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MARK’S MESSAGE  

 

 

“The Church was born of fire,” says Bishop Susan Bell, “just as tongues of fire descended 

on the disciples in the upper room at Pentecost, and they were given the gift of the Holy 

Spirit to go and join and carry-on God’s mission of love in the world, we are commissioned 

in the same way to carry that mission forward.” 

Carrying the churches mission forward is certainly a challenge in our 

present circumstance.  The easy default at this point in time is to simply 

hunker down and try to survive the best we can. And fair to say survival is 

no small accomplishment in this era of Covid-19 and lock downs.  

The Good news is we will survive at St. John’s and the church doors 

will re-open for Sunday worship at some point this year.  We are grateful for 

the assistance of the Federal Government with financial assistance to make 

our payroll expenses and to the Diocese of Niagara for applying for this ben-

efit for us each month and for being a benevolent banker. To date we have 

not used our line of credit from the Bank and that is in no small part the re-

sult of not having to pay the Diocese every month for our share of the Dio-

cese expenses. And most important I want to say thank you for your regular 

continued financial gifts to St. John’s over the past year and half, with out 

which, the doors would simply be closed for good.  So, thank you !   

….continued on the last page... 
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May & June Readings 
 

May 23 — PENTECOST 
Acts 2:1-21  

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b  

Romans 8:22-27  

John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15  

 

May 30 — TRINITY 
Isaiah 6:1-8  

Psalm 29  

Romans 8:12-17  

John 3:1-17 

June 6—PENTECOST 2 
1 Samuel 8:4-11, (12-15), 16-20, 

(11:14-15) 
Psalm 138  

2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1  

Mark 3:20-35 

June 13 —PENTECOST 3 
1 Samuel 15:34 - 16:13  

Psalm 20  

2 Corinthians 5:6-10, (11-13), 14-17  

Mark 4:26-34  

June 20—PENTECOST 4 
1 Samuel 17:(1a, 4-11, 19-23), 32-49  

Psalm 9:9-20  

2 Corinthians 6:1-13  

Mark 4:35-41  

June 27—PENTECOST 5 
2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27  

Psalm 130  

2 Corinthians 8:7-15  

Mark 5:21-43  
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Launching Ignite: Faith in the Future 

Refreshed diocesan stewardship initiative supports 
ministries and programs 

POSTED APRIL 27, 2021 from Niagara Anglican newspaper 

 

Ignite: Faith in the Future. This is the evocative and hope-filled name 
of a refreshed stewardship initiative within our diocese to support the 

many ministries and programs shared by parishes and those we serve. 

 “The Church was born of fire,” says Bishop Susan Bell, “just as tongues of fire descended on the disciples in the upper room at 
Pentecost, and they were given the gift of the Holy Spirit to go and join and carry-on God’s mission of love in the world, we are 
commissioned in the same way to carry that mission forward.” 

Ignite: Faith in the Future brings together our efforts to support children, youth and families; refugees, migrant farmworkers, under 
one banner, with fewer asks for support and stronger and improved communications. Missional endeavours such as the Chinese 
Anglican Mission in Oakville, as well as faith formation, truth and reconciliation and anti-racism activities will also be supported 
through this initiative. 

Bishop Bell says the new name also makes a bold commitment. “It’s a statement of confidence in God’s church - that the minis-
tries we support with intention now will flourish long into the future. It is also a statement that faith is being ignited in and through 
works of love and mercy in our parish communities up and down the diocese.” 

Through the pandemic, it has been clear that there are many generous people in the diocese who want to support their parish as 
well as the wider diocesan community, something which was heard through surveys and the town halls held to inform the dioce-
san Mission Action Plan. 

The name Ignite and its tagline, Faith in the Future, were chosen through a survey shared with a variety of people from across 
our diocese, including licensed lay workers and clergy, diocesan committee volunteers, synod council members, and parishion-
ers. 

“Ignite is a great metaphor,” said one survey respondent. “It’s one we already 
use in everyday speech, like, “Ignites my imagination.” It’s lively, dramatic, and 
punchy. With the tagline of “Faith in the Future,” it’s us in the present with hav-
ing faith in our future, and it’s a look at what faith may look like in the future.” 

Quarterly updates along with Niagara Anglican articles and a dedicated web-
site will provide timely information on the impact parishes, individual volun-
teers, and donors are making through these ministries and programs we as a 
diocese are committed to. Updates will also provide information on ways par-
ishes and individuals can participate in supporting these initiatives, be that 
through their time, skills, finances, or a combination of these. 

Like other Anglican dioceses and federated charities, such as the United Way, having one banner for many ministries and pro-
grams will simplify and improve communications and reporting. It will also prevent confusion and the many different appeals for 
support. 

Through this renewed approach to diocesan stewardship, guided by Gillian Doucet Campbell, Ignite: Faith in the Future will offer 
parishes and parishioners regular updates and an easy way to support the many ways God at work in and through and beyond 
the diocese. 

