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Priest-in-Charge’s Report to St. John’s Vestry 2020 
 

2019 was a pretty good year for our parish, we experienced the gift of new 

members joining and the sadness of older members moving away to be closer to 

family. And like most years we lost some wonderful people to death, and we pray 

that they are at rest with God, but their presence is still missed.  

A long time ago I read a wonderful essay comparing the task of a priest with that 

of a farmer.  There are many similarities, chief among them is the lack of control 

of the outcome.  Farmers work hard, getting the ground ready, planting, weeding, 

adding fertilizer at the right times and none of it guarantees a successful harvest.  

Not much difference for a clergy person and a community of faith.  You can work 

lots of hours tending the flock, but there is never a guarantee of success, by any 

measure.   

Simply put the farmer and the clergy person; like all people in fact, are called 

simply to be faithful; the rest is out of our control.  As we read the reports in his 

annual Vestry book it’s your faithfulness to St. John’s and the wider community 

that stands out like a shining beacon.  In a world in love with the “big thing” we 

continue to be about all those little things that make a community a safe place to 

express and learn our faith.   

As we celebrate 200 years of ministry as a community this year, we hit a milestone 

that many churches will not reach.  Blessed by God with 200 years what dreams 

have we and God for our future?   In a difficult era for the church it can be easy to 

give up dreaming and just hold on to what we have.  Trouble is, that strategy, 

never works, the future really is for those with the courage to dream dreams and 

work towards them.  We might not achieve all our dreams, but we will get 

somewhere if we dream and work together.   

Ministry has never been easy, creating and sustaining healthy communities has 

never been easy.  This year we celebrate the wonderful achievement of 200 years 

of faithful, healthy, ministry to our community.  Let’s also use this year as an 

opportunity to dream new dreams with God for the next 200 years!  

 

Mark+ 
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St. John the Evangelist (Stamford), Niagara Falls 

Minutes of the Annual Vestry Meeting for the Year 2018 
Held Sunday, January 27, 2019 

 
1.  Call to Order:   The meeting was called to order by The Rev. Mark Gladding, Interim 

Rector, at 12:01pm. 
 
Opening Prayer:  led by Mark. 
 
A compilation of photos from the past year (put together by Karen James) were 
shown on the screen. 

 
2.  Appointment of Vestry Clerk:  Mark Gladding appointed Val Clarke as Vestry Clerk.  
 
3.  Establishment of Eligible Voting Members as per Canon 4.1:  29 people signed the 

Vestry Book as eligible voting members. 
 
4.  Review and Acceptance of 2018 Minutes.   

Moved by Lynne Coull, seconded by Eleanor Frost, that the minutes be accepted as 
printed.  CARRIED  
 

5. Adoption of all Reports. 
Reports were circulated via email, and 19 parishioners requested paper copies. 
Moved by Carol Dec, seconded by Lil Booth, that the Reports be adopted as 
received.    CARRIED 
 

6. Remembering the Departed of St. John’s.  We mourned the losses of this past year.  
(see page 13 of 2018 Reports).  Mark read the names.  “May they rest in peace, and 
may light perpetual shine upon them.”  Mark commented that it is better to have 
more Baptisms than deaths, to be a church that is growing. 

 

7.  Revenue and Expense Statements for the year 2018 (see page 32) 
Karen presented the slide of Revenues and Expenses on a PowerPoint slide as well.  
The financial situation was addressed by Mark.  Essentially, $185,000 came in, and 
$207,000 went out in expenses, with a net loss of $22,000 (see exact numbers in the 
report).   
In parish questionnaires in preparation for our parish profile, all 37 respondents who 
answered are worried about the finances of the church.  But we can’t be too locked 
onto it, or it can become a self-fulfilling prophecy.  “The more you worry about it, 
the less you have.”  Stewardship research shows that you can’t focus on it, or let it 
be the reason you exist.  People give to causes they feel good about, and that help 
them feel good about themselves.  Most of us, and most churches, are in debt. 
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Mark told us of another church that had a one million dollar debt.  Ten people put 
an extra $100,000 on their mortgages, and the debt was gone.  Can you add $22,000 
to your mortgage?  “We have all the money we need; it is just in your pocket.” 
Moved by Sandy Sagert, seconded by June Lumber, that we accept the Revenue and 
Expenses Report.    CARRIED 
 

8. St. John’s Parish Budget for 2019.  Karen James put up a slide showing a budget for 
2019.  Paper copies with details were available.  She said that we can reduce our 
expenses, and end up with a balanced budget in 2019, but reducing the priest’s 
salary to ½ time.  We will be able to pay our bills.  This is a way to go and grow, 
hopefully increasing the time of the clergy as more funds are available. 
Moved by Lil Booth, seconded by Jody Medicoff, that the 2019 Budget be accepted.    
CARRIED 
There was a further question about why the Diocesan Assessment was listed as less 
than the 2018 one.  That is because it is averaged over 3 years, and it should now be 
lower. 
Mark said that the money is symbolic of your work and wages – placed on the altar. 
Mark stated his belief that our Bishop Susan Bell is an excellent Bishop for our 
Diocese at this time; she is super-smart and wise, with impressive experience.  She 
understands how to make churches grow.  Mark also commented that the churches 
in downtown Toronto are thriving.  There IS hope! 
 

