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The Gathering of the Community 

Presider:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with you all. 

All:   And also with you. 
 
Presider:  Almighty God, 
All:   to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from you no secrets are hidden. 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Collect of the Day 

 

Presider:  Let us pray together 
 
All:  Holy God, creator of light and herald of      
  goodness, at the waters of his baptism 
  you proclaimed Jesus your beloved Son. 
  With the baptized of every time and generation, 

may we say yes to your call to repentance  
and be led to the life of abundance we experience  
in your kinship and your love. Amen. 

 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 

 
First Reading  Genesis 1:1-5 
Psalm   29 
Psalm Refrain  The Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace.  
Second Reading Acts 19:1-7 
 
Gospel  Mark 1:4-11 
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A Sermon for The Baptism of the Lord – Mark 1:4-11 

 
 I had some thoughts on a sermon for this week, and then I read this by Sam Wells a 
pretty good preacher who makes a point I’d never considered or seen before about this 
morning’s Gospel from Mark; and it’s worth sharing with you this morning. So here goes, 
with thanks to Sam Wells (The Rev’d. Dr. Sam Wells was the Chaplain at Duke University Chapel.)  
 
 Mark’s Gospel is the shortest by far.  Clearly, he was a man of few words.  But never 
should we assume that he didn’t choose his words carefully – much more carefully and 
purposefully than you and I generally do.   His account of Jesus’ baptism is incredibly brief. 
It runs to only three verses. “In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was 
baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the 
heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from 
heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’” That is it. 
 
  Mark doesn’t have any account of Jesus’ birth. Matthew and Luke have a couple of 
chapters to get us used to who this special person is, and John has a glorious prologue 
announcing Jesus as the word of God made flesh for us. But in Mark, this is Jesus’ first 
appearance. This is his inauguration. And it’s all over in no time. 
 
 Mark’s gospel is made up of three stories. Each of the stories has its own surprises. 
Story One we could call the Messiah story. In this story Jesus is a person with awesome 
power, who can change the weather, feed the hungry, and heal the sick. But these powers are 
simply visual signs of his deeper power to free people from political oppression and spiritual 
bondage, to restore Israel to God’s company and open out God’s offer of friendship to all 
peoples. In the Messiah story Jesus takes on and defeats the evil powers and dazzles 
everyone from his disciples to the demons to rulers like Herod and Pilate. This is a 
conqueror who wins.  
 
 The Messiah story reaches its climax on the road to Caeserea Philippi when Jesus asks 
Peter who people say he is and Peter says “You are the Messiah!” But the Messiah story has 
some surprises. It’s a big surprise that Jesus comes from Nazareth, which roughly translates 
as “Nowheresville”, Northern Ontario. It’s a mystery why Jesus repeatedly tells everyone to 
keep his true identity a secret. And it’s curious that he takes so long to make his way to 
Jerusalem, where it seems the real action is always going to happen. 
 
 At just the point where the Messiah story reaches its climax, the road to Caeserea 
Philippi, Story Two begins in earnest. Story Two is the Suffering story, and it’s about conflict 
– with the Jerusalem authorities, with the Romans, and with death. The surprise is that the 
Son of God isn’t going to crush his adversaries – on the contrary, it seems they’re going to 
crush him. The Son of God is going to be despisèd, rejected, and acquainted with grief. This 
is a tragic figure who loses.  



 From time to time we get glimpses that this tradition of the suffering servant was 
indeed part of the Old Testament expectation of the Messiah, but it’s clear that no one was 
taking bets on a suffering Messiah besides Jesus. We spend the whole gospel waiting to see if 
the disciples will ever be able to reconcile the two stories, the story of the conquering 
Messiah and the story of the suffering servant. They never do. The only person in the gospel 
who does is the centurion at the foot of the cross, who, the moment Jesus has just died a 
horrible death, announces “Truly, this was the Son of God.” 
 
