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Mark’s Message 
October is usually a time in the church when we settle into the routines of 

church life; and for one Sunday at least remember to say thank you to God 

for the many blessings of this life.  This year will be no different.   

On the good news front; we recently receive a $35,383.49 bequest from the 

estate of Bill English.  An extraordinary gift to the church!  As was already 

announced we will use most of these funds to pay down our Rectory Fund 

loan.  The challenge we have is to now pay off the remaining balance of 

about $14,000.00. 

So in a month when we celebrate God’s good gifts to us, would you consider 

making a gift to St. John’s beyond your regular offering.  If we can clear this 

loan we would once again have the interest from this account to help sup-

port our ministry!   

In a month when we celebrate God’s good gifts to us, would you consider 

making provision in your will to leave a gift to St. John’s?  It doesn’t need to 

huge. My first parish was formed in 1953 and when I arrived in 1994 their 

first treasurer retired; for all of those years he began his annual vestry meet-

ing presentation of the church finances with a plea that folks remembered 

the church in their will.  Six years late in the year 2000 the parish had over 

$300,000.00 in cash investments to draw from for ministry.  Needless to say 

it transformed our ability to be the church and help out our community.   
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DATES TO REMEMBER  

     

   Blessing of the Animals        Sunday    Oct. 6 

     Harvest Thanksgiving Service     Sunday    Oct. 13 

   Trivia Night            Friday    Oct. 18 

   Federal Elections here        Monday    Oct. 21 

 

   All Saints and All Souls Day      Sunday    Nov. 3 

   Christmas Bazaar          Saturday   Nov. 9 

   Remembrance Day Liturgy       Sunday    Nov. 10 

 

 

   2020: 

   Annual Vestry Meeting        Sunday    Jan. 26 

   Games Night  with potluck       Saturday   Feb. 8 

   Shrove/Pancake Tuesdays       Tuesday   Feb. 25 

   Ash Wednesday          Wednesday  Feb. 26 

   EASTER             Sunday    April 12 

   Visit of Bishop Susan Bell to celebrate 

        our 200th Anniversary       Sunday    May 24 

Wednesday Night Church – at 7pm.  

This is a Mid-Week Worship followed by a Book Club.  Our fall 
book is “Slow Church: Cultivating Community in the Patient Way 
of Jesus” by C. Christopher Smith & John Pattison.  Copies are 
available from Amazon or your local bookstore.  The insights in 
this book we hope to apply to our life together here at St. John’s. 

 

The Sermon at the Wednesday Evening Worship is a 
video from the website “Work of the People”.  We 
begin with a six week series with Diana Butler-Bass, 
based on her book Grateful: The Transformative Power 
of Giving Thanks. In her book, Diana not only offers us 
an opportunity for a personal and systemic transfor-
mation, but welcomes us into her own personal journey 

with gratitude. 



 

 

 

OCTOBER 

 Readings 
 

October 6—Blessing Animals 

Lamentations 1: 1-6 

Psalm 137 

2 Timothy 1: 1-14 

Luke 17: 5-10 

 

 

October 13 - Thanksgiving 

Deuteronomy 8: 7-18 

Psalm 65 

2 Corinthians 9: 6-15 

Luke 17: 11-19 

 

 

October 20—Healing 

Sirach 38: 1-4, 6-10, 12-14 

Psalm 147: 1-7 

2 Timothy 4: 5-13 

Luke 4: 14-21 

 

 

October 28—Proper 30  

Joel 2: 23-32 

Psalm 84: 1-6 

2 Timothy 4: 6-8, 16-18 

Luke 18: 9-14 

 



BLESSING OF THE  

ANIMALS 

October 6 

 

October 13 

Orange 

Shirt 

Day— 

Sept 29-30 

Remembering those who survived  

Residential Schools,  

and those who did not. 





MEMORIAL FLOWERS AND 

THE SANCTUARY LAMP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are lot of opportunities to 

remember loved ones and spe-

cial occasions with flowers and 

the lighting of the Sanctuary 

Lamp. 

Suggested donations for Me-

morial Flowers in the Sanctuary 

are as follows: 

Carnations  $45 

Mixed Bouquets  $55 

Roses (2 dozen)  $110 

These prices include delivery 

and taxes. 

 

 

 

If you would like the  Sanctuary 

Lamp lit in memory of a loved 

one, please call the office to 

arrange this.  There is a small 

donation of $10 for this remem-

brance. 

 

 

 

USED STAMPS WANTED 

We have a person in place who is connected with a 

Quaker organization that sells the  used stamps, and 

then uses the proceeds to help women in 3
rd

 world 

countries receive micro-loans to start businesses.  

Last year they were able to raise thousands of dollars 

to support these women.   

Please collect your used stamps, and bring them into 

the office.  Every bit helps!  

