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Priest in Charge’s Report to St. John’s Vestry 2021 
 

 It was certainly a year like no other!  I can’t say that anything in my past experience 

prepared me for the outbreak of Covid-19 and the resulting effects on all of our lives. Not 

being able to gather for Sunday worship has been a very strange and unwelcome 

development.  And even when we were able to gather in a socially distanced way, it was good 

news, but not really the same in so many important ways.  

 The wardens and I are very grateful for your continued support of our parish. Your 

faithful giving allowed us the finish the year with a modest surplus, that none of us would 

have expected.  And our Christmas bazaar while very different was a wonderful success and a 

testament to your ability to adapt and work together.  

 As we look forward to the balance of 2021 and the return to something that looks and 

feels like “normal.” I invite us all to reflect on what we’d like to see happen at St. John’s. 

How can we continue to adapt our life together to meet the needs of our neighbours?  And in 

what ways can each of us contribute to the common good of our parish?   

 We continue to receive support from the Federal Government towards our payroll, support 

that is expected to continue until June 2021. This, along with our continued giving to the 

parish budget, has and will continue to keep us on a reasonable financial footing. Our budget 

for 2021 reflects our expectation that to do as well as last year would be very good 

accomplishment for the upcoming year.  But we could use this year to dream some dreams for 

2022 and beyond.   

 Vestry reports are predominately an opportunity to give thanks for the past year and so let 

me express my thanks to all of you for your commitment to St. John’s.  To our staff and 

wardens for hanging in and picking up new tasks with good humor and commitment. As 

always in life there were moments of joy and sadness. And moments of wonder and awe at 

the beauty of our common life.   

 It is my firm conviction that God always desire to give us the best and most beautiful lives 

that we can have; even in the midst of the inevitable shortcomings and disappointments of 

human life and in particular, this year, living in the midst of this pandemic.  As we enter into 

our third century together as a community of faith let’s take hope in our future based on the 

unlikely and wonderful 200 plus year story of our church.  No doubt God has big dreams for 

us, may we have the courage and wisdom to live into them in 2021 and beyond. 

 

Rev. Mark Gladding 
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St. John the Evangelist (Stamford), Niagara Falls 

Minutes of the Annual Vestry Meeting for the Year 2019 
held Wednesday February 19, 2020 

 

1. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by the Reverend Mark Gladding, 

Priest in Charge, at 7:05 p.m. following a potluck dinner.  Opening Prayer was a video 

presentation featuring quotes from Martin Luther King. 

 

2. Appointment of Vestry Clerk:  Karen James volunteered to act as Vestry Clerk.  

Moved by Sterling Tooke, seconded by Lynne Coull that Karen be appointed as 

Vestry Clerk for the meeting.  CARRIED. 

 

3. Establishment of Eligible Voting Members as per Canon 4.1:  25 people signed the 

Vestry Book as eligible voting members. 

 

4. Review and Acceptance of 2019 Minutes:  Moved by Gill Tucker, seconded by June 

Lumber that the minutes be accepted as printed. CARRIED.  

 

5. Adoption of Reports:  Barb Menno expressed a thank you to Val Clarke, Parish 

Administrator, for the preparation and distribution of the Vestry Reports.  Barb stated 

that on page 8 of the reports, three events were not included in the listing of the 2019 

Calendar of Events.  Barb noted that St. John’s recognized the Missing and Murdered 

Indigenous Women and Girls in May of 2019 with the placing of red roses on the 

altar.  On September 29th, 2019 we participated in Orange Shirt Day to promote 

awareness of the residential school system and its impact on Indigenous communities.  

National Indigenous Day was recognized on June 16th, 2019 with the presence of the 

Drumming Circle and the offering of smudging.   Moved by Lynne Coull, seconded 

by Eleanor Frost to adopt the reports as amended.  CARRIED. 

 

6. Remembering the Departed of St. John’s:  We mourn the losses of the past year.  

The names were read by Reverend Mark Gladding. “May they rest in peace and may 

light perpetual shine upon them.” 