 But there is also Story Three. Story Three is the Cosmic story. It’s the extra 
dimension in the gospel, which reveals that Jesus, initially celebrated and later brutally 
crushed, will nonetheless triumph over death and return in glory to judge, vindicate, and 
establish the reign of God. The Cosmic story shows Jesus as the one who is able to unlock 
the door between life and death, between heaven and earth, between humans and God. In 
the Transfiguration Jesus is not only the Story One Messiah who fulfils the hopes of Israel 
embodied in Moses and Elijah, he’s the Story Three mysterious being to whom the voice 
speaks from heaven. At his trial Jesus is not only the suffering servant who endures the 
taunts of his oppressors, he is the returning judge who announces the Son of Man will return 
on the clouds of heaven. 
 
 The reason I pointed out how careful Mark was with his words, is on display this 
morning, in the few verses of the Baptism of Jesus Mark manages to squeeze all three of 
these stories into this single story. The most obvious is the Messiah story: Jesus is walking 
through water, which immediately reminds us of Moses crossing the Red Sea. Then we have 
John the Baptist, who reminds us of Elijah, another great figure of the Old Testament 
heritage Jesus as Messiah is being vested into. 
 
 And we have the words “This is my Son,” which come from Psalm 2, a royal psalm, which 
makes us think of King David, like Moses another prototype of the conquering Jesus. So the 
Jordan baptism makes a fitting beginning for the Messiah story. 
 
 But already, just nine verses into the gospel, we have hints of Story Two, the 
suffering servant. When we hear the words “beloved son,” we’re reminded of the only time 
these words are used together in the Old Testament, which is in the story of Abraham 
setting out to sacrifice his son Isaac, and so we’re already thinking of tragedy and death. The 
phrase “in you I am well pleased” comes from the beginning of the servant songs of Isaiah, 
the very place where the language of suffering is introduced to the tradition surrounding the 
Messiah. And baptism itself is in some ways an act of death and resurrection, of drowning 
and being raised to life. So all in all there’s plenty of the Suffering story here in Jesus’ 
baptism. 
 
 And there’s even glimpses of the Cosmic story, even this early in the gospel. The 
mention of the dove, identified as the Holy Spirit, hovering over the waters of Jesus’ 
baptism, takes us all the way back to the first chapter of Genesis, where it says the Spirit of 
God swept over the face of the waters.  



So just as John’s prologue says “in the beginning was the word,” so Mark tells us what is 
going on at Jesus’ baptism is all of a piece with what was going on that first day of creation. 
That’s cosmic talk.  
 
 And then the heaven opens and a voice speaks. Now that’s about as cosmic as it gets. 
Isaiah’s longing that God would tear open the heavens and come down is fulfilled in Jesus 
only  a single verse after he first appears in the gospel. That’s quick work even by the Gospel 
of Mark standards.  
 
 So what we’ve seen is that Mark weaves together three stories of Jesus – the Messiah 
story, the Suffering story, and the Cosmic story – and they’re each going on pretty much all 
the time, and, brief as Mark’s description of Jesus’ baptism is, we’ve seen how they’re all very 
much going on at the same time right then. The trouble is, when we read the gospel, we tend 
to concentrate on whichever one is the story that suits us and overlook the other two. And 
so we have individual believers and congregations and even whole denominations that read 
the gospel as if it was all Jesus doing works of power and healing and overcoming evil and 
winning, or as if it was all Jesus suffering and being rejected and feeling abandoned and 
losing, or as if it was all about the world coming to an end and Jesus returning in glory. But 
in fact the gospel is all three, all intermingled with each other. 
 
 So many Christians talk of feeling closest to God during periods of distress and 
sadness. What they’re saying is that they’ve discovered the suffering story overlapping with 
the cosmic story. Many Christians find that it’s in doing the most obscure tasks in the power 
of the Spirit they feel most aware of God’s glory. They’re saying they’ve found deep 
connections between the cosmic story and parts of the Messiah story.  
 
 And many Christians find that the best-laid and most prayerfully-considered plans 
often result in failure. What they’re discovering is an overlap between Story Two and Story 
One. The three stories were intermingled for Jesus, and they’re just as mixed up in one 
another today. 
 
 So we’ve seen that the Messiah story, the Suffering story, and the Cosmic story all 
overlap in Mark’s gospel, and all intermingle in Jesus’ baptism. Here’s my question for you. 
Why is it we assume only one of those stories ought to apply to us?  Have we persuaded 
ourselves that we can just have the Messiah story and forget the other two? We assume our 
lives should be ones of success and happiness, and we see setbacks and suffering as stupid or 
irrelevant or unfair. 
 