9. Role and need for Volunteers. 
Paper copies of volunteer roles (with mini descriptions) were placed on each table.  
There are lots of jobs to do.  Everyone can participate in the church. 
We are looking to move Counters to Monday morning, to help cut down the tasks 
assigned to Wardens on a Sunday, and giving them some time to worship God on 
Sundays; he even suggested it might be nice to have “no complaints” on a Sunday!  
Mark told a story of how his Father and some other men used to meet Monday 
mornings to do the counting.  
 

10. Wardens. 
Lil Booth and Stacey Allegro have agreed to remain in their roles as People’s Warden 
and Deputy People’s Warden respectively.   
Karen James has asked to retire from her role as Rector’s Warden, as her parents are 
requiring increasing care.  She will remain in her other roles in the church. Judy 
Giberson therefore moves up from Deputy to Rector’s Warden.  A Deputy Rector’s 
Warden is an appointment by the Rector.  Please speak to Mark if this is something 
you are interested in. 
These arrangements were acclaimed by those gathered. 
 

11.   Election of Diocesan Synod Delegates:   
       Year 2 of 2       RoseMary Rusk 
       Year 1 of 2     Karen James 
       Alternate   Lynne Coull 
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   Moved by Judy Giberson, seconded by Arlene Adamson, that these be acclaimed. 
   CARRIED 
 
 

12.   Election of Parish Council Members 
 
  Interim Rector      The Rev. Mark Gladding 

 Rector’s Warden      Judy Giberson 
 Deputy Rector’s Warden    (still to be determined) 
 People’s Warden      Lil Booth 
 Deputy People’s Warden   Stacey Allegro 

Treasurer:       RoseMary Rusk 
Bookkeeper      Gary Jenkinson  
Ongoing Parish Council  
members       Carol Aubin 
         Eleanor Frost 
         Mark Newman 
         Jill Shupe 
         Gill Tucker 
 
New Parish Council members: Jody Medicoff and Arlene Adamson 
 
Youth Delegate     (no one at this time) 
 
Mark said that technically up to ½ of the Parish Council can be appointed by the 
Rector.  Please speak to him if you are interested in serving. 

 
This slate of names was acclaimed, and the new volunteers were thanked. 
 

13.   Announcement of Further Appointments for 2019.  (See items 10-12 for the need 
for further volunteers). 
 

14.  Appointment of Financial Reviewer for 2019.   Gary Jenkinson asked that Paula 
Schultz be re-appointed.  This was accepted by the assembly.  
 

15.   Gratitude: Motion of Thanks. 
There was thanksgiving and applause for Gary Jenkinson in his Bookkeeping role, and            
RoseMary Rusk in her Treasurer’s role. 

 
ADDITIONAL ITEM TO THE AGENDA 
Mark reported the results of the first and second parish meetings on PowerPoint slides. 
The first Parish Meeting targeted determining what the Congregation highly values.  
Results of the Questionnaire were also shared. The second Parish Meeting focused on the 
attributes and specific characteristics we are looking for in our next Rector.  Mark noted 
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that our strengths match our values.  (A copy of these slides are attached to the official 
report).   
 
 
16. Adjournment.   

Mark said that he really likes being here with a good group of folks.  Anyone who 
comes here will be lucky. 
 
There was a Motion to Adjourn from Carol Dec.     CARRIED 
 
The meeting was closed with The Grace. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:36 pm. 

 
 

Minutes recorded and prepared by Val Clarke, Parish Administrator 
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2019 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
 
 

 Annual Vestry Meeting        Jan. 27—after 10:30 service 
  
 Shrove/Pancake Tuesday       March 5 
 Ash Wednesday         March 6 
  
 Make palms/clean up church      April 13 
 Palm Sunday/Holy Week       April 14+ 
 Good Friday at Stam. Lane United, 10am   April 19 
 Easter            April 21 
  
 Garage Sale          May 4 
 Yard Cleanup          May 18 (or 25) 
  
 Brad Boland concert        June 1 
 
 (General Synod         July 10-16) 
 (Mark holidays         July 21-August 11) 
 
 
 Backpack Blessing         Sept. 8 at 10:30am 
 Dio. Stewardship officer here      Sun, Sept. 29 
 Celebration of New Ministry      Sun, Sept 29, 4pm, with potluck 
 
 Trivia Night          Fri, Oct. 18 
 Federal Election here        October 21 
 
 Diocesan Synod         Nov. 8-9 
 Christmas Bazaar         Nov. 9 
 Fall Yard Cleanup Day        (Nov. 16, but cancelled due to snow) 
 
       Christmas Eve services (new times)    4 pm and 8 pm 
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SECTION A 
                                                                                                      

 

 

Statistical Report for 2019   Submitted by Val Clarke 

 

 

 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 

Number of households 200 206 218 223 219 235 235 

Envelopes used 29 45 57 72 72 63 71 

Pre-Authorized Payments 52 51 55 56 59 57 54 

Identifiable Contributors 60 
(totaling 
141 givers) 

96 112 128 132 138 168 

Baptized 4 5 6 5 2 7 6 

Confirmed 0 2 0 0 3 0 1 

Marriages & Renewal of Vows 0 3 1 5 12 7 7 

Funerals 7 37 67 100 111 32 34 

Average Weekly Attendance 68 76 84 95 90 89 96 

Average Weekly Communicants 64 72 80 94 84 88 95 

Average Mid-Week Attendance 6 7 4 4 6 6 8 

Person’s Eligible to Vote at 
Vestry 

141 96 112 128 132 165 168 
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From the Parish Records  Submitted by Val Clarke 