 

7. Financial Statements for the year 2019:  A copy of the financial statements 

consisting of a 2019 balance sheet, comparative income statement of 2018 and 2019, 

and notes regarding our financial statements were distributed.  Reverend Mark 

Gladding gave a PowerPoint presentation outlining a summary of our revenue, 

expenses and investments for 2019, providing a comparison to the numbers from 

2018.  It was noted that the revenue for 2019 dropped by $27,206.66 indicating a 15% 

decline, but we received donations from the estates of Matt Granville and Bill English.  

Although our finances reveal a surplus of $25,298.61, without the estate donations we 

have a deficit of $27,084.88.  Our expenses for 2019 were close to budget.  The 

expenses were lower than 2018 through the reduction of payroll represented by part 

time clergy and no pastoral assistant.  Our investments have grown by $48,511.57, 

through our payments to restore the Rectory Fund to its original balance and through 
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interest growth in both the Rectory Fund and the Endowment Fund.  We are no longer 

paying interest on our Diocesan debt, which stands at approximately $78,000.00, as 

we are now making monthly payments.  Discussion was held on the possible reasons 

for the decline in donations.  It was felt that there has been a decrease in both the 

number of givers and the amounts being given.  It was noted that approximately 75% 

of our givings comes from pre-authorized givings.  Reverend Mark stated that we have 

hired the services of an accountant who will be able to provide us with a timely picture 

of the financial situation on a routine basis.  We also now have a financial committee 

that has met once and will continue to meet as required.  Sterling Tooke asked those in 

attendance to review their personal giving to reflect on what they do and can give. It 

was moved by Barb Menno, seconded by Arlene Adamson to accept the Financial 

Statements as reported.  CARRIED.  

 

8. St. John’s Parish Budget for 2020:  A copy of the 2020 budget was distributed.  

Reverend Mark gave a PowerPoint presentation highlighting the 2020 budget.  The 

various reductions in expenses were reviewed and it was noted that the office hours 

have been decreased and there has been no increase in the salary of the clergy.  As 

mentioned, we will be making monthly payments to the Diocese on our long-term 

debt. Our DM&M payment for the coming year is less.  Reverend Mark gave a brief 

overview of the purpose of the DM&M.  The revenue for the upcoming year was 

reviewed and it was noted that our Rectory Fund is now earning interest.  Reverend 

Mark gave an overview of the history and purpose of the Rectory Fund.  A discussion 

was held on the expense and use of the waste dumpster on the property.  It was asked 

if the dumpster is required?  This matter will be reviewed.   Motion by Arlene 

Adamson, seconded by Reverend Canon Howard Anningson to adopt the 2020 budget.  

CARRIED.  

 

9. Slate of Appointments and Elections for 2020:  
Financial Committee – Members include Greg Shupe, John Sharpe, Judy Giberson, 

and Reverend Mark Gladding.  

Wardens - Stacey Allegro has resigned her position of Deputy Warden.  Lillian Booth 

has been appointed by Reverend Mark as Rector’s Warden and Karen James as 

Deputy Rector’s Warden.  Judy Giberson has agreed to stand as People’s Warden and 

John Sharpe as Deputy People’s Warden.  Those present were asked for further 

nominations.  None being heard, Judy Giberson was acclaimed as People’s Warden, 

and John Sharpe as Deputy People’s Warden.  

Accountant – Hallie Chase has been appointed as our accountant.                                                                  

Synod Delegates – Karen James is in the second of a two-year term.  June Lumber 

volunteered to act as the second delegate.  No further nominations being heard, June 

Lumber was acclaimed as the second delegate, with this being her first year of a two-

year term.  An alternate delegate is still to be determined.                              