 Trouble is, I don’t meet a whole lot of people whose story really is like that; my story 
certainly is not like that. And as a priest I meet lots of people who are living Story Two, who 
feel despised, rejected, and acquainted with grief. But they know that we’re all expected to be 
living Story One all the time, so they become adept at tucking their struggles out of God’s 
gaze, hoping to hide them from God as successfully as they shield them from everyone else. 



Very often they imagine that the pain and grief in their life is irrelevant to God or even a sign 
of God’s displeasure with them. Why? 
 
 Maybe it’s because we all assume the Messiah story is the only story, so if it isn’t the 
whole story and there’s no one to blame; we end up blaming ourselves. But the gospel is 
telling us that these tapestries of distress are ways in which we can enter Story Two and grow 
closer to the suffering servant himself.  
 
 And pretty much everyone I meet has an inkling of the Cosmic story. They’ve had 
glimpses of glory. They’ve known moments in the eyes of a child or an aching sunrise or a 
gesture of forgiveness or a musical crescendo where words fail and they have only tears and 
silence and wonder and praise. But they haven’t always realized that these moments 
constituted a story to rival the Messiah story, which still seems to have a stranglehold on our 
imaginations. 
 
 Mark’s gospel is telling us, Jesus’ baptism is telling us, that these three stories are 
interwoven in Jesus’ life and interwoven in the heart of God. The question is; why should 
they not be interwoven in your life and in my life too? And yet just as we tend to read only 
one story in the gospel, so we tend to read only one story in our own lives in just the same 
way. 
 Usually it’s the success story. In some cases it’s the story of how much we’ve suffered 
or how much we long for something cosmic and dramatic from ourselves, from our love life 
or work life or family life, or from God. But God is telling three stories at once, not just through Jesus, 
but through your life too.  
 
 If we’ve discovered together in the story of Jesus’ baptism – that the gospel 
interweaves three stories, the conquering story, the suffering story, and the glory story; and if 
we’ve discovered that all those three stories run through our own lives too. Then the good 
news is that we can come to know what Jesus knew at his baptism: that we are all God’s 
beloved children, that our suffering and the suffering of those we have afflicted is part of 
Jesus’ story too, and that heaven is torn open for all humanity to see the glory of God. And 
that there is no moment in your life, my life, or any other life lived on this planet, where we 
are not God’s beloved children – surely that’s Good News we ought to share!    
 
Amen.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



An Affirmation of Faith said by all 

 
We believe in God, 

the creator and giver of life, 
who brought all creation to birth, 
who mothers us and fathers us, 

protecting, nurturing, 
and cherishing us. 

 
We believe in Jesus Christ: 

God born among us as a fragile baby, 
embodying both love and the need for love, 

and calling us to rest in God 
as trustingly as a tiny child. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
breathed into us at our birth, 

always drawing us on to be born again, 
encouraging, exhorting, comforting, 

nourishing our growth 
and inspiring our living. 

 
We believe in the reconciliation 

of the world to God, through Christ. 
Hunted at birth 

and humiliated at death, 
Christ entered our fearful darkness 

so that we might enter his glorious light 
and share the life of his resurrection. 

 
And we believe that each new child 

is a glimpse of the face of God, 
a sign of the life to come, 
and a call to live in peace 

and celebrate living together. 
Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to God's people on earth. 
Amen. 

 
— written by Nathan Nettleton, 1999, incorporating some lines from "Midwife of our lives" by Kathy Galloway 
published in Kathy Galloway (ed.) The Pattern of Our Days, Glasgow: Wild Goose Publications, 1996, p.138. 

Posted on Nettleton’s Laughingbird.net website. 

 
 

http://laughingbird.net/Seasonal.html


The Prayers of the People 

 
Celebrating the coming of the One who brings the reign of God to all people, let us pray for 
the world God loves, the Church God calls, and all people according to their needs, 
saying, Lord, in your mercy, and responding, Hear our prayer. 
 
