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  Please find in this e-mail a letter from our Bishop which provides some direction for this 
fall and our reopening for worship and of our building.  Along with that is a handy poster with 
directions on worshipping at St. John’s this fall.  Please take the time to read both of these 
documents so you won’t be surprised when you arrive at church. 
 
 I want to thank Clyde Carruthers for his weekly historical submissions in our newsletter.  
This week is his last one.  Thanks also goes out to Clyde for his work in our cemetery this summer, 
many of the tomb stones haven’t looked so good in years!   
 
 We are still looking for people to volunteer to be “hosts” on Sunday morning. As part of 
our reopening for worship we have to maintain a list of everyone who enters the building so that 
contact tracing can be done.  The new “host” role allows us to have a friendly face at the door and 
to collect the information we need.  Please consider helping out in this role and let Val or myself 
know, thanks!   
 
 As children return to school, we all wonder about just how safe it will be for them and their 
teachers.  My prayers go out to all who are returning to the classroom. 
 

Mark+ 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday Worship 

for the 14
th
 Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 

Call to Worship  
 
Out of a world of cut-throat competition, 
of winners-and-losers, 
and too many left behind 
we come together. 
The world’s ways are not our ways. 
The world’s ways are not Christ’s ways. 
 
Out of a world of hatred, violence, 
individualism, and life-taking power 
we gather as Koinonia, as God’s people. 
God’s ways are inclusive, expansive, 
and life-giving for all peoples. 
 
Come and worship the One whose love knows no limits!  
Swim and splash in the cleansing waters of divine community! 
Resurrect your spirits and souls in worship of the One! 
Praise be to the Everlasting One! 
 

~ written by Tim Graves, and posted on LiturgyBits. 
 https://liturgybits.wordpress.com 

 

 

Collect of the Day 
 

God among us, 

we gather in the name of your Son 

to learn love for one another. 

Turn our feet from evil paths, 

our hands from shameful deeds, 

our minds to your wisdom, 

and our hearts to your grace. Amen. 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Ezekiel Chapter 33, Verse :7-11 

 

So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from my 
mouth, you shall give them warning from me. If I say to the wicked, "O wicked ones, you shall 
surely die," and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die 
in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. But if you warn the wicked to turn 
from their ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but 
you will have saved your life. 
 
Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: "Our transgressions and our sins 
weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?" Say to them, As I live, 
says the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from 
their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of 
Israel? 

 

Psalm 119:33-40 

 

Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, and I will observe it to the end. 
 
Give me understanding, that I may keep your law and observe it with my whole heart. 
 
Lead me in the path of your commandments, for I delight in it. 
 
Turn my heart to your decrees, and not to selfish gain. 
 
Turn my eyes from looking at vanities; give me life in your ways. 
 
Confirm to your servant your promise, which is for those who fear you. 

 

Turn away the disgrace that I dread, for your ordinances are good. 
 
See, I have longed for your precepts; in your righteousness give me life. 
 

Glory be to God our Creator, to Jesus the Christ, 
and to the Holy Spirit who dwells in our midst 

both now and forever.  
Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Romans Chapter 13, Verses:8-14 

 
Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the 
law. The commandments, "You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not 
steal; You shall not covet"; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, "Love your 
neighbor as yourself." Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the 
law. 
 
Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For 
salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. 
Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as 
in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling 
and jealousy. 
 
Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

 

Matthew Chapter 18, Verses:15-20 

 

Jesus said; "If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the 
two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. But if you are not 
listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the 
evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; 
and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a 
tax collector. 
 
Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 
earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything 
you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my 
name, I am there among them." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

A Sermon for the 14
th
 Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Matthew 18:15-20 

 

 For just a minute or two let’s put ourselves in the confessional booth – or at least in that 
sort of frame of mind.   You’re with your friends, maybe it’s over coffee or a bridge game and you 
say you’ll never guess what happened at my Church last week.   And one of your listeners says but 
Church people aren’t supposed to act that way.   
 
 That’s a sentence Jesus simply never would have imagined.  The image that church folk are 
supposed to be perfect is a lie the world tells us to make us feel bad for choosing to go to Church.  
Jesus on the other hand sees the Church this way “If another member of the church sins against you, go and 
point out the fault when the two of you are alone.”   So much for perfection!  
 
 Our lives aren’t perfect. Things go wrong. People fall out. You get angry. You feel let 
down, and misrepresented. Folks get hurt.  None of which is a sign that the Church or Christianity 
is a mistake. It’s a sign that the folks down at the church are real people.  We’re not in the business 
of denying the realities of life.  Something always goes wrong in our lives that’s not news.  The 
business we’re in down here at the Church is the business of what to do after something has gone 
wrong.  We’re here maybe to learn that our very real human weakness is in fact God’s opportunity.  
That is what today’s gospel is all about. 
 