Ongoing Parish Council Members – Gill Tucker, Jill Shupe, and Arlene Adamson.                                                                                                              

New Parish Council Members - Liam Page.                                                                                                  

It was noted by Reverend Mark that he can appoint one half of the members of Parish 

Council.  Anyone with an interest in serving on Parish Council was asked to connect 

with Reverend Mark.   
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10. Other Business:   
Removal of the 2 Rows of Back Pews - Tony Savoury-Knight and Sandra Sagert 

discussed the removal of the pews and that they would like the pews returned.  

Reverend Mark discussed the rationale behind the removal of the pews and stated that 

this item was discussed and decided at Parish Council prior to their removal.  Joan 

Onofrio stated that she liked the increased amount of space with less pews as it creates 

a more welcoming space.  Carol Anningson stated it is nice to have people sitting 

closer together.  Reverend Mark thanked those in attendance for their feedback and 

stated that the removed pews are in the basement.  When attendance grows to the point 

that the pews are needed, their return can be reviewed.    

200th Anniversary of St. John’s – The four submissions for the 200th anniversary logo 

were presented.  Reverend Mark will print them off for viewing as we move forward.  

Concern was expressed by Gill Tucker that little has been planned for the 200th 

anniversary.  It was noted that a visit by Bishop Susan Bell has been scheduled in 

2020.  Reverend Mark stated that there has been little talk of the anniversary by the 

parishioners and that this may indicate that we are focused on the present and future 

more so than the past.  Reverend Mark stated that there is an opportunity for a prayer 

to be written for our 200th anniversary and that this could be undertaken by a 

parishioner.  It was also noted that it is early in the year and we have the remainder of 

the year to celebrate. 

Photo Directory - Gill Tucker discussed the option of doing a photo directory for the 

200th Anniversary.  Gill volunteered to coordinate this project and stated she will look 

at doing this closer to the end of the year.   

 

11. Gratitude:  Reverend Mark thanked everyone for attending. 

 

12. Adjournment: There was a motion to adjourn by Bill Bynkoski.  The meeting closed 

with the saying of The Grace.  The meeting adjourned at 8:18 p.m. 

 

 

Minutes recorded and prepared by Karen James 

 

2020 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

Games Night         Saturday   Feb. 8     

Annual Vestry Meeting      Wednesday  Feb. 19 

Pancake Supper        Tuesday   Feb. 25 

Golf Raffle              spring 

CLOSED BY BISHOP DUE TO PANDEMIC     March 15-Sept 6  

OPEN with Covid restrictions          Sept 13-Dec 20 

Online Christmas Bazaar           Dec 1-5 

Advent Giving Tree       Advent 1-4  Nov. & Dec.        CLOSED 

AGAIN BY THE BISHOP DEC. 22 until sometime in 2021 
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SECTION A 
                                                                                                      

Statistical Report for 2019   Submitted by Val Clarke 

 2020 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 

Number of households 202 200 206 218 223 219 235 

Envelopes used 35 29 45 57 72 72 63 

Pre-Authorized Payments 47 52 51 55 56 59 57 

Identifiable Contributors 30 
(totaling 
112) 

60 
(totaling 
141) 

96 112 128 132 138 

Baptized 3 4 5 6 5 2 7 

Confirmed 0 0 2 0 0 3 0 

Marriages & Renewal of Vows 1 0 3 1 5 12 7 

Funerals 4 7 37 67 100 111 32 

Average Weekly Attendance 
** open only 25 Sundays in 2020 
due to pandemic 

43 68 76 84 95 90 89 

Average Weekly Communicants 41 64 72 80 94 84 88 

Average Mid-Week Communion 
Attendance 

Not 
held 

6 7 4 4 6 6 

Person’s Eligible to Vote at 
Vestry 

112 141 96 112 128 132 165 

 

From the Parish Records  Submitted by Val Clarke 

We welcomed the following into Christ’s fellowship through Baptism: 

Maral Admadzadeh, Roya Molkaraie, Alison Eden 

(There we no Confirmations in 2020.) 

