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Mark’s Message 

January is of course the beginning of a new year; and a big one for us 

at St. John’s as the parish will turn 200 years old!  Bishop Susan will be 

with us in May as we celebrate this amazing milestone in the life of our 

parish community.  More information will be coming as we dream up 

ways to mark this important moment in our life together.   

Our Vestry meeting will move away from Sunday this year.  My men-

tor, the soon to be retired Bishop of Ottawa, taught me while I was his 

student in a parish that Vestry meetings are best held another day. 

“Why ruin a perfectly good Sunday,” was his thinking.  We all know 

members of the parish that likely stay away from Church on this Sun-

day because they don’t wish to attend the annual meeting.  Combining 

the meeting with a pot luck dinner and perhaps some entertainment 

and we can make a positive evening out of our annual business meet-

ing.   

Our change to Christmas Eve worship times was a success as we 

stopped the annual decline in attendance at these services.  In the four 

years prior to this past Christmas our attendance had dropped by al-

most 50%.  Thank you to those of you who rearranged your family 

dinners to be able to attend Christmas Eve.  This is still one of those 

moments when the wider community comes to Church, in an era of 

profound church attendance decline this is an opportunity we can’t 

miss!                                                                  ….continued on 4th page... 
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CELEBRATING 

200 YEARS OF MINISTRY 

IN 2020! 



 

DATES TO REMEMBER  
   2020: 

   Games Night  with potluck       Saturday   Feb. 8 

   Annual Vestry Meeting with potluck    Wednesday  Feb. 19 

   Shrove/Pancake Tuesdays       Tuesday   Feb. 25 

   Ash Wednesday          Wednesday  Feb. 26 

   Lent 1              Sunday    March 1 

   Spring Cleanup Day         Saturday   March 21 

   Blessing of the Golf Bags (close to April Fools Day)  

                   Sunday    March 29 

   Palm Sunday & Holy Week      —-     Aprils 5-11 

   EASTER             Sunday    April 12 

   St. Johns Day service with potluck (new)  Wednesday  May 6 

   Visit of Bishop Susan Bell to celebrate 

        our 200th Anniversary       Sunday    May 24 

             Vigil of Pentecost (new)        Saturday   May 30 

   Brad Boland Concert         Saturday   June 6 

   Advent Lessons and Carols 7pm 

        & potluck (new)      Sunday    Nov. 22 

   Christmas Lessons & Carols 7pm (new)  Sunday    Dec. 13 

 

 

    

 

 

Please note that our Annual Vestry Meeting has 

changed to Wednesday, February 19, at 7 pm  

(beginning with a potluck supper at 6 pm). 



January 

Readings 

January 5— Epiphany 

Isaiah 60: 1-6 

Psalm 72: 1-7, 10-14 

Ephesians 3: 1-12 

Matthew 2: 1-12 

 

January 12—Baptism of 

our Lord 

Isaiah 42: 1-9 

Psalm 29 

Acts 10: 34-43 

Matthew 3: 13-17 

 

Jan. 19 –Epiphany 2 

Isaiah 49: 1-7 

Psalm 40: 1-11 

1 Corinthians 1: 1-9 

John 1: 29-42 

 

January 26—Epiphany 3 

Isaiah 9: 1-4 

Psalm 27: 1, 4-9 

1 Corinthians 1: 10-18 

Matthew 4: 12-23 

 

WINNERS of the Quilt Raffle:   

 

1st Prize:  Gill Tucker 

2nd Prize:  Kathryn Coombs 

 

Congratulations! 

Downsizing?  Decluttering?   In the after holiday 
clean up please keep St. Johns in mind by putting a 
box or two of Christmas items,  attic treasures, gar-
age sale items etc aside.  Your donations of used 
items will be greatly appreciated for the spring gar-
age sale and/ or November Christmas bazaar. 
New  unused items can also be sold . Thank you!  



Photos from December 

Mark’s Message—continued… 

Thank you for your continued support of  the ministry of  St. John’s.  In the upcoming Ni-

agara Anglican or already online (click here for link) you can find a story about the eco-

nomic impact of  the Diocese of  Niagara to our part of  the world through the ministry of  

the parishes in the Diocese.  This is an article worth sharing with our local politicians who 

rarely understand the benefits of  the religious communities in their areas.  The beauty of  

this report is it puts a dollar amount on our contributions, something politicians under-

stand.  Take the time to look at the article – you’re part of  a community that greatly bene-

fits Niagara Falls!   

Mark+ 

https://niagaraanglican.ca/news/diocese-makes-sizeable-impact-on-local-economy


All annual Reports were due into the office by December 31 ! 