God of light and darkness, 
through water and Word 
you shine your light into the darkness of our lives.  
We give thanks for this incredible gift.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
God of love and hate, 
your love comes in spite of our animosity; 
you bring reconciliation to those who are divided.  
We pray for better relations between Canada and its native peoples; 
between the people of the United States. 
Strengthen us to be peacemakers.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
God of hope and fear, 
you walk with us through the challenges which surround us.  
Wash away our anxiety by your promised presence, 
and set us free from despair.  Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
God of church and world, 
in baptism you unify yourself with our world, 
and bring your reign into being.  
 
In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for The Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New 
Zealand and Polynesia; 
 
For our Bishops Linda our Primate, Mark our National Indigenous Archbishop, Anne our 
Metropolitan, and Susan our Bishop; 
 
In the Diocese of Niagara, we pray for St. John the Evangelist, Winona, The Reverend 
Rob Towler, Rector, The Rev. Paul Whitehouse, Assistant Priest, and the people of that 
parish; for all the clergy and people who share in the ministry of our parish of St. John’s. 
 



Today we pray for the following parish members and their families:  Marilyn Beu, Tom 
Birchall, June Bishop, Melissa Bishop, Jeff & Corrie Blaylock. And in our community we 
give thanks and pray for those who volunteer and offer leadership to Multiple Sclerosis 
Society. 
 
Bless us all this day and keep us from seeing your love as simply a hiding place.  
Motivate us to infuse the world with your justice.  Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
God of health and illness, 
there is nothing that separates us from your love.  
Inspire us to bring your health to the sick, 
your encouragement to the discouraged, 
your promise to the dying, 
especially those we name before you now. 
 
Lucas, Maria, Kelly-Lynne, Jan, Aisling, Helen, Bev, Kathy, Adam, Wendy & Gary, Maryse, 
Gary, Cassandra & Max, Shirley, Lee, Mary, Barb, Mylee, Betty, Patti, David, the Guerin 
family the Sorley family, baby Parker, Betty, Pat, Michael, Larry, Karen, Vicky, Carol, Rachel, 
Wally, Vera, Jane, Barry, Margaret, for all affected by Covid-19, for the Mach family as they 
mourn the death of Stan this past week and for others who need our prayers, … 
 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
God of life and death, all that exists is from you, and for you.  
Enable us to trust your baptismal promise, and serve this hurting world.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
God who shines in the darkness, receive these prayers and the prayers of our hearts, 
in the name of the one who is your light, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

~ written by Rick Pryce, and posted on Rick Pryce. http://rickpryce.wordpress.com/ 
 

The Peace 

 
Presider:  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All:   And also with you. 
 

A bow or similar contactless action is offered to those present as a sign of peace. 

 

http://rickpryce.wordpress.com/


THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

The Prayer over the Gifts 

 

All: God of life and freedom, we celebrate the revelation of Jesus as the Christ           
who makes all creation new.  Accept all we offer you this day and make us        
new in him, who is Lord for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Presider:  The Lord be with you. 
All:   And also with you. 
Presider:  Lift up your hearts, 
All:   We lift them to our God 
Presider:  Let us give thanks to the Living God. 
All:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Presider:  We rest in you timeless One, giver of peace, bringer of hope, 
you have knit us together, and breathed your life into us. 
your Spirit moves beckoning us to join your song; 
you wait to speak even though we are slow to listen, 
you call us in still small voices, 
command us to be still and know you, 
in the depths of our being, beyond the veil of time. 
Still us now so that, ever more aware of our connection 
with you and with all who seek you in faith, we may find and repeat the praises 
that ring from the rocks of earth to the saints in light as we say: 

 
All:   Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory, 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Presider:  We bring to this table God of Grace, all the concerns we carry, 
all of the gifts we have to offer, all of the hope we long to see fulfilled, 
so that as bread and wine are transformed, we may experience your presence, 
and our restless hearts find rest in you. 
Speak to us as Christ spoke to those first disciples, 
when gathered at a table Jesus took bread and gave you thanks, 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples saying: 
Take and eat, this is my body which is broken for you, 
do this in remembrance of me. 