 

We rejoiced with this couple who began a new life together in Holy Matrimony: 

Melissa De Cloet & Richard Noble 

 

We remember those who have died in the peace of Christ 

including the following parishioners: 

Robert Notarfranco, John Kraan, Jody Medicoff, Bill Muir 
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People’s Warden Report Submitted by Judy Giberson 

We have come through a year unlike anything we’ve previously experienced. Covid 19 

certainly upended our lives. Although 2020 was nothing like we had expected, we did enjoy a 

Pancake Supper and Games Night prior to the shutdown. We also held a Golf Raffle in the 

spring. 

Very special thanks to Clyde Carruthers who spent the summer toiling in the cemetery. The 

cleaning and repairing of the headstones was surely a labour of love. His efforts in the 

cemetery and the archives gave us a series of articles on the history of St. John’s included in 

our Sunday liturgies. 

September saw us able to reopen for Worship Services with limited capacity and Covid 

protocols in place. It was such a joy to see those who were able to join us on Sundays. Bill 

Cowan, our custodian, retired at the end of September. We were sorry to see him go, but we 

thank him for going above and beyond for us over the years and wish him well in his future 

pursuits. 

Working within Covid restrictions we held a Virtual Bazaar in early December. Many thanks 

to all who contributed to this endeavour in numerous ways. Unfortunately, we were once 

again in a shutdown before we could celebrate Christmas together. 

With our Sunday services moving to Facebook and YouTube, we have discovered that 

Reverend Mark not only brings us fine liturgies and thoughtful homilies, but he is also a 

camera operator, sound engineer, set designer…..and the list goes on. We are truly blessed 

with a talented Priest in Charge. Thank you, Reverend Mark! 

During the taping of our Sunday services, I have enjoyed being in the Church and listening to 

Val Clarke play the grand piano. We appreciate your musical talents, Val and thank you also 

for keeping us up to date with weekly emails. 

Thanks to all of our parishioners for your continuing support of St. John’s during these trying 

times. We pray that you are staying safe and well and look 

forward to gathering together once more for Sunday 

Worship. 
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Rector’s Warden Report Submitted by Lil Booth  

As we look at another year at St. John the Evangelist, we found ourselves in a place we had 

never been before. 

An unusual year to be sure. The year 2020 started out as any other year would, until March 

came and we found ourselves facing a major medical issue that had not been seen in over 100 

years. There were so many issues facing us, how to make our physical church available to you 

the parishioners, how to protect all of us from the virus and how to be available to all of you 

in your spiritual needs. We had guide lines from our Bishop and the Government which 

Reverend Mark,Wardens and Val Clarke had to put in place for the safety of all who would 

enter the building. We chose at Reverend Mark's guidance to use the church and the hall to set 

up for services due to limitations set down by the Government. 

These measures were put in place and we welcomed parishioners back in September. We feel 

we did a good job as we had people attend service and we had some new faces join us. We 

were preparing for Christmas when the Govemment called a halt to all in person gatherings. 

Reverend Mark did services from home and posted on Facebook for everyone to see and 

hear. 

 

We did manage to get a few fund raisers done. We had our Pancake Supper,we finished the 

golf raffle and we did a virtual Bazaar in December. I would like to thank all who assisted in 

these events using their talents and all who assisted with monetary donations for these events 

as well as supporting the church through your generous donations. 

Due to the pandemic we were unable to celebrate our 200th anniversary as planned. 

We also arranged with Birmingham Fire to have a professional Fire Plan done for the 

building; we expect to receive it in early 2021. 
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I have to thank Clyde Carruthers for his work on the graveyard during the summer months 

and his research into the head stones. He researched and provided interesting knowledge of 

those buried in the cemetery and giving all of us some knowledge of the church's past. Well 

done Clyde we appreciate what you did! 

Last but not least Reverend Mark for his knowledge and expertise. He has assisted the 

wardens so much in all aspects of running the church. He inspires through his homilies, his 

people skills and is truly a gift we should all hold in high esteem. Thanks to our wardens 

Karen, Judy and John for all you do at St. John the Evangelist. 

