
 
 
 
 
 

  

St. John the Evangelist Church  

3428 Portage Road,  Niagara Falls, Ontario Phone: 905-354-1227 

 

Sunday Evening Worship 

for the 20
th
 Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Call to Worship  

 

Creator God, 
We rest in you. 
Jesus the Son, 
We rest in you. 
Holy Spirit, 
We rest in you. 
 
Silence 
 
Loving God, 
for the things this day that have 
brought us joy, 
We give you thanks. 
Healing Lord, for the things this day that have brought us sorrow, 
Bring peace. 
 

Spirit of life, in the closing of this day, 
Give us rest. 
 

O God, you create all things, drawing them to yourself. 
You made time, space, and matter from nothing, 
and yet through you they are given life and meaning. 
May the words of these prayers, brought from nothing, 
rise to you as a sufficient offering of praise and thanksgiving. Amen 
 

~ written by Josh Walker, in “Sunday Evening Prayer,” 
 posted on Lighting Beacons. http://lighting-beacons-liturgy.com/ 

 

http://lighting-beacons-liturgy.com/


 
 
 
 
 

 

Collect of the Day 

 

You know each of us by name, O God, 

and in your sight we have found favor, 

yet our minds cannot comprehend the 

vision of your glory or the vastness of your 

love.  Grant that as we glimpse your 

greatness, reflected in your many gifts, 

we may always return to you the praise 

that is yours alone.  We ask this through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Exodus Chapter 33, Verses: 12-23 

 

Moses said to the LORD, "See, you have said to me, 'Bring up this people'; but you have not let 
me know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, 'I know you by name, and you have also 
found favor in my sight.' Now if I have found favor in your sight, show me your ways, so that I 
may know you and find favor in your sight. Consider too that this nation is your people." He said, 
"My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest." And he said to him, "If your presence will 
not go, do not carry us up from here. For how shall it be known that I have found favor in your 
sight, I and your people, unless you go with us? In this way, we shall be distinct, I and your people, 
from every people on the face of the earth." 
 
The LORD said to Moses, "I will do the very thing that you have asked; for you have found favor 
in my sight, and I know you by name." Moses said, "Show me your glory, I pray." And he said, "I 
will make all my goodness pass before you, and will proclaim before you the name, 'The LORD'; 
and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show 
mercy. But," he said, "you cannot see my face; for no one shall see me and live."  
 
And the LORD continued, "See, there is a place by me where you shall stand on the rock; and 
while my glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover you with my hand 
until I have passed by; then I will take away my hand, and you shall see my back; but my face shall 
not be seen." 
 

Psalm 99 

 
The LORD is king; let the peoples tremble! He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth 
quake! 
 
The LORD is great in Zion; he is exalted over all the peoples. 
 
Let them praise your great and awesome name. Holy is he! 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
Mighty King, lover of justice, you have established equity; you have executed justice and 
righteousness in Jacob. 
 
Extol the LORD our God; worship at his footstool. Holy is he! 
 
Moses and Aaron were among his priests, Samuel also was among those who called on his name. 
They cried to the LORD, and he answered them. 
 
He spoke to them in the pillar of cloud; they kept his decrees, and the statutes that he gave them. 
 
O LORD our God, you answered them; you were a forgiving God to them, but an avenger of 
their wrongdoings. 
 
Extol the LORD our God, and worship at his holy mountain; for the LORD our God is holy. 
 
Glory be to God our Creator, to Jesus the Christ and to the Holy Spirit who dwells in our midst, 
both now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

1 Thessalonians Chapter 1, Verses:1-10 

 
Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention 
you in our prayers, constantly remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and 
labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers and 
sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, because our message of the gospel came to you 
not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you 
know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. 
 
And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word 
with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the believers in 
Macedonia and in Achaia. For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in 
Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become known, so that we have 
no need to speak about it. For the people of those regions report about us what kind of welcome 
we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, 
and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead--Jesus, who rescues us from 
the wrath that is coming. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Matthew Chapter 22, Verses:15-22 

 
Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said. So they sent their disciples to 
him, along with the Herodians, saying, "Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way 
of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with 
partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?" 
 
But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, "Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 
Show me the coin used for the tax." And they brought him a denarius. Then he said to them, 
"Whose head is this, and whose title?" 
 
They answered, "The emperor's." Then he said to them, "Give therefore to the emperor the things 
that are the emperor's, and to God the things that are God's." When they heard this, they were 
amazed; and they left him and went away. 
 