“To ignite something is to bring together fuel and fire. It’s to create illumination and energy. It speaks of intention – our intention to 
share the Gospel through works of faith in our diocese – to ignite the love of neighbour that we know lives in human hearts and is 
drawn out and blessed by Jesus,” observes Bishop Bell. “Giving to support this initiative is another way to bless the communities 
we are in.” 

To learn more about the many ministries and programs featured through the Ignite 

 or to sign up for the quarterly newsletter please visit ignitefaithniagara.ca. 

 

https://ignitefaithniagara.ca/


 

 

MEMORIAL STONES  

 

We are taking orders for memori-

al stones (3” x 5”) in the Gar-

den.  

 

Order forms are due at the 

end of June. The cost is 

$150 each.  

 

All you need to know is includ-

ed on these pages. Please 

send in your order form with a 

cheque to the church office 

(address on front page).  

 

Wonderful samples can be 

found in the garden already...  

 

 

 



STONE OPTIONS—

colour and symbols: 



Parishioner Input 

From Craig Bradley:  June and her son Craig, along with his children Whitney and 

Vanessa,  have stayed strong  and supportive with all that is going on around us.   June, aka 
mom, has been at the Royal Henley Retirement home for 2 yrs now. Its a beautiful place with 
wonderful people. She welcomes anyone to call her if they would like. 

Craig has been busy working in James Bay in a little town called Moosonee. Over the past 2 
years he has been working on 3 new OPP police stations. Parry Sound , Manitoulin, and 
Moosonee.  

Whitney has passed her provincial exams and is working as a nurse in the ER at St Cathatines 
hospital. She hopes in a good way never to see anyone at the church show up for an emergency 
visit!  

Vanessa has now been in Ottawa with her partner for 3 years. She has been persuing her pas-
sion for photography and continues to support her partner while he finishes his schooling at the 
University of Ottawa.  

 

From Carol Aubin:  I have not been a member of St John's for a long time, but in that short 

period I hope and feel I've made many friends. It is the people who are so dedicated to the church 
that drew me in originally. The rectors at the church have all been exceptional. Unfortunately dur-
ing this pandemic we have lost some  of our congregation. It is unfortunate that we are not able to 
get together to say goodbye, not only for the families sake but ours also as friends. Looking for-
ward to future Christmas Bazaars, yard sales, dances with live entertainment and the ever loved 
coffee hour after church on Sundays. It can't come soon enough. 

 

From Gill Tucker:  Things I miss the most about not having church: 

Running in (usually after the procession) and having to dress in my choir gown at the front of the 
church. 

Checking out Mark's shoes to see what the liturgical colour is. 

Seeing all the familiar and happy faces of the congregation. 

Barb Menno giving us an indigenous history tidbit once in a 
while. 

Being part of the choir. 

Hearing Val make the piano sing. 

Eating goodies at coffee hour. 

Mark's homily (both the content and the humour), especially 
the humour. 

The sincerity and love that Howard shows when he takes 
the service; and the strength and support he gets from Car-
ol. 

Rev Jody accompanying the music with her jambe. (I loved 
it when she was banging around and often told her so). 

I miss the kids and their antics. 

I miss everyone!! 
 



Parishioner Input—continued 

For Faith is Our Constant  
 

In early 2020, the challenge began, 

 A strange unknown virus plagued all the land. 

 

At first it was elsewhere, in lands far away, 

 And then it came closer and led us astray. 

 

While most followed science, some chose not to listen,  

 Confusing instructions and strange theories arisen. 

 

We entered a lockdown that we prayed would end quick,  

 But as time inched on forward, more people got sick. 

 

While most embraced mask use and all washed our hands,  

 Sadly, some did not listen and took up a stand. 

 

And now a year later, we stay in our homes,  

 United by vaccines but still feeling alone. 

 

In all this uncertainty, this challenge and fear,  

 The Lord is all present and holding us near. 

 

For faith is our constant and kindness our guide,  

 And love will endure and all hope at our side. 

 

One day we will meet again, hopefully soon,  

 We will worship in person and belt out a tune. 

 

Each day we stay steady and know God is here,  

 Our community resilient and with guidance we steer. 

 

Toward an inspiring future where love knows no bounds,  

 And together embrace all the dreams that surround!   
 

Written by Karen James – May 2021 



Parishioner Input—continued 

From Noreen & Leighton 

Spicer:  Having been active 

members at St. Johns since 

1970 we have not had to deal 

with what we have been through 

this past year. It has made us 

realize how much our church 

family mean to us and caring for 

each other. Even though the 

pandemic has cancelled many 

activities , a list of things that 

have not been cancelled.: 

Sunshine is not cancelled  

Love is not cancelled  

Relationships are not cancelled  

Reading is not cancelled  

Naps are not cancelled  

Devotion is not cancelled 

Music is not cancelled  

Dancing is not cancelled  

Imagination is not cancelled  

Kindness is not cancelled  

Conversation is not cancelled  

Hope is not cancelled 

 

Looking forward to a bright and active future at St. 
John's when we can all be together as a church 
family again. 