To close we will pray that the vaccines get rolling,we can all get back to some semblance of 

life pre pandemic and can resume our church services in a safe environment. 

  

New back step and railing, refinished bench in the garden.  

Thank you Leighton & Noreen!  

 

Parish Administrator’s Report   Submitted by Val Clarke 

2020 was quite a year!  In mid-January, office hours were reduced from 5 days a week to 3.  

And of course, when the pandemic hit, work at the church became ‘only essential work that 

could not be done from home’, together with building inspections for insurance purposes and 

dealing with Canada Post and other items through our mail slot. 

I remember saying to a parishioner when we closed in March, “Well, if we close down for 2 

or 3 weeks now, then hopefully we can re-open for Easter”!  Who would have thought 

COVID-19 would go on so long! 
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But the life of the parish still continued.  There were still lots of things to do, and 

communications by phone and email with parishioners, Wardens, and Rev. Mark.  We also 

had 2 major pickups from Project Share of donations - one in March just after we closed 

down, and again in December after the 4 Sundays of the Advent Giving Tree.  Your 

generosity was much appreciated! 

We are so blessed by our group of Wardens and our Rector.  We were particularly lucky to 

have 2 nurses lead our plans for following COVID-19 protocols to have a safe re-opening.  

Cleaning logs, entry to the building logs, worship attendees signups, a reservation system for 

Christmas services, and self-assessments were all created and put in place.  We created 1-use 

liturgies so that papers would not be re-used week after week for liturgies. 

User Group Leaders were informed of our closure, and we kept ‘rethinking’ how to have them 

back (i.e., I devised a system to keep Narcotics Anonymous participants anonymous, while 

still having contact tracing information available if there was an outbreak).  In the end as the 

pandemic unfolded, it became impossible to have them use the building through the end of 

2020. 

Birmingham Fire, who do our yearly fire inspections, came and did a session for the Wardens 

and myself on what sort of monthly inspections and monitoring should be done.   Learning 

about safety concerns in the kitchen was an eye-opener, and made us decide to require 

training before anyone (including parishioners) could use the kitchen again. 

We sent out weekly messages to the parish with prayer updates.  Help was given to 

parishioners learning new technologies.  We even had 3 baptisms and a wedding in the fall.  

Inquiries continued about the cemetery, proof of marriage certificates, and so on. 

In October, as the contract for our photocopier ended, we were able to get a newer one, at a 

cheaper rate AND with a few more useful functions.  Rev. Mark and I had training on it, and 

fortunately it is similar to our old one, which aided training the Wardens. 

Also in the fall, we got a new Fire Panel, as our previous one was no longer serviceable.  It 

now requires someone to check it is functioning 365 days a year, so the Wardens and I trade 

off days doing this. 

Also in the fall, our Warden Karen James brought up the idea of doing an ‘online Bazaar’ in 

place of our Christmas Bazaar.  As it was new, it required a lot of thinking to be sure we 

covered all the bases and yet kept everyone safe.  And, of course, there was a variety of 

paperwork to dream up and create and emails to explain, request help and support it all 

happening.  It was fun to work on making this idea a reality, and to be able to do it safely, as 

well as to support a well-needed fundraiser for the church. 
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Clyde Carruthers did a monumental job over the hot summer months of not only cleaning up 

our cemetery, but also updating the records of those buried there.  Besides updating our 

records, he also created a section of the online website “FIND A GRAVE” to include those in 

our cemetery.  Bravo Clyde!  It is a great resource to aid inquirers. 

In the fall, I participated in the Diocesan “Safe Church” training with one of the Wardens.  It 

was postponed from April, and became an ‘online-only’ event this year. 

Personally, it was not my favourite year.  My brother Gordon Clarke was deathly ill at the 

beginning of the year, and died January 20th.  And then my beloved spouse Jody Medicoff 

died April 3 after a lengthy period as palliative.  Neither of these deaths were COVID related, 

but it made me acutely aware of how strange it has been to have deaths in a family yet not be 

able to grieve in community and have a regular funeral together.  I look forward to the day 

this will be different for everyone. 