 

A Sermon for the 20
th 

Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Then Jesus said to them, "Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor's, 

 and to God the things that are God's 
 

 
You would think we’d have an easy answer, a simple response to Jesus’ statement.  But I’m 

not so sure that we do.   
 
 From its beginnings as a minority religious community in the midst of Roman military 
rule to its status today as a majority faith in a secular democracy, the church and state 
are like the odd old crotchety couple who have been in the neighbourhood forever. It’s not at all 
clear that they should have gotten together in the first place, and it is very difficult to tell what is 
really going on in the relationship, but given they have been together for so long, it’s awfully 
hard to imagine them not occupying the same space. 
 
 There are, it has been said, essentially three ways the church has seen its role in relationship 
to the government that might help that student, and all of us, answer her penetrating question. The 
first way is let the church be the church, which might be described as the Amish or Mennonite  way.  
The underlying text for this example would be John 18:36, where Jesus says “My kingdom is not of 
this world,” and so in this model, the church is committed to being sectarian, to working out its 
own holiness and salvation, and stays well away from the powers of this world,  especially the 
government.   
 
 Christians in this model object on religious grounds to voting, paying taxes, and holding 
state jobs. This model locates God’s revelation in the church alone, and remembers the horrible 
destruction of the European religious wars of the 17th and 18th centuries, waged by governments 



 
 
 
 
 

with the full blessing of church leadership, mostly exercised through exterminating Christian 
dissenters and other religious minorities. Christians in these communities are wary of the 
compromises one might make when blurring ecclesial and governmental lines. They point to Jesus’ 
execution at the hands of the Roman authorities, which was encouraged by the Chief Priests, as 
the example of what happens when religion and politics join hands.  
 
 There is a faithful witness in this model, an image of togetherness and piety that other 
Christians can learn from, seen in high definition a few years ago when five Amish children were 
executed in a Pennsylvania schoolhouse in a tragic murder-suicide, when the Amish Christian 
community not only rallied around the victims but reached out to the widow of the killer, a parable 
of forgiveness and reconciliation that could never be enacted through the government. 
 
 This model would have made sense to the Pharisees in our gospel reading. 
The Pharisees and the Herodians are the two communities who put the taxation question to Jesus. 
Rome at the time of Jesus was a brutal empire held together by military force, and the Pharisees 
had become puppet priests who had no influence in policy making. Their favored status with 
Roman officials allowed them to focus on their strictly religious concerns. Let Rome do as it 
pleased, as long as Israel became holy. 
 
 The other side of the spectrum might be called, Let Caesar be Caesar. The forefather of 
this tradition is Martin Luther, who had a theology of two kingdoms, the kingdom of God and 
the kingdom of the world, and the underlying text might be from today’s passage where Jesus 
says, “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s.” According to this tradition, 
the church leads the way in the other-worldly realm of the kingdom of God, that being 
everything having to do with the soul, confessing sins, granting forgiveness, administering the 
sacraments, and going to heaven. The kingdom of the world is run by Caesar who handles the 
things of the flesh, especially the economy and the military.  
Unlike the first example in which the church distrusts and even avoids interacting with the 
government, in this model the church trusts the government a great deal. Christians in this 
example read Paul’s letter to the Romans as suggesting government is divinely appointed, an agent 
of providence that orders human life and meets the need of the body so we in the church are free 
to do the real work of the soul. 
 
 Christians, Luther said, should not only pay taxes but may well hold government jobs and 
serve in the military. Like the first example, there is simplicity here. It also has neat borders 
between church and state, body and soul, and earth and heaven. However, the church in this 
example often exaggerates the ability of the state to act with justice and compassion and 
underestimates the corruption that power and influence often bring. By separating the spirit from 
the body so cleanly, the church loses its prophetic voice and has nothing to say when the state 
infringes on human dignity. History has shown this model to have had devastating consequences 
at times, particularly in Nazi Germany in the 1930’s when the church offered nary a word of 
question or condemnation during the rise of the Third Reich.  Or even the churches failure to 
question anti-Semitism in our part of the world up until the 1960’s.  



 
 
 
 
 

 Two images long ago burned there way into my consciousness – a black and white photography 
of a German cathedral of the 1930’s all decked out in Nazi German flags – and a much too large 
beach sign at Port Stanley, Ontario from the mid 1950’s proclaiming in large black letters that Jews 
were not allowed to swim there!  The model of church and state conducting their affairs is strickly 
separate spheres just doesn’t work. 
 