 

 

We welcomed the following into Christ’s fellowship through Baptism: 

Chloe Cindy Sinclair 

Ashley Laura Rose Graham 

Mason Andrew Robert Graham 

Owen Gregory Lamothe 

 

 

 

We remember those who have died in the peace of Christ: 

and  the 7 services we presided at over the last year, including the following parishioners: 

Wayne Amato, John Russell, Robert Lunt, Joyce Marie Weatherson, 

George Reginald Sinnicks, Rosemary Lynne Hamill, Cecil Bradley 
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Peoples Warden Report Submitted by Lil Booth 

As a New Year begins we reflect on the past year at St. John’s. 

 

We are grateful for the parish family here and the tremendous support we receive from 

each and everyone of you.  Without your support we would find our jobs as your wardens 

to be very taxing.  You all deserve to be recognized for what you do.  Volunteering goes 

along way to making this a pleasant experience for all.  Your financial support has been 

greatly needed to help keep our church moving forward and we thank you for your 

generosity. 

 

We are very fortunate to have a wonderful priest to help us. He has brought a world of 

knowledge and experience to guide us through the rough patches we have encountered.  

We will continue to find new experiences and ideas to keep us going into the future.  We 

encourage input from anyone who has new ideas that will help us to continue to be a 

viable church with a great future ahead of us. 

 

Thank you all it I greatly appreciated. 
 

Rector’s Warden Report Submitted by Judy Giberson  

As we ushered in 2019 the Parochial Committee was working to complete St. John’s 

parish profile with the guidance and support of Reverend Mark Gladding. We were 

delighted when, in May, Bishop Susan Bell appointed Reverend Mark as our priest in 

charge. We have been privileged to experience his many gifts. 

At Vestry in 2019 Karen James stepped down as Rector’s Warden but continues to bless 

with her time and talents. As Deputy Rector’s Warden we welcomed John Sharpe whose 

years of business experience are a greatly appreciated asset. 

Reverend Mark was officially installed as our priest in charge in September. This was 

followed by a potluck dinner after which he was presented with a pair of rainbow 

sneakers to add to his collection. 

In October Gary Jenkinson resigned from his bookkeeping and maintenance duties. We 

are grateful for his many years of service and wish him well in his future endeavours. 

Throughout the year we have had many successful events: the pancake supper, garage 

sale, evening with Brad Boland, potluck lunch and dinner, trivia night and Christmas 

bazaar. Thanks to all who organized, worked and supported these events. This parish 

should take pride in what we can accomplish when we all work together. 

Thank you to Rosemary Rusk and Mary Simons for their time and expertise as treasurer 

and envelope secretary. Their work is of great importance to St. John’s. Thank you to Val 

Clarke for her work as parish administrator and music director, important roles both in 

the day to day activities and worship at St. John’s. Thanks also to Bill Cowan for his 
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work as custodian. He keeps our building clean and orderly, as well as setting up for 

events. 

A very special thanks to Karen James for her encouragement, understanding and wisdom 

as I have undertaken the role of Rector’s Warden. She has kept me grounded as I have 

ventured way out of my comfort zone! This lady is a virtual fountain of information and 

wisdom. 

As we enter 2020 we also begin the celebration of 200 years as the parish of St. John the 

Evangelist. I encourage you to take a second look as you enter the church. Reverend 

Mark has been very busy delving into the archives. Plaques, documents and artwork that 

were hidden away are now displayed. Please take some time to examine these pieces of 

our history. 

Thank you to every one of the people of St. John’s for your support of the worship, 

growth and outreach to our community. We look forward to the journey and celebration 

of this special year at St. John’s. 

 

Parish Administrator’s Report   Submitted by Val Clarke 

I have now completed 4 years in the role of Parish Administrator at St. John’s.  I’m 

grateful for all that experience, because it means I know more answers to questions than 

when I first started, am able to move quickly through routine tasks, and can anticipate 

what is to come! 

As you know, Gary Jenkinson decided to ‘retire’ from his maintenance and bookkeeping 

volunteer roles this summer.  We sure miss his presence around the building, as he used 

to pop by several times a week.  And I love the Altar Guild folks who stop in to quietly 

do their work, the Wardens managing the business of the church, Bernice Good dropping 

by to do some gardening, or Eleanor Frost working in the kitchen making items for sale 

at the Christmas Bazaar.  I appreciate the wonderful work June Lumber has done on 

Fridays, assisting me by stuffing bulletins and calling people to remind them of their 

roles on Sunday.  Numerous volunteers keep things rolling! 

As you know, our Interim Priest, Mark, stayed on to become our Priest-In-Charge, which 

made for a smooth transition.  I’m glad we didn’t have to start from scratch with a new 

incumbent! 