My friends, I am glad we have made it through the end of 2020, and look forward to the day 

when we can gather together again, and safely share hugs.  Until then, please do take care of 

yourself, and those around you.  We are blessed by a great community at St. John’s, which in 

turn is a blessing for the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beautiful gardens, thanks to our“2020 garden crew”! 
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Parish Council Report    Submitted by Val Clarke 

The following people were members of Parish Council this past year: 

Priest-in-Charge:  The Rev. Mark Gladding 

Wardens:  Lil Booth, Judy Giberson, John Sharpe, Karen James 

Accountant:  Hallie Chase 

Synod Delegates:  Karen James (Year 2 of 2), and June Lumber (Year 1 of 2)  

Synod Alternate Delegate:  --- 

Other Members:  Arlene Adamson, Liam Page, Jill Shupe, Gill Tucker 

Financial Committee:  Greg Shupe, John Sharpe, Judy Giberson, The Rev. Mark Gladding 

 

Parish Council usually meets on the 2nd Sunday of each month, beginning after the 10:30 

service, in the Russell Room.  Meetings are not usually held in July and August. 

Due to COVID-19, meetings weren’t held beyond those early in the year. 

 

 
 

 

Section B 

 

Evangelism & Outreach Reports: 

Advent Giving Tree   Submitted by Val Clarke 

Starting on the First Sunday of Advent, we are now accustomed to collecting donations to be 

used throughout the Community in support of community charities.  

Advent 1’s focus is WARMTH – with hats, mittens, socks, scarves, blankets, pajamas. 

Advent 2’s focus is PERSONAL PRODUCTS – soaps, toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant, 

shampoo, conditioner, razors, feminine hygiene products, diapers and wipes, etc. 

Advent 3’s focus is TOYS AND BOOKS – for boys and girls of all ages. 

Advent 4’s focus is FOOD – non-perishable items such as pasta, canned fruit & vegetables, 

peanut butter, cereal boxes, canned meats & fish, and items that come in small packages such 

as granola bars, cheese & cracker packets, juice boxes, beef jerky, etc. 

Once again, we were able to help our neighbours in need, with over 800 pounds of food and 

gifts collected during Advent, which Project Share was glad to receive. 
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Project SHARE    Submitted by Val Clarke 

We continue to support Project Share on a regular basis.  Monthly letters from them showing 

our donations are posted on the bulletin board.  In addition to support throughout the year, at 

Christmas we gave them $1000 in gift cards to distribute.   

While were only able to collect donations for 4 months, we were still able to give them a total 

of 1,491 pounds of food and other gifts for the year.  Good work, St. John’s, in aiding our 

community! 

 

Worship Reports: 

Worship Vestry Report    Submitted by The Rev. Mark Gladding 

 

 

Parish Hall set up for socially distanced worship 

 

 We began 2020 as any other year. Our pattern of worship continued of two services on 

Sunday morning and a midweek liturgy in our chapel. We continued to be blessed by Val’s 

musical gifts. And our lay readers continued their excellent assistance at the ‘main’ 

celebration on Sundays.   With Covid-19 things changed. Our present pattern is an online 

service on Facebook that we record on Saturday mornings at the church and a midweek Zoom 

Coffee & Compline service.  
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I will admit this has lasted far longer than I expected and none of us could have predicted 

the changes that would be required of us. To begin we provided a weekly “at home” liturgy 

and children’s package from our Sunday School program.  As the weeks turned into months 

we began to use social media to provide an online worship experience for those unable to 

attend our more socially distanced services.  And when the lock down was extended we 

continued with an online service.  These are available on our Facebook page and on our You 

tube page. Val e-mails out to the parish the text of the liturgy and sermon so folks can follow 

along and participate more fully.   