 Let Caesar be Caesar would be recognized by the other group of Jesus’ interrogators in 
the story, the Herodians. The Herodians were the Roman campaign managers, uninterested in 
religious questions, they were there to spin Roman rule in the most favorable light, to keep the 
citizens happy, and run attack ads against Caesar’s opponents. They were delighted to let the 
Pharisees deal with the soul, so long as the Roman government was in charge of everything else. 
 
 The third model we might call the Church engaging Caesar. This model presents a middle-way 
between the other two – you might think of it as an Anglican way. The text for this 
model is the arc of Jesus’ life and witness. At the time of this dialogue in Matthew’s gospel, 
Jesus has no religious power beyond his own community and no political influence whatsoever. 
Still he makes the Herodians and the Pharisees nervous. Jesus claims both the name son of David, 
which would have been recognized by the Pharisees as that of the longed for Jewish Messiah, and 
Son of God, which would have been recognized by the Herodians as the name ascribed only to 
Caesar. He makes the Pharisees nervous because he upsets the traditional notion of what it means 
to be holy. He makes the Herodians nervous because he upsets the traditional notion of what it 
means to be a citizen, and these two notions, God and government, piety and citizenship, church 
and state, spar in the background of this question posed to Jesus: Is it lawful to pay taxes to 
Caesar? 
 
 The church engaging Caesar model says there is only one kingdom, and that is the 
kingdom of God. There is no clean divide between body and soul and earth and heaven, because 
in Jesus we see that flesh and spirit are revealed as one. In this model the church is a place of 
God’s revelation and work, but it does not assume that God cannot act in other places, even 
through the mechanisms of politics and government. When Jesus responds to this trick question 
posed to him by saying, “Whose head is on the coin?” he is answering with a trick question of his 
own. Of course, it is the emperor on the coin, but the emperor, like everyone else, has been 
created in the image of God. It is God’s image on the coin and because everyone and everything 
belongs to God, God cares deeply about the affairs of the church, the state, and every fiber of 
human life. 
 
 Because everything belongs to God, the church can engage the state, encouraging the state 
where it is doing good, where it is helping the flourishing of human life and all of creation, where it 
works for the well-being and dignity of its citizens, yet never sacrifices the well-being and dignity 
of citizens from other places. In this model Christians cherish the opportunity to vote, because 
voting means having one’s voice heard, and taking part in a conversation that matters and that 
helps the ordering of our life together. In this model Christians may well live out their discipleship 
through holding public office, serving in the military, teaching in public schools, delivering the 



 
 
 
 
 

mail, or building interstates, so long as the cross is never confused with the flag, and the flag is 
never allowed to cover the cross. 
 
 The church can applaud and help when the state cares for those who are especially close 
to God’s heart, the poor and the orphan, the weak and the stranger, the elderly, the broken 
hearted, and those in prison. And because the church does not cede the realm of human life to the 
hands of government alone, it can offer a critique of any policy that shapes our common life, 
sometimes gentle, and sometimes fierce. And because the church has its own story to tell, it never 
sees one political platform, or any elected official, as the embodiment of the kingdom, and when 
the government talks too much about rights and personal responsibility, the church responds with 
the language of gifts, community, and grace, and when the government sees enemies as those to be 
defeated and destroyed, the church counters with Jesus’ command to love friend and enemy alike. 
When the church engages Caesar, the church has no desire to Christianize the state because history 
shows that when the church gets too cozy with government, the church loses its own voice and 
government does what it wills under the banner of divine blessing. 
 
 In this model Christians neither avoid the state, nor trust it, seeing the state for what it is, 
a broken tradition of human interaction that sometimes gets it right, often gets it wrong, and is 
susceptible to the same sirens of power, pride, and deception as the rest of us. 
 
 How can we be faithful members of Christ’s church and serve the country well? We answer  
with the witness of our own lives, by staying close to Jesus who in his incarnation brought together 
all of heaven and all of earth as one kingdom, so we never forget that every nation stands under 
God, that all people are made in his image, held in his love, and blessed with his grace.  
We stay close to Jesus who in his life reached out with compassion to those the Roman 
government discarded, and who gathers a community of friends called the church through whom 
he continues to seek and save. We stay close to his cross, to remind us that though we may love 
and serve home and flag, our worship and allegiance belongs to Christ alone. And we stay close to 
his resurrection, because forgiveness is the way we are freed from the past, and eternal life is the 
final promise of our future. 
 
 We stay close to Jesus and we work for the common good of all in every way, avenue, 
possibility that we can think of, in and with the government and outside of it and against it if need 
be.  And when the opportunity arises, when our witness prompts others to ask how come we do 
the things we do, we tell them about Jesus who did it all before us. It is a story the world needs to 
hear and that we need to learn how to tell.  Because both our state and our church’s future very 
much depends upon us learning how to once again tell our story, the story of Jesus’ of Nazareth, 
to one another, and our secular neighbours.   
 