The unexpected is the norm a lot of the time, with people popping in and wanting 

‘whatever’, or to express a concern or health concern, to ask questions, to request 

booking space and election space, group sleepover requests, questions about the cemetery 

history, and requests to speak to the ‘owner’ of the business (have they tried praying?).  
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Inspectors come to make sure everything is running ship-shape and ‘up to spec’, and 

repair people come by when something needs help.  It makes each day different, 

I was grateful this year to see how many donations the Tuesday and Thursday Exercise 

Group made to our Christmas food collections for Project Share!  They were responsible 

for several bins of donations.  And next year they are planning to join in with our 

Thanksgiving Day collection as well.  It all helps those in need.  

As usual, I try to start the year-end mega-list of jobs at the beginning of November, so 

that things can run smoothly at the end of the year and into the new year. 

And now we look ahead to 2020, our 200th Anniversary Year.  May God continue to 

richly bless us as we worship God and serve God’s people. 

 

Parish Council Report  Submitted by Val Clarke 

The following people were members of Parish Council this past year: 

Priest-in-Charge:  The Rev. Mark Gladding 

Wardens:  Lil Booth, Judy Giberson, Stacey Allegro, John Sharpe 

Treasurer:  RoseMary Rusk 

Bookkeeper:  Gary Jenkinson 

Synod Delegates:  RoseMary Rusk (Year 2 of 2), and Karen James (Year 1 of 2)  

Synod Alternate Delegate:  Lynne Coull 

Parish Administrator:  Val Clarke 

Other Members:  Arlene Adamson, Carol Aubin, Eleanor Frost, Jody Medicoff, Jill 

Shupe, Gill Tucker 

 

Parish Council usually meets on the 2nd Sunday of each month, beginning after the 10:30 

service, in the Russell Room.  Meetings are not usually held in July and August. 

 

 

Volunteer Coordinator Report Submitted by Lynne Coull 

Volunteers are the heart of any organization.   

This year we welcomed some new greeters, sidespeople, readers, bazaar workers, garage 

sale workers, youth leaders, church school helpers and callers.   Great to have you 

aboard!    Thank you for giving St. John”s the gift of your time and talents. 

Please listen to your heart and consider volunteering.  We have a job for you. 

Contact one of your wardens or Lynne Coull and we can give you a job description that 

can help you decide.  
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Section B 

 

Christian Education & Nurture Reports: 

 

 

Nursery   Submitted by Jodi Quiring  

A very big thank you again to Danielle who was in the nursery during my maternity 

leave. It’s so nice to be back! 

It’s nice to have a steady stream of children in the nursery... we have a few busy toddlers 

in the nursery as well as a couple new friends... welcome to our family Liam, Isabelle and 

as I write this the soon to be here.. Madelyne. We are often very busy in the nursery with 

lots of fun and of course cookies. As our Nursery friends get older they are encouraged to 

move into Sunday School but they always know that they are welcome to join us at 

anytime! 

 

Evangelism & Outreach Reports: 

Advent Giving Tree   Submitted by Val Clarke 

Starting on the First Sunday of Advent, we are now accustomed to collecting donations to 

be used throughout the Community at various charities.  

 

Advent 1’s focus is WARMTH – with hats, mittens, socks, scarves, blankets, pajamas. 

 

Advent 2’s focus is PERSONAL PRODUCTS – soaps, toothpaste, toothbrushes, 

deodorant, shampoo, conditioner, razors, feminine hygiene products, diapers and wipes, 

etc. 

 

Advent 3’s focus is TOYS AND BOOKS – for boys and girls of all ages. 

 

Advent 4’s focus is FOOD – non-perishable items such as pasta, canned fruit & 

vegetables, peanut butter, cereal boxes, canned meats & fish, and items that come in 

small packages such as granola bars, cheese & cracker packets, juice boxes, beef jerky, 

etc. 

 

Once again, we were able to help our neighbours in need. 
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Community Breakfast Program (aka “The Breakfast Club”)  Submitted by 

Eleanor Frost 

Breakfast is served out of the kitchen of St. Georges Church, St. Catharines  every 

morning 365 days a year. Groups from St. George’s cover eleven days a month , the other 

days by groups from churches of all denominations, and a few community organisations. 

St John’s commitment is the second Tuesday of every month, our team now consists of 

four from our parish and four from the community.  

The doors to St. George’s gym are opened at 7:30 am, and close at 8:30 am. All are 

welcome - no questions asked. An average of 70 clients are served daily - that’s 25,500 

per year. This summer, the guest numbers were up consierably – a few mornings over 

100. 

The nutritionally healthy breakfast consists of orange or apple juice, oatmeal porridge, 

and toast with peanut butter and/or red jam (they hate marmalade!), coffee and tea. Cold 

cereals and Cheese Whiz are offered only if they are donated. 

This well-run program manages to stay out of financial hot water, due entirely to 

generous donations, as there is no government funding.  Besides the above mentioned 

donated-only items, peanut butter, margarine, red jam and money are always welcome. 

It has been my pleasure and privilege to lead the “Second Tuesday Team” in this 

important and needed service.   
 
 

Christmas Stockings at The Breakfast Club  Submitted by Eleanor Frost 
 

Inspired by a Breakfast Club “guest” with very wet, cold feet (he had been out all night) I 

decided to hand out pairs of socks on Christmas morning. The support from the people of 

St. Johns was so generous, that I filled the socks with goodies and useful items and 

presented them to the men and two or three women, who showed up for breakfast on 

Christmas morning. That was in 2014, and I have done this little outreach each year 

since. Support has been greater each time, and this year a little over $300 was donated. 