 Are we good at this new form of worship, perhaps not. The thinking seems to be that our 

low tech productions are sufficient expressions of our faith and commitment. We certainly 

can’t compete with the high budget productions of the TV evangelists from the United States; 

at least not in terms of the production “value” of our offerings.  We have made some small 

investments in improving the quality of our online liturgies and were we’re able to we will 

continue to do so.  Thank you to those who have offered your feedback; it’s welcome and 

needed.   

 As we look forward to a return to in person worship the expectation seems to be that we 

will need to continue with the online offering as well.  This of course presents an opportunity 

and a challenge. There may be an opportunity for you to serve the congregation in this new 

age of our life together, please offer your gifts and feedback.   

 My greatest hope is that we will soon be able to return to our ‘normal’ pattern of worship 

and that we’ll see one another again in worship at St. John’s.   
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Music Ministry    Submitted by Val Clarke 

Well, obviously 2020 was a unique year.  Not only were we shut down entirely for 6 months, 

but when we re-opened in mid-September, singing was no longer allowed, due to science 

identifying singing as a  ‘super spreader’ dangerous activity.  And then a few days before 

Christmas Eve services, we were once again closed down because COVID-19 numbers were 

rising dangerously again.   

We had had plans in 2020 to have a Festival Choir gather for our 200th Anniversary and 

provide special music for various additional services, but alas, none of it was possible.  Our 

faithful choristers were out of work! 

When we re-opened in September, Rev. Mark asked that I begin playing for the early service 

as well as the 10:30am liturgy.  It has been nice to get to know some of the regular early 

attendees, and apparently the addition of ‘live’ music has been appreciated.  At the end of the 

year, and even while closed at year-end, we started recording our own liturgies to broadcast 

on Facebook and YouTube, to share our own worship with parishioners and the wider 

community.  

But I truly look forward to the day when we can sing with gusto once again! 
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Parish Fellowship & Events Reports: 

Games Night with Potluck Dinner Submitted by Karen James  

Can you think of a 3 letter word that scores 6 points in Scrabble, or even more if you can use 

a double or triple letter word score?   

On Saturday February 8, 2020 we held our first Family Games Night of the year at St. John’s.   

This was a free event and all were asked to bring a dish or dessert to enjoy at a potluck supper 

starting at 6:00 p.m., followed by playing games. 

While our group of 9 people was small, the laughter and good times were certainly abundant!   

It was a true potluck with more food and variety than one could dream of and an opportunity 

to sample a new dish and get the recipe too. 

Games of Scrabble and Euchre were enjoyed and while I can’t comment on who the best 

Euchre player is, I can share with you that if you are ever playing Scrabble you want Jennifer 

Gladding and Lil Booth on your side . 

Thanks to all for a great evening and when it is safe to do so, lets plan on hosting more. 

And the word that described the evening and scores 6 points in Scrabble is FUN, which we all 

enjoyed! 
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Pancake Supper   Submitted by Stacey Allegro  

The Pancake Dinner was held on Feb 25/20.   We had 71 adults, 6 children and 4 

toddlers.   Expenses were $225, and were fully covered by donations and money collected at 

coffee hour.   A profit of $752 was made.   Thanks to all the wonderful volunteers that helped 

make this event happen.  Hopefully we can have another successful event in 2022! 

 

 

 

Golf Raffle Submitted by Judy Giberson  

Thanks to John Sharpe, we decided to hold a golf raffle in early 2020. Ticket sales were 

excellent and we had hopes of a sellout. However, as we all know, we suddenly faced a 

shutdown in March. The draw date was postponed and sales were halted. However, on June 14th 

we held the draw during a ZooM coffee hour. Terry Schram of Welland was the lucky winner 

and we are sure he enjoyed his summer of golf. Many thanks to everyone who supported this 

endeavour by selling or purchasing tickets. We raised $2560 for St. John's. Very special thanks 

go to John Sharpe for organizing the golf package. 
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Online Christmas Bazaar Submitted by Stacey Allegro  

Our bazaar this year was on line thanks to the enormous help of the Wardens.  We had 

numerous volunteers sewing/knitting, baking and making preserves, donating to the making 

of 70 baskets,  as well as donations of jewelry and beautiful  wooden bird sculptures.    We 

took phone calls for 4 days, and offered contactless pickup for everyone who ordered.   

