
 

May 21, 2020 
 
Dear Friends,  
 

     I hope this letter finds you all well and 
enjoying the beautiful change in the weather.  
Mother nature has finally blessed us with 
sunshine!    
 
    We continue to wait for direction on when and 
how we might gather again for worship.  With 
safety being the primary concern, it may be some 
time yet.   Our zoom coffee hours on Sunday 
mornings have a small dedicated attendance, if 
you haven’t had the opportunity to join us please 
consider it this week; the information to join is on 
the last page of this mailing.  
 
     I continue to uphold all of you in prayer may 
this season of social distancing be a fruitful time 
to be reminded of what matters most in our lives. 
And may God bless us all as we await the new 
‘normal’ life that awaits us in the future.  
 

Mark + 
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A St. John the Evangelist  

200
th
 Anniversary Historic Fact 

 
 

Did You Know About the Generosity 
of Captain Robert Henry Dee (1788-1833)? 

 
 
The following excerpt was taken from a book 
entitled The Niagara Portage Road by George A. 
Seibel and Olive M. Seibel, published by The City 
of Niagara Falls, Canada in 1990, pages 251 and 
252: 
 
Captain Robert Henry Dee, an aide-de-camp to 
Lieutenant-Governor Sir Peregrine, accompanied the 
Lieutenant-Governor when he came to live in his summer 
residence [in Niagara Falls near the rise where Mountain 
Road meets St. Paul Avenue.] Dee purchased property on 
the Portage Road, built a house and settled there with his 
wife, Elizabeth and children. He felt that there was a need 
for an Anglican Church in the northern part of Stamford 
Township and he donated a parcel of land for this purpose 
located on the east side of Portage Road, just north of the 
intersection with the road to St. David’s, present day St. 
Paul Avenue. 
 
The deed for this property, the present site of 
Old St. John’s Anglican Church, the cemetery and 
the present St. John’s was dated September 20, 
1820. 
 
Captain Dee, besides giving the land for the 
church and yard, also contributed 25 [British] 
pounds. 
 
 
 



No image is known to exist showing Captain 
Robert Henry Dee. However, one of the military 
uniforms he once owned is in the collection of 
The Niagara Falls Museum located on Ferry 
Street in Niagara Falls. 
 
 

 
 
Captain Robert Henry Dee died in 1833 at the 
age of 45 years and is buried, fittingly enough, in 
our St. John’s Anglican Cemetery. 
 

 
 
The following excerpt was taken from page 24 of 
“150 Years of Christian Witness, 1820-1970. 
Church of St. John the Evangelist (Stamford)-An 
Anniversary Booklet” 
 
St. John’s Anglican Church community honoured “the 
Liberality” of Captain Robert Henry Dee and his wife, 
Elizabeth around 1875 by installing a beautiful stained 
glass window, now known as the Dee window,” in the wall 
of the chapel facing Portage Road. This Dee window 
replaced the former “East window” that had been 
damaged by wind. 
 

A Call to Worship in the Easter Season 

 
We worship the God who inhabits our world 
and indwells our lives. 
We need not look up to find God, 
we need only to look around: 
   within ourselves,  
   beyond ourselves, 
   into the eyes of another. 
We need not listen for a distant thunder to find 
God, 
we need only listen to the music of life, 
   the words of children, 
   the questions of the curious, 
   the rhythm of a heartbeat. 
We worship the God who inhabits our world 
and who indwells our lives. 
 
 

~ posted on the Presbyterian Church USA website. 
https://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/peacemak

ing/pdf/mlk-resources.pdf    
 

 

A Prayer for Unity 

 

“My prayer for all of them is that they will be one…. 
Then the world will know that you sent me 

and will understand that you love them 
as much as you love me.” John 17:21, 23 

 

O God, we are one with you.  
You have made us one with you.  
You have taught us that if we are open to one 
another, you dwell in us.  
Help us to preserve this openness  
and to fight for it with all our hearts.  
 
Help us to realize that there can be no 
understanding where there is mutual rejection.  
O God, in accepting one another wholeheartedly, 
fully, completely, we accept you, and we thank 
you, and we adore you,  
and we love you with our whole being,  
because our being is in your being,  
our spirit is rooted in your spirit.  
 