Parishioner Input—continued 

From Carol Anningson:  A Pandemic Reflection 
 

Two introverts with very limited outside face to face contact with anyone outside of the limits of 

their residence makes for a lot of time for reflection. I have found myself reflecting on past times, on 

previous life chapters. Sometimes I have visited those times past by sorting through “stuff” that other 

people might likely have discarded by the point in life in which I find myself. 

 

Among totally unrelated papers I came upon a single sheet of paper that took me back to mid 1990's 

and the Kindergarten classroom in a rural area on the North Shore of New Brunswick, and a class of 

eleven Kindergarten students. One of the highlights of my day was the story time right after return-

ing from recess – a quiet time while listening, and then a discussion time. 

 

There were no set topics for discussion, and the children were 5 & 6 years old. One person in this 

year could already read, and was fascinated with long words and their meanings. This raised the lev-

el of interest among the others, and the enthusiasm for learning to read - and write.  Our discussion 

times were the highlight of my days with the classes, and this group was really interesting. Given 

that there were only 11 students we could all be heard. 

 

On one particular day we were talking about things that you want to do, and things that you need to 

do. It was not a topic that I had raised, and most of our discussions points came from the children's 

interests. So it was not surprising that the topic for the day centred on things we must do to look after 

ourselves and those around us. Most of these discussions ended with something drawn, or a written 

record of what was learned. I was the scribe for their deliberations. This is the result of that day, just 

as dictated by the experts, and I have kept a copy of it in sight as a reminder of how expert young 

people are, especially if you let them instruct you. 

 

...continued on next page... 

 



Parishioner Input—continued 

 
KINDERGARTEN RULES FOR LIFE 

 
Milk your cow every day. 

 

Be careful not to knock your teeth out. 

 

Don't be friendly to other dogs. 

 

Feed your dog. 

 

Feed your kitty. 

 

Feed your rabbit. 

 

Keep your room nice and tidy. 

 

Brush your teeth before you go to school 

and before you go to bed. 

 

Watch out for baby bees in flowers. 

 

Play friendly with your friends at school. 

 

Shut off the radio when you go to bed. 

 

 

 

From Howard Anningson:    Looking forward to the 

return of us all meeting together in the church for worship. 

Thank you to Mark, Karen, Judy, Lil and Val for their ded-

ication each week to lead us  in digital worship. 

 

NOTE:  We now have a Cardinal family in the tree out-

side the office, and a family of Red House Finches and 

Chickadees are in the cedar beside the church. They 

are all enjoying the Font for drinking and bathing. Our 

Robin family is doing well. And a Bunny Rabbit has 

been in our Garden too.  We may need to expand our 

name to St. John the Evangelist Anglican Church and 

Wildlife Sanctuary, or perhaps name the garden the St. 

Frances Wildlife Preserve and Memorial Garden! 





Evolving Faith with Sarah Bessey 
Location: ON 

Date: June 9, 2021 - 7:00pm to 9:00pm 

We live in a time when hope and love are in short supply. 

In fact, hope can feel like a fairytale during these apoca-

lyptic times. So what does it mean to hope in the face of 

evidence to the contrary? 

Join Sarah Bessey on June 9, 2021 (7:00-9:00pm) as she 

takes us on a journey to Emmaus to discover hope that 

takes suffering and grief and injustice, our liberation and 

our joy and our wholeness seriously. 

Sarah is a sought after speaker, podcast guest and co-founder/co-leader of the Evolving Faith Confer-

ence as well as the author of the weekly e-newsletter, Field Notes, and several books, the most recent 

of which is A Rhythm of Prayer. Learn more about Sarah Bessey here.  

Click here to purchase your ticket - $20/individual or $40/household. 

This will be a virtual event held through Zoom; details to be sent to ticket holders within 24 hours of 

the event. 

Continued from the first page… 

Once the green light is given to resuming in person worship and gatherings we would look to hold a 

memorial service for the members of our parish who have died over the past year and half to which we would 

invite family members and our parish community to gather, remember and celebrate lives well lived.   As wor-

ship is the product of a community I would ask that we all give some thought to how we each might best con-

tribute to our Sunday mornings.  There are a multitude of roles for members of the parish to offer your gifts.  

Please consider where you might best fit and let me know your thoughts. 

 

Pentecost is the birthday of the church, for us this year it might well feel more like the resurrection of 

the church!  With increased numbers of people vaccinated we can hope for a reduction in the spread of Covid-

19 and a resumption of more active lives.  This summer may well be the time when we can once again fling 

wide open the doors of St. John’s and celebrate our beautiful faith together.  

 

 

https://www.sarahbessey.com/
https://www.sarahbessey.com/
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/sarah-bessey-evolving-faith-cultivating-hope-and-love-in-the-wilderness-tickets-146622073569