Our profit was just over $4100.  A huge thank you to all who helped with the website, 

photographing, taking orders, organization and everything that was needed to make this event 

the success it was.    We hope that it will be our first and last on line bazaar, and that 2021 

will allow us all to gather again for the REAL DEAL!!!! 

 

 
 

SECTION C 

User Group Reports – none required for 2020, due to Covid-19 closures 
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SECTION D 

 

Financial Reports: 

Endowment Fund   Submitted by Val Clarke 

 

The Endowment Fund began 2020 with $114, 284.37. 

It was decided for our 200th year to reduce the inscribed silver leaf cost from $1000 to $500. 

During the year, Corporation decided to stop withdrawing $1,000 per month, to keep the Fund 

intact.  In October, $7,000 was removed from the Fund. 

At Dec. 31, 2020, the fund had a balance of $112,489.18. 
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St. John’s Niagara Falls - Budget 2021 

Revenue 

Giving from parishioners        $   120,000.00 

Other income (fundraising etc.)                 35,000.00 

Interest income Endowment & Rectory Fund         24,000.00 

 Total Revenue                179,000.00 

 

Expense 

Payroll Expense          $   76,000.00 

Admin & Office                 4,000.00 

Building Upkeep                   48,000.00 

Church Expense                  2,000.00 

Diocese of Niagara                  41,145.57  

Long Term Debt Retirement               6,000.00 

 

 Total Expense               177,145.57 

Net                                   1,854.43 (Surplus) 
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SECTION E – Vestry Meeting Feb. 22, 2021 

Resolution for Parishes   Submitted by the Diocese 

Recommended 2020 (now 2021) Vestry Motion:  Reduction of Single Use Plastics                      

(as passed by 2019 Diocesan Synod): 

WHEREAS Christians are called to be mindful stewards of creation and Anglican Christians 

are called to live out our baptismal covenant and the 5th Mark of Mission to “safeguard the 

integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth”; 

AND WHEREAS climate scientists and environmentalists have expressed growing concern 

about the effect of plastic on the environment, and the harmful effects of single use plastic on 

our oceans, rivers, streams, plants and wildlife are abundantly clear; 

BE IT RESOLVED that parish leaders of St. John’s Anglican Church (Stamford) assess their 

use of single use plastics, including rigid foam, for parish ministries, and take immediate steps 

to reduce the purchasing of these products; 

AND THAT St. John’s Anglican Church (Stamford) commit to diminish the purchase of 

single use plastics, including rigid foam, and end the practice completely by the beginning of 

2022; 

AND THAT the Corporation of St. John’s Anglican Church (Stamford) arrange education for 

parishioners about the use of alternatives to single-use plastics in their homes; 

AND THAT the Corporation of St. John’s Anglican Church (Stamford) shall report their 

progress on the reduction of single-use plastic to the diocesan Program Consultant for Justice 

and Outreach each year in September. 
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Agenda 

 

Annual Vestry Meeting Agenda  
 

Monday, February 22, 2021 at 7:00 pm, via ZOOM. 

 

 

1. Call to Order and Opening Prayer 

2. Appointment of Vestry Clerk 

3. Establishment of Eligible Voting Members as per Canon 4.1 (Due to this being a 

ZOOM meeting with no chance to sign the Vestry Book, a record of people 

‘attending online’ will be taken and accepted as the official record). 

 

4. Review and Acceptance of 2020 Minutes 

5. Adoption of all Reports 

6. Remembering the Departed of St John’s 

 

7. Financial Statements for the year 2020 

8. St. John’s Parish Budget for 2021 

 

9. Slate of appointments and elections for 2021 (including Financial Reviewer) 

10. Motion from Diocese regarding single-use plastics 

 

11. Gratitude: Motions of Thanks 

12. Adjournment 

 

 

 