 
 

https://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/peacemaking/pdf/mlk-resources.pdf
https://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/peacemaking/pdf/mlk-resources.pdf


Fill us then with love, and let us be bound 
together with love as we go our diverse ways,  
united in this one spirit which makes you present 
in the world, and makes you witness to the 
ultimate reality that is love. Love has overcome.  
Love is victorious.  

~ written by Thomas Merton  
(1915-1968) 

 

 

Acts of the Apostles Chapter 1 

Verses 6-14 

 

So when they had come together, they asked him, 
"Lord, is this the time when you will restore the 
kingdom to Israel?" He replied, "It is not for you 
to know the times or periods that the Father has 
set by his own authority. But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 
 
When he had said this, as they were watching, he 
was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 
sight. While he was going and they were gazing 
up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white 
robes stood by them. They said, "Men of Galilee, 
why do you stand looking up toward heaven? 
This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into 
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw 
him go into heaven." Then they returned to 
Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is 
near Jerusalem, a sabbath day's journey away. 
 
When they had entered the city, they went to the 
room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and 
John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and 
Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son 
of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas 
son of James. All these were constantly devoting 
themselves to prayer, together with certain 
women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as 
well as his brothers. 

 

Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 

 
Let God rise up, let his enemies be scattered; let 
those who hate him flee before him. 

As smoke is driven away, so drive them away; as 
wax melts before the fire, let the wicked perish 
before God. 
 
But let the righteous be joyful; let them exult 
before God; let them be jubilant with joy. 
 
Sing to God, sing praises to his name; lift up a 
song to him who rides upon the clouds--his name 
is the LORD-- be exultant before him. 
 
Father of orphans and protector of widows is 
God in his holy habitation. 
 
God gives the desolate a home to live in; he leads 
out the prisoners to prosperity, but the rebellious 
live in a parched land. 
 
O God, when you went out before your people, 
when you marched through the wilderness, Selah 
 
the earth quaked, the heavens poured down rain 
at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, at the 
presence of God, the God of Israel. 
 
Rain in abundance, O God, you showered 
abroad; you restored your heritage when it 
languished; 
 
your flock found a dwelling in it; in your 
goodness, O God, you provided for the needy. 
 
Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; sing 
praises to the Lord, Selah 
O rider in the heavens, the ancient heavens; 
listen, he sends out his voice, his mighty voice. 
 
Ascribe power to God, whose majesty is over 
Israel; and whose power is in the skies. 
 
Awesome is God in his sanctuary, the God of 
Israel; he gives power and strength to his people. 
Blessed be God! 
 
Glory be to God our Maker, to Jesus the Christ and to 
the Holy Spirit who dwells in our midst both now and 
forever.  Amen. 

 

 



The First Letter of Peter Chapter 4 

Verses 12-14; 5:6-11 

 
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal 
that is taking place among you to test you, as 
though something strange were happening to you. 
But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ's 
sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout 
for joy when his glory is revealed. If you are 
reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, 
because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of 
God, is resting on you. 
 
Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty 
hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due 
time. Cast all your anxiety on him, because he 
cares for you. Discipline yourselves, keep alert. 
Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil 
prowls around, looking for someone to devour. 
Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know 
that your brothers and sisters in all the world are 
undergoing the same kinds of suffering. And after 
you have suffered for a little while, the God of all 
grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in 
Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, 
and establish you. To him be the power forever 
and ever. Amen. 

 

The Gospel of John Chapter 17 

Verses 1-11 

 

After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up 
to heaven and said, "Father, the hour has come; 
glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 
 
since you have given him authority over all 
people, to give eternal life to all whom you have 
given him. And this is eternal life, that they may 
know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by 
finishing the work that you gave me to do. 
 
So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence 
with the glory that I had in your presence before 
the world existed. "I have made your name 
known to those whom you gave me from the 
world. They were yours, and you gave them to 
me, and they have kept your word. 

 
Now they know that everything you have given 
me is from you; for the words that you gave to 
me I have given to them, and they have received 
them and know in truth that I came from you; 
and they have believed that you sent me. 
 
I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on 
behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom 
you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are 
yours, and yours are mine; and I have been 
glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the 
world, but they are in the world, and I am coming 
to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name 
that you have given me, so that they may be one, 
as we are one. 
 

