, our souls and our strength, 
with the saints we worship you, 
with the angels we adore you, 
with your whole Church we proclaim your reign. 
Come to us, though many, 
and make us one in you. Amen. 
 

 

Prayers of Reception 

 

A time of silence should be kept to allow people to make their act of spiritual communion. Following this 
silence, the people physically present receive communion in one kind by taking the bread from the paten while 
the chalice remains covered upon the Altar. Finally, the Presider should reverently consume the wine. 
 

Any and all of the following prayers may be used by those making spiritual communion from afar. 
 
One:  I worship and adore you, Lord Jesus Christ, present in bread and wine, and present in 

your people, who are gathered in spirit. In this moment I join with them to receive 
you in my heart, and in our community. May you, enthroned on the altar, be now 
enthroned in my heart, may you, present in bread and wine, feed and renew my soul, 
may you, who gives yourself to us again, fill us with grace, and heavenly blessing. 
Even as I am fed, may my hunger for you and for your reign of justice and peace 
increase, that I may, with your Spirit, work for that day when your kingdom shall 
come on earth as it is heaven. Amen. 
 

Or 
 

 
 
 
 
 



One:  Come Lord Jesus and make in my heart your dwelling place and home. 
I seek to love you with all my heart, mind, soul and strength, and so, through your 
presence in bread and wine. I receive you afresh and praise you for you are my God. 
As you fill me, so may my love for you and for all your people, rise and overflow, that 
with joy and thanksgiving, I may serve you in the world you love. Amen. 

 
Prayers recommended for use by children: 
 
One:  Holy Jesus, thank you for loving us, and thank you for the holy bread and wine that 

reminds us that you are always with us. Come and live in our hearts, 
so we may know your love, and love others too. Amen. 

Or 
 
One:  Jesus, thank you that you are always with me, I pray that you would remind me to 

welcome you to share every day with me. Thank you for loving me. I want to say that 
I love you too. Amen. 

 

Prayer After Communion 

 
Presider:  Let us pray. 
 
  My sisters and brothers,  

today we have celebrated  
the glorious Mystery of Christ’s 
death and resurrection. 

All  Let us go forth, rejoicing in the knowledge  
that Jesus is alive. 
Alleluia! 

 
One  Today, we look to the future – 

to the new dawn of Heaven on Earth 
All  Let us go to live as people 

bathed in the fire of Pentecost. 
Alleluia! 

 
Presider Today, we remember the day when creation was made new, when God 

showed us our destiny. 
All  Let us go as people living in the knowledge 

that through the triumph of Jesus over death 
the gates of heaven are wide open! 
Alleluia!  

  

 



 

 

Closing Benediction  

 

Presider May the God of creation breathe on you, 
May the God of all life sustain you, 
May the God of all gods grant you forgiveness. 
 
Go into the rest of this day 
knowing your life has been touched by the triune God 
You are cleansed by the mercy of God 
You are surrounded by the love of Christ 
You are filled with the power of the Spirit. 

All  Amen. 
 

 

Dismissal 

 

One Go forth into the world, 
 Rejoicing in the power of our Triune God. 
All Thanks be to God. 

 

Closing Hymn  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Announcements. 
 
 
**Birthdays:     

Gill Tucker – June 13 
  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

The Readings for the 3
rd
 Sunday after Pentecost 

 
1 Samuel 15:34 - 16:13 
 
Then Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his house in Gibeah of Saul. Samuel did 
not see Saul again until the day of his death, but Samuel grieved over Saul. And the LORD 
was sorry that he had made Saul king over Israel. The LORD said to Samuel, "How long will 
you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil 
and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king 
among his sons." Samuel said, "How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me." And the 
LORD said, "Take a heifer with you, and say, 'I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.' 
Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for 
me the one whom I name to you." 
 
Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city 
came to meet him trembling, and said, "Do you come peaceably?" He said, "Peaceably; I 
have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice." 
And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. When they came, he 
looked on Eliab and thought, "Surely the Lord's anointed is now before the LORD." 
 



But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his 
stature, because I have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on 
the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart." Then Jesse called Abinadab, 
and made him pass before Samuel. He said, "Neither has the LORD chosen this one." 
Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, "Neither has the LORD chosen this one." 
Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, "The LORD has 
not chosen any of these." Samuel said to Jesse, "Are all your sons here?" And he said, "There 
remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep." And Samuel said to Jesse, "Send and 
bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here." He sent and brought him in. Now 
he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, "Rise and anoint 
him; for this is the one." Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the 
presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that 
day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
 
Psalm 20 
 
20:1 The LORD answer you in the day of trouble! The name of the God of Jacob protect 
you! 
 
20:2 May he send you help from the sanctuary, and give you support from Zion. 
 
20:3 May he remember all your offerings, and regard with favor your burnt sacrifices. Selah 
 
20:4 May he grant you your heart's desire, and fulfill all your plans. 
 
20:5 May we shout for joy over your victory, and in the name of our God set up our 
banners. May the LORD fulfill all your petitions. 
 
20:6 Now I know that the LORD will help his anointed; he will answer him from his holy 
heaven with mighty victories by his right hand. 
 
20:7 Some take pride in chariots, and some in horses, but our pride is in the name of the 
LORD our God. 
 
20:8 They will collapse and fall, but we shall rise and stand upright. 
 
20:9 Give victory to the king, O LORD; answer us when we call. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
2 Corinthians 5:6-10, (11-13), 14-17 
 
So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we 
are away from the Lord --for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we do have confidence, and 
we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So whether we are at 
home or away, we make it our aim to please him. For all of us must appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has been done in the 
body, whether good or evil. Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade 
others; but we ourselves are well known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to 
your consciences. We are not commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an 
opportunity to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast in 
outward appearance and not in the heart. For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we 
are in our right mind, it is for you. 
 
For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; 
therefore all have died. And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for 
themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them. From now on, therefore, we 
regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a 
human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a 
new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 
 
Mark 4:26-34 
 
Jesus also said, "The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, and 
would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know 
how. The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the 
head.  But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has 
come." 
 
He also said, "With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use 
for it?  It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the 
seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and 
puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade." 
 
With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; he did not 
speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples. 