Along with the donation of tooth-brushes and paste from a local dentist, and Liz 

Bynkosky’s head/neck scarves, the sox were well filled.  This traditional gift, which may 

remind some people of their childhood, is accepted with surprise and gratitude. Our co-

ordinator, Janet Veale is most impressed with the support that the people of St. Johns 

give to this outreach. Thank-you!   

 

Project SHARE    Submitted by Val Clarke  

We continue to support Project Share on a regular basis.  Monthly letters from them 

showing our donations are posted on the bulletin board.  However, some folks took 
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papers off the bulletin board and did not return them to me, so we don’t have a record of 

the early January and early February donations. 

 

This year’s donations were as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As shown in the chart above, for Thanksgiving we once again decorated the church with 

food items given the next day to Project Share, so the letter received in early November 

reflects a major increase in donations for October.   

 

We overflowed our bin with donations from our Advent Giving Tree throughout the 

month of December.  We have not yet received the total donations by the end of 

December, but with 2 days of pickups, it should be a lot.   

 

In 2020 we predict an even greater number of pounds given in October, as the Tuesday 

and Thursday Exercise Group will partner with us for Thanksgiving as well as Christmas.     

 

In addition to support throughout the year, at Christmas we gave $1000 to their Project 

Share Christmas Program, which provides a holiday meal and gifts to children ages 15 

and under.  Good work, St. Johns, in aiding our community! 
 
 

Please note   – that in sharing our building with community organizations 
and other non-profits, we are exercising and supporting outreach 
ministry. 
 
 
 

PROJECT SHARE FOOD DONATIONS - 
2019 

  

Letter rec'd in 
early 

Pounds of Food 
donated 

Jan unknown 

Feb unknown 

Mar 10 

Apr 73 

May 24 

Jun 17 

Jul 30 

Aug 30 

Sep 80 

Oct 55 

Nov 259 

Dec 63 

TOTAL 641 
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Worship Reports: 

Worship Vestry Report   Submitted by The Rev. Mark Gladding 

“Worship ought not to construed in a utilitarian way. Its purpose is not to gain numbers 

nor for our churches to be seen as successful. Rather, the entire reason for our worship is 

that God deserves it” 

 

Marva Dawn, “A Royal Waste of Time: The Splendor of Worshipping God  

and Being Church for the World.” 

 

8:00 am Sundays 

 

A devoted group gathers every Sunday morning for our said service using The Book of 

Common Prayer liturgy.  This liturgy has served the Church for well over 500 years with 

only slight revision; mostly to make the service shorter!  The theology of Anglicanism 

instructs much of the liturgy which is rich in its breadth.  For a time the popular notion 

was that this liturgy would die with the generation that grew up with it, my experience in 

Toronto showed me different.  There are a number of large and growing parishes in that 

city that use the “Prayer Book” as the only source of their liturgies on Sundays.  That is 

not to say that they in any way represent a majority, but that a younger generation of 

Christians are indeed finding meaning in this liturgical tradition.  If you have not been to 

the “early service” I would recommend that you give it a try!  

 

10:30 am Sundays 

 

 As with almost every Anglican church this is our “main” service on Sundays.  Children 

are a welcome part of this service and often are the highlight of the day!  This service 

changes with the seasons of the church calendar.  In changing the liturgy by church 

season we do attempt to remain faithful to this thought from Marva Dawn; 

 

Since our congregations are linked to all God’s people throughout space and time, we 

need both continuity with our heritage and constant reformation using faithful new forms 

and words and musical styles.  

 

The key to the liturgies at this service is our attempt to remain faithful to our past while 

incorporating new forms, words, and music so that we can hear in new ways the Good 

News of our faith.   

 

The importance of children in this liturgy can’t be overstated, for our benefit as adults 

and for theirs. Again from Marva Dawn: 

 

“if in worship we engage the children in singing, holding hymnbooks and finding pages 

in them, sitting and rising for various parts of the worship service, repeating memorized 

creeds and prayers and liturgical elements, putting their offerings in the basket and 

passing the peace of God, and other elements of the worship space, 

 we contribute to the development of their intellectual capacities!”  
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Wednesday Evenings at 7:00 pm 

 

This liturgy takes place in our chapel which provides an intimate space to gather together.  

We use an online resource called “Work of the People” which fills the sermon time of 

this liturgy with videos featuring the best and brightest of the Christian world at the 

moment.  If you work Sundays, or miss a Sunday this service is an excellent opportunity 

to take the time to pause and worship God.  We use liturgies that are close in form to 

what is used on Sundays at 10:30 am just without the music and the liturgy lasts 30 to 45 

minutes and we gather for coffee/tea following.  In Lent we also add a study group time 

to this evening that lasts until 9:00 pm.  But if you only have time for the service that is 

certainly okay.   

 

Nursing Home Services 

 

During the course of a month we provide Anglican worship to four homes in Niagara 

Falls; Millennium Trail Manor, Stamford Estates, Oakwood Park Lodge and Emerald 

Retirement Residence.  The gatherings range from 3 or 4 of us at Emerald to close to 30 

residents at Millennium.  The liturgy is short, we sing well known hymns (at least to me 

as I lead them!), and a short reflection on the readings.  In my time as a student I was the 

chaplain for a summer in a longterm care facility run by the Roman Catholic Church, my 

supervisor was a Baptist Minister so it seemed like a good fit for an Anglican!  One of the 

reflections my supervisor offered to me one day was the importance of familiar prayers 

like the Lord’s Prayer and hymns that were much beloved to the residents.  He also 

stressed the importance of being brief!  He’d sat through too many long services in the 

chapel that both he and residences had checked out of long before they were over!   So 

most often the services at the nursing homes are kept to less than 30 minutes.    