Amen.   
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 

A Testimony of Faith 

  

 
Into the silence of the void the Creator spoke,  
and the world came into being.  
The Word of God in the vastness brought light from darkness,  
matter from nothing,  
flesh from dust,  
life from lifelessness. 
 

In the quiet of a small town in Palestine  
the Word of God came to us.  
Even though of one being with the Creator,  
Jesus our Christ, taking on human form, was born,  
lived and walked among us,  
speaking the words of life.  
He was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He rose from the dead and speaks to us today.  
He is the one who saves us from ourselves. 

 

In the stillness of our souls the Spirit of God,  
who is one with the Creator and the Christ,  
whispers the Word,  
and calls us back to the Creator,  
back to the Christ,  
back to the wholeness of everlasting life  
in the unity of the Creator, Christ and Spirit. 
 

~ from Ash Wednesday (Silence) written by Lisa Frenz for  
 Mt. Carmel Evangelical Lutheran Church in Portland, Oregon. 

Copyright © 2007 Lisa Frenz. All Rights Reserved. Used with permission." 

 

The Prayers of the People 

 

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the Episcopal Church, The Most Revd Michael 
Curry - Presiding Bishop of The Episcopal Church; 
 
For our Bishops Linda our Primate, Mark our National Indigenous Archbishop, Anne our 
Metropolitan, and Susan our Bishop; 
 
In the Diocese of Niagara, we pray for St. Paul, Jarvis, The Reverend Canon Richard Moorse, 
Rector and the people of that parish; 



 
 
 
 
 

 
For all the clergy and people who share in the ministry of this place. 
 
Today we pray for the following people and their families:  Verna Saveall, Robert & Patricia 
Schiltz, Brian & Paula Schultz, B. Scott, Cameron & Sharon Scott. 
 
And in our community we give thanks and pray for those who volunteer and offer leadership to 
the Royal Canadian Golf Association. 
 
We remember those who are close to us, for those who are ill:  Lucas, Maria, Kelly-Lynne, Jan, 
Aisling, Helen, Bev, Kathy, Adam, Wendy & Gary, Maryse, Gary, Cassandra & Max, Shirley, Lee, 
Mary, Barb, Mylee, Betty, Patti, David, the Guerin family the Sorley family, baby Parker, Betty, 
Margaret, Janice, Pat, Michael, Larry, Patti, Karen, for all affected by Covid-19, and for others who 
need our prayers, … 
 
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who wake, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels 
charge over those who sleep. 
 
Tend the sick, give rest to the weary, sustain the dying, calm the suffering, 
and pity the distressed; all for your love’s sake, O Christ our Redeemer. Amen. 

 

A Lord’s Prayer 

  
Eternal Spirit, Father and Mother of us all,  

Holy is your name. 
 

Let justice and mercy fill all Creation and let us recognize 
that every thought and thing belongs to you. 

 

Feed us with the bread we need for today. 
Forgive our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Stand with us in trial and temptation. 
Free us from the grip of all that is evil. 

 

For you alone are creating our universe, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
— from the Seekers Church, a Christian community  

in the tradition of the Church of the Saviour.   

 

 

 

 

http://www.seekerschurch.org/liturgies/200501.htm


 
 
 
 
 

 

A Night Prayer  

 

Lord, 
it is night. 

 

The night is for stillness. 
Let us be still in the presence of God. 

 

It is night after a long day. 
What has been done has been done; 
what has not been done has not been done; 
let it be. 

 

The night is dark. 
Let our fears of the darkness of the world and of our own lives 
rest in you. 

 

The night is quiet. 
Let the quietness of your peace enfold us, 
all dear to us, 
and all who have no peace. 

 

The night heralds the dawn. 
Let us look expectantly to a new day, 
new joys, 
new possibilities. 

 

In your name we pray. Amen. 

 

A Blessing & Dismissal 

 

Go now as those raised with Christ, 
wondering at God’s great love 
and telling the story of your salvation. 
Be on your guard against all kinds of greed 
and set your minds on the ways of heaven. 
 
And may God reach out to you and nourish you; 
May Christ Jesus renew you in the image of your creator; 
And may the Holy Spirit lead you with cords of kindness and love. 
 
We go in peace to love and serve the Lord, 

 
...In the name of Christ. Amen. 



 
 
 
 
 

 