A Sermon for the Seventh Sunday of Easter 

  
  

Once long ago, on the death of his wife, a 
man decided to join a particularly austere 
monastic order. After placing his two young sons 
under the care of the monks, he spent two years 
as a novice.  Before allowing him to take final 
vows, the monks brought him to the drawbridge 
over the moat  which surrounding the monastery.  
At the same time they also brought out his two 
sons and threw them into the water.   
 
 If he had tried to save them from 
drowning he would have been judged lacking in 
the kind of love necessary to be a monk. That is, 
his particular love for his sons would have 
revealed that he was still in the grip of worldly 
attachments and therefore unsuited for monastic 
life. 
 
This story offends us.  We think the monk’s 
behavior cruel and inhuman.  Yet, in fact, we 
believe that God's love for this world is 
characterized by a similar impartiality. 
 
After all God does love us all. 
 
  
 
 



It is why we are offended by John's 
Gospel and it's suggestion that the world hates us.  
After all you and I get along just fine in this 
world, no one persecutes us for our beliefs or 
anything else for that matter, so we surely have 
no need for God's protection. And we rightly 
suspect the divine intervention some pray for to 
end Covid-19.  So we conclude that we don't 
need any special kind of love from God - we get  
along fine with an impartial God who loves us all. 
 
But what if John is right?  
 
   What if all we have done is create a God 
of our own making and a universal gospel that 
can be known separate from becoming a disciple 
of Jesus.  A liberal - all loving God - who is no 
more than the ultimate bureaucrat, treating all 
persons and cases fairly.  But you and I know that 
this can't be the case.  Because for all their 
fairness, bureaucrats cannot help being unjust 
because they are unable to see that the differences 
between us which make it impossible to treat us 
all equally. 
 
 Moreover, we also know that 
bureaucracies by their very nature make some 
people more equal than others.  So we seek ways 
to defend and manipulate our impartial god - 
believing that by doing so we are making God's 
bureaucracy, which we call the church, more 
humane - more like the world.    
 
 It’s no wonder the world doesn't hate us - 
were just not that much different from it.  In fact 
the world is beginning to think that its won and 
that we are irrelevant. Perhaps, more than ever we 
need to listen to John's message of a church that 
lives in opposition to the world. So, what of the 
impartial God that we desire so much.  In short, 
the God we find on the cross and resurrection 
does not love us impartially. 
 
   The God of Israel and Jesus loves us 
with a passionate particularity.   God loves Israel, 
God loves Jesus, and God loves the Church with 
a love of fierce intensity and particularity.   
 

God's love is no universal possibility always 
available in principal, but the love that comes 
through a specific history so that our individual 
importance is acknowledged.   
 
 God loves you and I in such a way that 
our lives - who we are and what we do - matter 
for God's life.  This is not a love that is open to 
our manipulation. God loves us with an 
unrelenting passion that promises to protect and 
transform each of us, making you and I capable 
of accepting God's love. And like all great loves, 
such love frightens us. 
 
  We live in the fear that we will somehow 
loose ourselves within God's love.  Yet, if we 
have the courage, just the opposite is true, for in 
God's love we discover our true selves and 
destiny.  In God's love we do not cease being 
who we are - but rather God's love of us only 
intensifies who we are as we are made so very 
precious in God's life that we are worthy of 
divine protection, and the prayers of his Son.  
God would have each of us citizens of The 
Kingdom, such that our difference might 
contribute to the beauty of that commonwealth.  
 
 So why then do we persist in resisting 
loving as God loves? Maybe, it’s just simpler to 
love impartially - after all impartial love protects 
us - we don't have to get involved with anyone if 
we love all people just the same.  Or maybe it is 
fear.   
 

Fear that if we love partially, then no one, 
not even God, will love those whom we cannot 
love. So, like the world - we choose to love 
impartially, and in the process not really love at 
all. But we are not of the world! 
 
   You and I are God's people.  We do 
believe that we can risk loving as passionately as 
God loves.  For we know that the love that God 
makes possible is no scarce resource which must 
be hoarded.  But is instead an abundant, and 
intense passion that the more often we exercise 
the more we discover that we indeed do have - 
the capacity to love.   



God does not ask us to be God, but simply to 
love one another with the same partiality that we 
find with the Jesus we heard in today’s Gospel.  
And to trust that God will use our partial loves to 
expand the kingdom.  
 