 

In other places where I have served members of the congregation have joined me at these 

services to offer another friendly face and to help lead the liturgy through singing and 

helping residents with the service books.  Please speak to me if you would like to help out 

in this way here in Niagara Falls.  

 

In all of our worship at St. John’s the focus is, I hope, “to provide such a rich vision of 

God, with such warm hospitality, that we all realize, young and old alike, that God is 

exactly whom we need,” to live the kind of life that provides us meaning, purpose, joy, 

fun, and context to meet the inevitable challenges of being human in this world.   And a 

final thought from Marva Dawn; 

 

“Healthy churches will worship God deeply and will be formed by their practices and 

education to have God’s character, to be a people set apart by God to live as artists in 

community, as sentinels on the wall to warn of dangers, as ambassadors of the kingdom 

of god to share its Joys, as friends reaching out with genuine intimacy to their 

neighbours. They will not fall prey to the idolatries of numbers or success, spectacle or 

power, emotional highs or simply what is new, but will instead be the servants and cross-

bearers and witnesses Jesus is calling us to be.” 
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A note about Marva J. Dawn,  

Marva J. Dawn holds a Ph.D. in Christian Ethics and the Scriptures from the University of Notre 

Dame. She is a theologian and author with Christians Equipped for Ministry, Vancouver, 

Washington, and is an adjunct professor of spiritual theology at Regent College. (as of 1999)  

 

Altar Guild Report   Submitted by Karen James 

Ewer, alms basin, purificator ... 

 

Quietly behind the scenes, the altar guild volunteers prepare the church spaces for the 

weekly Wednesday and Sunday services and other services as required.   

The responsibilities include the organization of altar hangings, care and preparation of 

vessels and linens, arranging flowers, assisting with decorating the church spaces for 

celebrations and more.   

 

The altar guide members work in groups of two as able, to complete their weekly 

responsibilities and we are happy to welcome new members to the team. 

 

If you have an interest in working along with another team member and are able to share 

an hour or so per week, please consider joining the team.   

 

The current altar guild members are Bernice Good, Noreen Spicer, Mary Helen Detlor, 

Emily James, Lynne Coull and Karen James.   

 

The team expresses our thanks to past altar guild member, Jean Tice.  Thank you Jean for 

your many years of dedication and commitment to the altar guild of St. John’s.  You are 

missed! 

If you are looking for a volunteer opportunity or want more information, please reach out 

to a member of the altar guild or to the church office.  All are welcome! 

 

And by the way, a ewer is a large jug with a wide mouth used for carrying water.  At St. 

John’s it is used to pour the water into the font at baptisms.  An alms basin is a large plate 

used to gather and present the alms or offerings given by the congregation.  A purificator 

is a small linen napkin used to wipe the edge of the chalice (cup) used to administer the 

wine.  Thank you!   

 

Lay Readers and Servers   Submitted by Karen James 

The 8:00 and 10:30 a.m. serving team continues with a group of dedicated volunteers.  

This past year we welcomed a few new members to the 10:30 team and we thank 

everyone for their commitment to this volunteer opportunity.   

Additional members are always welcome and vacancies exist in the roles of servers, 

readers, altar guild and sides persons at both the 8:00 and 10:30 a.m. services. 
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If you have any questions about serving or wish to see and know what is involved, please 

reach out to a member of the team or the church office and we would be happy to assist 

in whatever way we can.  Education and training is provided and is always available for 

new additions or existing members of the team. 

Our current team of lay readers consists of Deborah Franco, Lynne Coull and Karen 

James. 

A thank you is extended to Val Clarke for organizing our schedule each month and our 

office volunteer for the reminder phone call each week to ensure we know when we are 

on the schedule. 

It is because of each and every person and the gifts they bring to St. John’s that we are 

truly a dynamic team.  Thank you all!   

 

Music Ministry    Submitted by Val Clarke 

Gracious and loving God,  
Grant that what we sing with our lips 
we might believe in our hearts, 
and what we believe in our hearts 
we may show forth in our lives, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 
Each choir practice has always begun with this short prayer, giving us a context and 

vision for the work that we do at each practice, and the transformational ministry in 

which we engage. 

 

While we are few in number, it amazes me how wonderfully we are able to manage 3-

part choral singing!  We have a faithful team of choristers, who attend virtually every 

Sunday throughout the year, and help enable the music to be sung to the glory of God.  

Thank you to each and every one of you! 

 

With the shift in timing of our Christmas Eve services, 2 of our members were unable to 

attend this year.  However, we were glad to welcome Max Fretz as he sang his first solo - 

the 1st verse of “Once in Royal David’s City” - a traditional way of beginning such a 

liturgy.  Thanks, Max, for being brave enough to do this!  It was great to have you sing.  

Once again we enjoyed Andee Fisher’s gift of song in the same liturgy.  And Lori 

Turcotte’s rendition of “O Holy Night” is a favourite for so many of us on Christmas 

Eve. 