Remembrance Day 

Liturgy - 

November 10  
 



 

Growing into the Future 

Endowment Fund & Rectory and Rectory Lands 

Fund. 
 

The Endowment Fund was set up by the parish with the intent to provide for 
the upkeep of  our building and to maintain a balance of  at least $100,000.00 at all 
times; as of  our last statement the balance was $113,137.36. Over the past few years we 
have taken a monthly withdrawal of  $1,000.00 from this fund to help pay our expenses.  

 
 The Rectory Fund is made up of  the proceeds of  the sale of  the rectory and an 

historical fund created in the very early days of  the parish history with the sale of  lands 
given to the parish by the government to support the stipend of  a priest.  This fund is 
subject to the laws of  the Province of  Ontario, the principal can be borrowed, but 
must be repaid. At present both of  these funds are held in an investment fund with the 
Diocese of  Niagara. 
 
 A few years ago a loan was made against the Rectory Fund to assist with paying for 
a new roof  on the church.  The balance of  the fund should be $152,159.00 as of  our 
last statement the balance is $109,551.17; which leaves us a shortfall of  $42,607.83 to 
be paid back.  Over the past few years the parish has not taken any interest earned 
from this account and so we have been paying the balance owed back, although slowly.   
 
 We have been informed that we will be receiving a bequest from The Estate of  Bill 
English in the amount of  $35,383.49 in the coming weeks.  The Wardens and Parish 
Council have agreed that we will place $7,000.00 of  this in our designated fund, which 
will offset the increased amount we will have to donate to the Diocese in the next year 
as a result of  this increased income; and the balance of  $28,383.49 we will place in The 
Rectory Fund leaving a balance of  $14,224.34 to be paid back. 
 
 Would you consider making a donation to our Rectory Fund?  If  we can clear the 
amount owing we would once again be able to use the interest earned to support our 
annual budget.  This would reduce our dependence on the Endowment Fund and 
should an emergency occur we would once again have money in the Rectory Fund that 
we could borrow.   
 

 Your prayerful consideration of  this request is greatly appreciated. 
 

Rev. Mark  & Your Wardens 





Two beautiful quilts have been donated as 

fund-raisers for St. John’s.  Raffle tickets 

will be sold until the Draw Dec. 1. 



November 3—All Saints and  

All Souls Day 

Bring a photo of your family member or loved one 

who is no longer with you.  Put the photo beside 

you, or on a window ledge, and let the church be 

filled with that sense of the ‘communion of saints’ 

amongst and all around us. 



The Christmas Bazaar is a MAJOR fundraiser for our church!  

We ALL need to pitch in and help in any way we can.   

Please consider taking on some of these jobs!!  

 

 



 

REMINDER:   The Christmas Bazaar on November 9 is a  MAJOR 

fundraiser for our church!  We ALL need to pitch in and help in any way we 

can.  Please consider taking on some of these jobs!!  

START THINKING ABOUT THESE NEEDED ITEMS NOW PLEASE: 

Sewn or knitted items (contact Judy Giberson at 905-354-7661) 

Items for themed baskets (no Dollar Store items)  (contact Lynn Coull at 905-358-6793) 

Baskets in good condition (leave at back of the church with Lynn’s name on them) 

Christmas tins in good condition (leave at back of the church marked “for Bazaar”) 

Jewelry and display boxes, as well as purses, scarves, beanie babies, knick knacks (contact 

Pat Niven at 905-356-7870) 

New items for children/adults for the Gift Auction (contact Danielle Petrini at 905-358-4527) 

New/used Christmas items (contact Jill Shupe at 905-932-5422) 

New/used items of any category for Attic Treasures (contact Jill Shupe at 905-932-5422) 

Items for the major Raffle basket and volunteers to sell Raffle tickets prior to the bazaar 

(contact Lil Booth at 905-262-6292 or Judy Giberson at 905-354-7661) 

MONETARY DONATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED FOR ANY OF THESE ITEMS AS WELL 

(contact Stacey at 905-708-3114) 

 

NEEDED PRIOR TO THE BAZAAR   (sign-up sheets are at the back of the church for the fol-

lowing jobs): 

Apple peelers and 9x9 baking pans (Friday Nov 8 morning)  

Basket wrappers (Monday Nov 4 morning at 0930 or in the evening) 

Baked goods (Friday Nov 8 or day of bazaar before 10:00am) 

Muffins for day of bazaar  

Homemade jams, jellies, quiche, cabbage rolls, meat pies, chicken pies, sausage rolls, 

meatballs, pulled pork, nuts and bolts for day of bazaar 

Volunteers to sell Raffle tickets prior to the bazaar 

Volunteers to help with set up on Thursday (contact Jill Shupe at 905-932-5422) 

NEEDED ON THE DAY OF THE BAZAAR: 

Kitchen servers and clean up (contact Stacey at 905-708-3114) 

Volunteers to work at any of the tables needing assistance (contact Stacey at 905-708-

3114) 

Take down crew to clean up tables, etc  (contact Jill Shupe at 905-932-5422) 



Mark’s Message—continued from page 1 

St. John’s is a wonderful collection of  people, we gather in a really fine building, 

and offer a hospitality to all people that many churches seem unable to offer.  