These are required by each group, ministry, and event that uses our building. 

Do you want a paper copy of the Annual Reports? 

As agreed 2 years ago, we are printing copies of the Annual Reports ONLY FOR THOSE WHO REQUEST 

A COPY.  This is to help us reduce paper costs and wasted booklets. 

You are WELCOME to have a paper copy.  (Everyone on our email list will receive an e-version of the re-

ports.) 

Sign up at the back of the church, or call the office by February 2, in order to receive your paper copy Feb-

ruary 9 (10 days before the meeting). 

You are invited to join us Wednesday Evenings in January as we dive deeper into 
the mystery that is the Eucharist.  Using films from “The Work of  the People” 
website, featuring some of  the best theologians of  our times, we will explore the 
richness of  this central sacrament of  our faith.  

                       

Jan. 15th @ 7:00 p.m.      

 

  Ian Morgan Cron  

On the mystery of the Eucharist.  

 

 

Jan. 22nd @ 7:00 p.m. 

 

Ellen Davis on Eucharist, formation and death.  

 

 

Jan. 29th @ 7:00 p.m. 

              Biblical scholar Dwight Peterson shares an intimate story about his last meal at the table. 

 



 

 

Monthly at St. John’s:      

 (O = outreach, I = in-house) 

NOTE:  Some groups do not meet over the summer.  Check with leaders. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

O-The Widows Support Group: meets on the last Fr iday of each month at 1:30-3:30 pm.  For more info please  contact: Eleanor Frost 

905-356-1992.  

I-Wednesday Mid-Week Church & Book Study:  Beginning Sept. 18 2019, meets for  7pm worship in the Chapel, followed by a 

Book Club.  Led by our Priest-In-Charge. 

I- Confirmation Classes:  meet for  a season at a time agreeable for  par ticipants.  See the Rector  or  the office for  details.  

O-Alanon Family Group: This group no longer  meets at St. John’s.  For  more infor mation contact :Michelle at 905-295-8339, or 

Robert at 905-357-2388. 

O– Narcotics Anonymous:  This group meets Sunday evenings in the Russell Room at 7pm. For  more information contact Lor i at 

905-325-1981, or Rose at 905-371-2093. 

O-Alzheimer’s Society of Niagara—Brain Wave Café: meets on the fir st and third Wednesday of each month in the Russell Room 

from 1:30-3 pm.  This group is for people diagnosed with Alzheimer’s Disease or other Dementias.  Contact Nancy Rushford 905-687-3914 

x526  OR Barb Summers: 905-687-6856, ext. 538. 

O-Ballroom Dancing: Monday & Wednesday evenings from 5-10 pm in the church hall.  Only $7/person.  Private lessons available on 

Thursday mornings from 10 am to 12 p.m.  Contact: Maurice Edgerton 905-357-0442. 

O-Connie’s Line Dancing:   Runs April through December.   Line Dancing classes are held in the church hall on Wednesdays from 1:30-3 

pm and on Thursdays from 6:30-8:00 pm. Contact: Connie Fretz 905-892-6450.  

O-Healthy, Safe & Strong Exercise Class for Seniors:  Meets in St. John’s Church Hall on Tuesdays and Thursdays from  1-2 pm.  

All are welcome to attend.  Contact:  Naomi O’Brien (905) 984-6900 (ext 3866). 

I-St. John’s Choir: The Choir  practices on Thursdays at 7 pm in the Church. Call the church office to join.  

I-Drum Circle—meets Fridays in the Gym from 7-9 pm. All are welcome. Contact Ann-Marie: 905-329-7926 

O– Therapeutic Touch: This group meets on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month, in the Russell Room.  From Nov-March 

(i.e., through the winter) they meet from 1-3pm (and sometimes in warmer months from 7 pm).  Contact: Cindy Nilsen at 905-227-1118 for 

more info. 

O—MS Society—  This group meets on the 3rd Tuesday evening of the month in the Gym.  Occasionally they have supper meetings or 

events.  They do not meet in the summer.  Contact Mo B.: 905-357-9057 for more info and exact timing of next meeting. 

O-VON Foot Care Care Clinic— On Thursdays in the Russell Room (except for 3rd Thursdays of the month).  For an appointment call 

905-641-0630. 

O—Consumer Survivor Initiative—Beginning in January 2020, they will run 2 groups on Tuesdays.  In the afternoons, they will have an 

Anxiety and Depression Group, and in the evening an Anger Management Group. More information about their programs can be found at 

http://initiativenigara.ca/ .  For exact timing, and to register for a group, call 1-866-550-5205, ext. 2. 

 