 

We continue to seek out quality music and texts to share in our liturgies, and that is 

appropriate for the voices that we have.  Mark has introduced us to some new music this 

year, which was much appreciated.  Our choir is amazingly open to trying most anything, 

and share their opinions if they don’t like it!  I appreciate their honesty! 
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One person that needs mentioning is Cynthia Maynard, my predecessor in this music 

position.  She died in 2019, and her loss is greatly felt in the Niagara Community, as well 

as with parishioners who were quite close to her. 

 

In this new year, 2020, we will renew our efforts to once again welcome new choristers - 

even for a short period of time.  You will hear more of this soon.  Every voice is a 

blessing! 

 

With much thanksgiving for being able to do this music leadership work in Anglican 

churches and communities for 37 years. 
 

 

Parish Fellowship & Events Reports: 

 

Christmas Bazaar Submitted by Stacey Allegro  

The 2019 Christmas Bazaar was held on Saturday November 9th. We were very 

successful again this year with approximately $8500 being raised.  I would like to 

thank everyone who participated, including all the wonderful table convenors, those 

who set up and cleaned up, those who advertised, made jams and jellies, knitted and 

sewed, baked, collected donations, sold tickets, oversaw the parking lot, served 

muffins and coffee, and so on.    If anyone is interested in helping next year in some 

capacity, and doesn’t already have a job, PLEASE contact Stacey to discuss.   We 

are looking for a Set up Convenor, as well as someone who may be interested in 

revisiting and convening a luncheon, so please let us know if you are 

interested.      The bazaar will run next year on Saturday November 14, 2020.  

Please keep this date in mind to contribute to this important fundraiser for our 

church.    Thanks again.    

 

Memories with Brad Boland 2017  Submitted by Carol Aubin 

The date of Saturday June 1st was a great day weather wise for the event. 

 

This is an event that is hard to plan for as most people wait until the last minute 

to buy their tickets. It would be nice if more support was received from the parishioners 

in attending this event. 

 

Twelve tables were set up originally with two more being added. 

 

Everyone appeared to be having fun. The music was the best and dancing was enjoyed by 

all. 
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We  took  in  $1206.00  for  St  John’s (yahoo) 

 

We  sold  70  tickets  x  12.00  =   840.00, and the balance was from sale of pies, 

water, tips and donations. 

 

I would suggest either waiting till 2021 before having the event again, and also maybe 

having it in September/October nstead of May when so many other events are going on. 

 

Thanks to everyone for the support I received behind the scene, a job well done. 

 

 

Pancake Supper   Submitted by Stacey Allegro 

We had 70 adults and 10 children, for a profit of $443.82 after expenses.     

 

We have decided to increase ticket cost for 2020 to $10 per adult and $7 for children.  

 

Widow’s Support Group Submitted by Eleanor Frost 

This group began as a group of St. Johns widowed ladies, but has since been open to the 

broader community. 

We meet on the last Friday of every month (save July, August, and December) @ 1:30pm 

in the Russell room. Meetings consist of a chat over a cup of tea on any topic of mutual 

concern, such as cooking for one, changes in how holidays are celebrated, where to find 

service people who will not rip you off – etc. 

A lunch-out happens two or three times a year, occasionally at one of the local retirement 

homes, which of course includes a tour of the facility and an information session. 

There are thirteen members on our list, but about half that number are present at most 

meetings. Things like doctor appointments and family visits tend to get in the way. It was 

for this reason we stopped inviting guest speakers. 

This year we tried out a couple of bus trips. Three of us did an over-night to the Agawa 

Canyon, and six members did the Fish Lunch and Theatre excursion to Port Dover. 

 I t is my privilege to chair this cheerful little group which will be here as long as it’s 

needed. 
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SECTION C 

 

User Group Reports 

Drumming Group  Submitted by Joan Onofrio 

The Drumming group meets most Friday evenings from 7pm-8:30pm.  We strike 

“grandmother” (nokimus is grandmother in Ojibway) drum on either the moose hide side 

or buffalo hide side.  She responds in her beautiful voice.  We vocalize, laugh, talk, cry 

and occasionally harmonize. 

 

Ann Marie Cloutier carries both drum and vocables  (lyrics).  Dean Phillips does the 

heavy lifting.  She weighs 42 lbs.  Grandmother drum came to life in October 2016 when 

Oliver, Ann Marie, Dean, Carldavid, Aaron (and numerous others) worked diligently to 

fashion the community drum which is not the same thing as a traditional one, but derives 

from the universality of the HEARTBEAT (i.e., sign of life).  “Star of Venus” (nee Ireni 

meaning the study of peace) now fondly nicknamed nokimus has travelled by Toyota 

Yaris with Carldavid from Niagara to Mexico stopping to visit Grandma Mary in Ohio. 

 

Currently we maintain a core group of seven and have many who join one night only or 

for a short season.  You are most certainly welcome to come to drum on Friday evening. 

 

A few of our favorites:  Clearing the Path, Mother I Feel You, Strong Woman, Powerful 

Woman, Love Song, Sun Dog, Four Directions, Horse Give Away, Butterfly, Feel Good, 

Happy Song, Animals, The Travelling Song. 

 

The parishioners of St. John have taken part, when she has been invited to be part of 

special occasional worship experiences. 