Ours is a very worthwhile ministry to Niagara Falls and beyond.   

October is a month to give thanks and as your priest, a member of  this commu-

nity, I have much to be thankful for. Thank you for all that you do to make this 

such a great place.  It is my great privilege to your priest and I thank God for all 

of  you during this month of  giving thanks, and every day in my prayers. 

Your friend in Christ, 

Mark +   

Gift Basket Ideas for the Christmas Bazaar 

Candy Bouquets, Gourmet, Baking (cupcake), Happy Hour, Italian (pasta), 

Snack, Just Add Water (pool party), Wine & Choc-

olate, Summer Fun, Ice Cream (Family Sundae 

kit), Spot of Tea, Crock Pot, Rainy Day, BBQ Grill, 

Camping, Craft Day, Woodworking, Garden, Cigar, 

Games Day, Yoga, Picnic, Martini, Margarita, Col-

our Theme (purple spa, gold entertaining), Fitness, 

Poker Night, Super Bowl Night, Grey Cup Night, 

Tim Hortons, Starbucks, Pizza Night, Scratch Tick-

et Bouquet, Breakfast In Bed, Car Wash Bucket, 

Christmas Special, Wine & (anything), Spa,, Beer 

& Snacks, Fill An Umbrella Basket, Lollipop Tree, 

Man-cave Survival Bucket, Gal-cave Perfection, 

Grandkids Rescue Basket,…  It seems the ideas 

are endless!! 



 

Weekly & Monthly at St. John’s:      

 (O = outreach, I = in-house) 

NOTE:  Some groups do not meet over the summer.  Check with leaders. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

O-The Widows Support Group: meets on the last Fr iday of each month at 1:30-3:30 pm.  For more info 

please  contact: Eleanor Frost 905-356-1992.  

I-Wednesday Mid-Week Church & Bible Group:  Beginning Sept. 18 2019, meets for  7pm worship in the 

Chapel, followed by a Book Club.  Led by our Priest-In-Charge. 

I- Confirmation Classes:  meet for  a season at a time agreeable for  par ticipants.  See the Rector  or  the office 

for details. 

O-Alanon Family Group: This group no longer  meets at St. John’s.  For  more information con-

tact :Michelle at 905-295-8339, or Robert at 905-357-2388. 

O– Narcotics Anonymous:  This group meets Sunday evenings in the Russell Room at 7pm. For  more infor -

mation contact Lori at 905-325-1981, or Rose at 905-371-2093. 

O-Alzheimer’s Society of Niagara—Brain Wave Café: meets on the fir st and third Wednesday of each 

month in the Russell Room from 1:30-3 pm.  This group is for people diagnosed with Alzheimer’s Disease or oth-

er Dementias.  Contact Nancy Rushford 905-687-3914 x526  OR Barb Summers: 905-687-6856, ext. 538. 

O-Ballroom Dancing: Monday & Wednesday evenings from 5-10 p. in the church hall.  Only $7/person.  Pri-

vate lessons available on Thursday mornings from 10 am to 12 p.m.  Contact: Maurice Edgerton 905-357-0442. 

O-Connie’s Line Dancing:   Runs April through December.   Line Dancing classes are held in the church hall on 

Wednesdays from 1:30-3 pm and on Thursdays from 6:30-8:00 pm. Contact: Connie Fretz 905-892-6450.  

O-Healthy, Safe & Strong Exercise Class for Seniors:  Meets in St. John’s Church Hall on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays from  1-2 pm.  All are welcome to attend.  Contact:  Naomi O’Brien (905) 984-6900 (ext 3866). 

I-St. John’s Choir: The Choir  practices on Thursdays at 7 pm in the Church. Call the church office to join.  

I-Drum Circle—meets Fridays in the Gym from 7-9 pm. All are welcome. Contact Ann-Marie: 905-329-7926 

O– Therapeutic Touch.  This group meets on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month, in the Chapel.  

From Nov-March (i.e., through the winter) they meet from 1-3pm, and in other months at 7 pm.  Contact: Doreen 

Sullivan at 905-354-8873 for more info. 

O—MS Society—  This group meets on the 3rd Tuesday evening of the month in the Gym.  Occasionally they 

have supper meetings or events.  They do not meet in the summer.  Contact Mo B.: 905-357-9057 for more info 

and exact timing of next meeting. 