 Such love is not unlike the contrast of 
ballroom dancing with square dancing. Ballroom 
dancing is the dance of the world, - we dance only 
with our own kind. In the square dance, however, 
we start with our own and then from the intensity 
of that pairing we are sent out to others, to be 
sure not in the same way as with our primary 
partner, but nonetheless sent out. We are then 
rejoined with our partner, enriching the intensity 
of our original pairings.  
 
  Similarly, we are loved and protected by 
God, and as Jesus prays - we are sent out into the 
world.  And in the process of sharing with others, 
the love that God has first shared with us, the 
wonderful dance of God's kingdom becomes 
even more grand and beautiful. It is our 
willingness to love that separates us from the 
world.  And we learn this love in only one place - 
at the foot of the cross - and in the company of 
others - who like us have the courage to risk 
loosing themselves in God's great particular love. 
 
 This is of course the same love that make 
possible the meal that we share.  In the Eucharist 
we do not love one another impartially, but 
instead we come to celebrate God's particular 
love. Because, this is the love that makes possible 
a community that can risk, and even demand, that 
we learn to love one another in the manner that 
God has first loved us. In this feast we share not 
love in general but the particularity of our loves, 
trusting that through such loves God expands our 
souls, making you and I capable of welcoming the 
stranger 
 

You know the stranger, they are the men 
and women that we work with, the victims of our 
society, sometimes they are even those whom we 
love the most.  Is it any wonder, therefore, that 
when we celebrate the Eucharist in the company 
of these strangers, that the world can only marvel 
at our love.  

 If only we could all agree to risk this particular 
kind of love - then maybe our church would cease 
to be irrelevant to so many people.  
 
 And instead, the world might be 
overcome, defeated by our ability to love one 
another, because we have first received and then 
shared, the passionate and particular love of God. 
A love which promises to bring joy, truth, and 
holiness to all whom it touches.  A love we’ve 
seen made flesh in Jesus – and a passion we saw 
in action through the prayer that is this morning’s 
Gospel. Amen.    
 

An Affirmation during a Pandemic 

 
May we who are merely inconvenienced 
remember those whose lives are at stake. 
 
May we who have no risk factors 
remember those most vulnerable. 
 
May we who have the luxury to work from home 
remember those who must choose  
between preserving their health or making their 
rent. 
 
May we who have the flexibility to care 
for our children when their schools close 
remember those who have no options. 
 
May we who have to cancel our trips 
remember those that have no place to go. 
 
May we who are losing our margin money 
in the tumult of the economic market 
remember those who have no margin at all. 
 
May we who settle in for a quarantine at home 
remember those who have no home. 
 
During this time  
when we cannot physically wrap our arms around 
each other,  
let us yet find ways  
to be the loving embrace of God to our 
neighbours. 
 

~ written by Cameron Wiggins Bell  

https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2020/04/congregational-affirmation-during.html


Our Sunday Prayers 
(inspired by Psalm 66) 

 
O God, who made the world and everything in 
it, we pray with one voice, proclaiming your 
presence to all the earth.  
 
For skeptics and believers, for clergy high and 
low; For those who seek God at home, at work, 
in the streets, and in the pews, 
 
In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, on this 
Anglican Communion Sunday, we pray for all 
members of the Anglican Communion around 
the world, for the Archbishop of Canterbury, the 
Most Revd Justin Welby, and all primates and 
bishops, for members of the Anglican 
Consultative Council, for the Secretary General, 
The Most Revd Dr Josiah Idowu-Fearon, for the 
staff at the Anglican Communion Office in 
London and the UN offices in Geneva and New 
York; 
 
For our Bishops Linda our Primate, Mark our 
National Indigenous Archbishop, Anne our 
Metropolitan, and Susan our Bishop; 
 
In the Diocese of Niagara, we pray for All 
Saints, Ridgeway, The Reverend Daniel Bennett, 
Rector, The Reverend Canon David Thomas, 
Honorary Assistant and the people of that parish; 
 
For all the clergy and people who share in the 
ministry of St. John’s. 
 

 
For all who search for life, come and listen: 
And we will tell you what our God has done 
for us.  
 
We are alive in the spirit. 
We are saved through water. 
Because Christ lives, we also live. 
For we too are God’s offspring. 
 
For presidents and prime ministers, for bosses 
and wardens; for those who set the course at 
home, at work, in the streets, and in the pews, 
 

Today we pray for the following people and 
their families:  Mary Helen Detlor, John & 
Tracey Dilella, Maurice Edgerton, Myrtle 
Ellerbeck, Stella Embelton. 
 