 
 
 



After supper he took the cup of wine, gave you thanks and shared it saying: 
This is my blood of the new covenant which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this in remembrance of me. 

 
Come Holy Spirit, upon us and upon these gifts, 
open us to receive Christ afresh in the depths of our hearts 
transform us, so we may be moved to adore the One whose 
mercy is from everlasting to everlasting. 
We worship you, we adore you, 
we seek you, we await you. 

All:   Amen. Alleluia. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 
Presider:  As our Saviour taught us, let us pray, 
 
All:   Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 
The Presider breaks the consecrated bread for distribution, and may say one of the following: 
 
Presider:  “I am the bread of life,” says the Lord. 

“Whoever comes to me will never be hungry;  
whoever believes in me will never thirst.” 

All:   Taste and see that the Lord is good; happy are they who trust in him! 
 
Then the priest will say…. 
 
Presider:  The gifts of God for the People of God. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 



 

Invitation to Spiritual Communion 

 
Presider:  Dear friends, 

I invite you in this moment, wherever you may be, 
to receive Christ, in communion with the saints, 
and the gathering of God’s people, unseen and yet present with us now. 
Many are made one. 
 

The following prayer is said by all, during this prayer the elements may be elevated, in offering to the people. 
 

Presider:  We receive you Lord Jesus Christ, 
All:   we welcome your presence in us, 

and together proclaim our love for you; 
with our hearts, minds, our souls and our strength, 
with the saints we worship you, 
with the angels we adore you, 
with your whole Church we proclaim your reign. 
Come to us, though many, 
and make us one in you. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Reception 

 

A time of silence should be kept to allow people to make their act of spiritual communion. Following this 
silence, the people physically present receive communion in one kind by taking the bread from the paten while 
the chalice remains covered upon the Altar. Finally, the Presider should reverently consume the wine. 
 

Any and all of the following prayers may be used by those making spiritual communion from afar. 
 
One:  I worship and adore you, Lord Jesus Christ, present in bread and wine, and present in 

your people, who are gathered in spirit. In this moment I join with them to receive 
you in my heart, and in our community. May you, enthroned on the altar, be now 
enthroned in my heart, may you, present in bread and wine, feed and renew my soul, 
may you, who gives yourself to us again, fill us with grace, and heavenly blessing. 
Even as I am fed, may my hunger for you and for your reign of justice and peace 
increase, that I may, with your Spirit, work for that day when your kingdom shall 
come on earth as it is heaven. Amen. 
 

Or 
 

One:  Come Lord Jesus and make in my heart your dwelling place and home. 
I seek to love you with all my heart, mind, soul and strength, and so, through your 
presence in bread and wine. I receive you afresh and praise you for you are my God. 
As you fill me, so may my love for you and for all your people, rise and overflow, that 
with joy and thanksgiving, I may serve you in the world you love. Amen. 

 



 
Prayers recommended for use by children: 
 
One:  Holy Jesus, thank you for loving us, and thank you for the holy bread and wine that 

reminds us that you are always with us. Come and live in our hearts, 
so we may know your love, and love others too. Amen. 

Or 
One:  Jesus, thank you that you are always with me, I pray that you would remind me to 

welcome you to share every day with me. Thank you for loving me. I want to say that 
I love you too. Amen. 

 

Prayer After Communion 

 
Presider:  Let us pray. 
 
The Presider may say the Prayer after Communion appointed for the day. 
At the conclusion of the prayer the congregation says, Amen. 
 
Presider:  Maker of all, 
 
All:   we give you thanks and praise, 

that when we were still far off, 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, he declared you love, 
gave us grace and opened the gate of glory. 
May we who receive Christ’s presence, 
live his risen life and bring life to others, 
and may we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.4 

 

The Blessing 

 

Go in peace; love and care for one another in the name of Christ; 
and may the Spirit of God which filled John and Jesus, 
fill your hearts, souls and minds; 
may the power of God which upheld them, 
strengthen you for each day; 
and may the love of God which directed their every action 
be your guiding light and your shining star, 
both now and forevermore.  Amen 



 

Dismissal 

 
One:  Having received Christ by faith, let us go to live in that faith, 

transformed by hope and proclaiming God’s love. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 

 