 

Core Group:  Ann Marie, Dean, John & Janice, Joan & Carl, Barb Menno 

 

Smudging – cleansing 

Remembering – the past 

Acknowledging – awareness 

Forgiving – letting go 

Healing – wellness wholeness 

Celebrating – joy and hope 
 

 

Multiple Sclerosis Society   Submitted by Barbara Menno 

Multiple Sclerosis is a very devastating disease of the central nervous system, and has 

many and varying effects and can be very difficult to diagnose; there is no cure. 
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There are many trials, drugs, by injection or oral, clearing of lower veins, and many 

naturopathic potential options such as bee stings.  So far all seem to work for a while then 

stop and what works for one doesn’t for another.  The most promising so far for long 

term lasting and almost total remission results is “Stem Cell Transplant”.  It’s still in 

experimental phases in North America; but, in Israel it has been used successfully for 

quite a number of years now.  My cousin’s daughter had it done at least 12 years ago.  I’d 

be happy to tell of her journey with anyone interested. 

 

Our group has had a rough year.  Starting in January we mourned the loss of a 38 year 

member, very actively involved until about six years ago when deterioration just didn’t 

allow. 

 

In June on the night of our meeting we had to re-route everyone to St. Patrick’s Church 

for the huge funeral of another member - a young woman and member of 20 years.  

Physically she could do nothing, but she was bilingual and very knowledgeable and a 

former government worker so she was always a great source of help as well as humorous. 

 

Quite a few Chair-A-Van people missed meetings this fall due to the new automated 

phone service in their office – no more personal phone calls with times of pickups and 

returns.  For some reason the system doesn’t recognize our scheduled monthly meetings.  

At the last minute 2:30-4:00 people call me saying “has the meeting been cancelled?” 

then I must call Chair-A-Van and they promise to call people on my list with their times.  

After lengthy investigation – they don’t!  And my name is the only one people can give 

to their families when they complain they’re being left behind.  After lengthy 

investigation with each person and learning all the issues related to not being able to use 

the automated system even if it did work, I did have conversation with the head transit 

person and we came to an understanding and she contacted Chair-A-Van with the 

conclusion. 

 

We have been blessed with some awesome volunteers but have lost all of them; one went 

back to college fulltime, one has severe knee problems awaiting surgery, and the last one 

was in a car accident last month.  So all we have is people with M.S. and myself for 

volunteers.  We pull it off but it’s exhausting.  A.N. Myers wasn’t interested; St. Paul 

wasn’t either.  If anyone has any suggestions please let me know.  

 

Our numbers have been lower than usual this year for all these reasons plus some people 

are really struggling.  People in attendance range from 11 to 28. 

 

We are pleased with the “space” (the Gym), the table setup, and facilities.  Thank you so 

much for your generosity and support.  On behalf of the Niagara Falls Multiple Sclerosis 

Support Group, “healing hugs to all”. 
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SECTION D 

Financial Reports: 

 

Endowment Fund   Submitted by Jill Shupe 

The “Growing into the Future Endowment Fund” is an Endowment agreement set up 

between The Rector and Churchwardens of St. John’s Church and The Anglican Church 

Ministries Foundation, Niagara. The first donations were deposited on October 16, 

2007.  The Tree of Life has been erected and is a subtle yet beautiful recognition tree in 

the church hallway. Gifts over $1,000, given over time or outright, (tax receipted) can 

be recognized with an engraved leaf on the “Growing into the Future” Giving Tree (in the 

hallway next to the office). 

 

The Endowment bank account at RBC (kept separate from the church’s general account) 

as of January , 2020 had a balance of $145.26. This account is going to be closed and 

future donations will be sent directly to the diocese into the Investment account or put 

into designated funds.  During 2019 the total donations to the fund were $2,125.00.   The 

balance of the Investment Fund under the Anglican Ministries Foundation with the Synod 

of the Diocese of Niagara ( under  Russell Investments) as of January, 2020 was 

$114,284.37. Over the past few years we have been withdrawing $1000.00 monthly to 

support the activities of St. John's. Our goal of $100,000.00 was reached in 2013 and 

having reached that target,  St. John’s  begin withdrawing from the investment income ( 

under advisement with St. John’s and the Diocese ). 

New for the bicentennial year of 2020 an inscribed silver leaf will be offered for a 

$500.00 donation (instead of $1000.00). These donations again will be deposited into 

the investment account and is truly the gift that keeps on giving!!! 

We again thank those who have contributed to this fund recognizing that this is one of 

many avenues to contribute to the life here at St. John’s. 

For any questions regarding the Endowment Fund please contact:  Jill Shupe 905-932-

5422. Thank you to all who have, and will, support this initiative.  All donations are 

greatly appreciated. 
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Annual Vestry Meeting Agenda  
 

Wednesday, February 19, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

1. Call to Order and Opening Prayer 
2. Appointment of Vestry Clerk 
3. Establishment of Eligible Voting Members as per Canon 

4.1 
4. Review and Acceptance of 2019 Minutes 
5. Adoption of all Reports 
6. Remembering the Departed of St John’s 

 
7. Financial Statements for the year 2019 
8. St. John’s Parish Budget for 2020 

 
9. Slate of appointments and elections for 2020 (including 

Financial Reviewer) 
 

10. Gratitude: Motions of Thanks 
11. Adjournment 

 

 