And in our community we give thanks and pray 
for those who volunteer and offer leadership to 
First Niagara on the Lake Pathfinders. 
 
For all who wield power, come and listen: 
And we will tell you what our God has done 
for us. 
We do not fear what others fear. 
We proclaim the hope that is in us. 
Because Christ lives, we also live. 
For we too are God’s offspring. 
 
For friends and lovers, for neighbors and 
strangers, 
For those who eat bread at home, at work, in the 
streets, and in the pews, 
 
For all who live in the world, come and listen: 
And we will tell you what our God has done 
for us. 
 
In God, we live and move and have our being. 
From God, we have life and breath and all things. 
 
Because Christ lives, we also live. 
For we too are God’s offspring. 
 
For the sick and troubled, for the fearful and 
alone, for those in pain at home, at work, in the 
streets, and in the pews, 
 
We remember those who are close to us, for 
those who are ill:  Lucas, Maria, Kelly-Lynne, 
Michelle + Karen, Jan, Aisling, Helen, Bev, 
Kathy, Adam, Wendy & Gary, Maryse, Gary, 
Cassandra & Max, Shirley, Lee, Mary, Carldavid, 
Barb, Mylee, Betty, Patti, David, the Guerin 
family the Sorley family, baby Parker, Betty, 
Margaret, Janice, Pat, Gill, and for others who 
need our prayers, … 
 
For all who suffer, come and listen: 
And we will tell you what our God has done 
for us. 



 
Our prayers are not rejected. 
Our souls are held in life. 
In truth, our God has heard us, 
and love is not withheld. 
 
Because Christ lives, we also live. 
For we too are God’s offspring. 
 
For those kept in memory, for those long 
forgotten, for all who ever took the breath of life 
at home, at work, in the streets, and in the pews, 
 

For the dead especially Thomas Beechey 
Carruthers and those who mourn him 
remembering this day Clyde and Rose,   
come and listen: 
And we will tell you what our God has done 
for us. 
 
We are blessed by your presence. 
We are filled with the Spirit. 
 

Because Christ lives, we also live. 
For we too are God’s offspring. 
 
God of heaven and earth, Companion in life, 
Spirit of truth, to you alone we turn our eyes and 
lift our hearts.  Amen.  
 

~ written by Margaret D. McGee, and posted on  
In the Courtyard. www.inthecourtyard.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Lord’s Prayer 

 

O Birther! Father-Mother of the Cosmos 
 

Focus your light within us—make it useful. 
Create your reign of unity now— 
through our fiery hearts and willing hands. 
 

Help us love beyond our ideals 
and sprout acts of compassion for all creatures. 
 
Animate the earth within us: we then feel the  
Wisdom underneath supporting all. 
 

Untangle the knots within 
so that we can mend our hearts' simple ties to 
each other. 
 

Don't let surface things delude us, 
but free us from what holds us back from our 
true purpose. 
 

Out of you, the astonishing fire, 
returning light and sound to the cosmos. 
Amen. 
 

~ written by Neil Douglas-Klotz, in Prayers of the Cosmos. 
http://www.amazon.com/Prayers-Cosmos-Meditations-

Aramaic-Words/dp/0060619953   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.inthecourtyard.com/
http://www.amazon.com/Prayers-Cosmos-Meditations-Aramaic-Words/dp/0060619953
http://www.amazon.com/Prayers-Cosmos-Meditations-Aramaic-Words/dp/0060619953


A Blessing 

 

May God, 
who comes to us 

in the things of this world, 
bless your eyes 

and be in your seeing. 
 

May Christ, 
who looks upon you 

with deepest love, 
bless your eyes 

and widen your gaze. 
 

May the Spirit, 
who perceives what is 
and what may yet be, 

bless your eyes 
and sharpen your vision. 

 
May the Sacred Three 

bless your eyes 
and cause you to see. 

 
~ from In the Sanctuary of Women,  

copyright © Jan L. Richardson.   
Posted on   

http://paintedprayerbook.com/ 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/72200065401?pwd=
NEkvMDl1d1prbWZVcVNYbEVjd0ZWdz09 

 
Meeting ID: 722 0006 5401 

Password: St.John 
 

Looking forward to “seeing” you Sunday !  
 

http://paintedprayerbook.com/