 Jesus is talking about the church and the first thing he says is that sin is going to happen. 
It’s not a surprise, and it’s not the end of the world as we know it.  Stuff is going to go missing 
from the kitchen.  You’re going to leave Church one of these fine fall Sunday mornings and find a 
12 inch scratch on the passenger door of your brand new car.  Someone is going to sit in your pew 
or worse your pew is the one roped off to ensure social distancing! And the list goes on and on.  
Stuff happens this kind of stuff and much worse things happen. 
 
 And when it happens Jesus has some ideas on what we might try.  Don’t try to ignore it, 
because you’ll just build up a whole load of frustration that will simply erupt in the wrong place at 
the wrong time.  Don’t mouth off to someone else about it – you’ll just have to suffer through 
some fool telling you that Church folk are hypocrites anyways. Just say to the person, ‘Can we 
talk?’  And if they say yes, just say your peace, with some grace and gentleness.  The key is in 
knowing that stuff is going to go wrong.  If you’re new here this morning and you want to think 
we’re perfect – I’m sorry to burst you’re bubble – we’re not.   Better you know that now so you 
won’t be devastated later.  Better you know that now, so when life happens you’ll be able to say, 
‘Can we talk?’ 
 
 Jesus, you’ll remember, is in this section of Matthew pleading with his disciples to become 
as humble as little children. He’s reminding them that God longs to bring them back home, like a 
shepherd tirelessly searching for a stray sheep. It’s in this humble, compassionate spirit that we’re 
invited to risk those three little words; ‘Can we talk?’ 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 And think first about how you want the conversation to end.  Not the other person saying, 
‘ Thank you I know realize how totally right you are and how completely wrong I was’ – that’s 
humiliation. That’s preserving the fantasy of your own perpetual correctness – a clear denial of 
God if there ever was one.  Think instead of how you could have a conversation that ended with 
words like ‘I appreciate that, I can see what you’re saying, you know I’ll think about more about 
that…..thank you.’   That’s friendship. And that’s what we’re after down here at the church.  
 
 And since we’re talking about the real world this morning and not some fairy tale existence; 
you may fail.  Your brother might not listen, or worse take offence and blame you, might deny 
there is a problem at all, or worse agree and then do nothing about it.  That’s the point Jesus says 
we’re the situation is bigger than you and your sister or brother. That’s the moment, says, Jesus, it’s 
time to bring in others. These others may end up showing you it was you who was mistaken. Or 
they may help you to persuade your friend.  And if that fails you might need people who don’t 
know any of us.   But here is the critical thing; the whole point is not to win, not to humiliate, but 
to persuade, to move from confrontation to collaboration, to maintain the relationship. 
 
 And if all of that fails Jesus says this person should be treated like a Gentile or a tax 
collector.  Which does not mean never to speak to them again; it simply means more than 
persuasion is needed – they need conversion. And conversion is slow, and it’s God’s business with 
that individual and not ours. 
 
 Think about how much energy we waste by our reluctance to risk three simple words; ‘can 
we talk?’   How many of us got stuffed into the backseat of cars for long hot drives to grandma 
and grandpa’s cause Dad desperately needs to have a face-to-face conversation with one of the two 
of them.  And Mom is there in the front seat knowing right well that she and the backseat crew are 
all being dragged along simply to ensure that the conversation never happens. People sell their 
homes because they can’t face having the conversation they need to have with their next-door 
neighbour. People go to business school because they can’t bear to tell their mother that they really 
long to go to theatre school. People join the army simply because it’s the only way not to have the 
conversation they should have with the father.   
Let’s face it we are a fragile lot we human beings – and none of us are overly brave when it comes 
to three simple little words; ‘can we talk?” 
 
 Jesus knew that, and so he says when he’s finished this little teaching you know; ‘where two or 
three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.’   Same message as God gave Moses last week – I’ll 
be with you.  Some amazing things happen when we let Jesus help us with that little question; ‘can 
we talk?’   Jesus helped the woman whose son had be murdered meet, confront, befriend, and 
finally adopt the boy who murdered her son.   
He makes a man whose wife had an affair seek out and come to love the man he had once cursed 
and hated. He helps people across religious traditions put down their fears and befriend one 
another.  None of that happens overnight – friendship gained often comes along with pain and 
tears. And each depends on one person finding the courage to say, ‘Can we talk?’   



 
 
 
 
 

 Where two or three deeply want to find forgiveness and reconciliation, want to meet God 
in one another and find an extraordinary friend, but cannot find the strength or the courage or the 
words or the way, Jesus says, ‘I am there among them.’ This is what I lived for; this is what I died 
for. This may take years. But this is what I am all about. I am there. 
 

 To get there takes some courage, to get there requires us to drop our expectations that 
everyone be perfect.   We don’t want to say ‘Can we talk?’ because we’re afraid it’s not polite or we 
will lose a friend. But were they such a good friend anyway, if we couldn’t talk to them? We don’t 
want to say ‘Can we talk?’ because we fear we may have totally misunderstood and we’ll find it’s 
actually us who’s sinned against them.  And we’ve not got the humility about us to risk that. We 
don’t risk ‘Can we talk?’ because we don’t want to seem judgmental – but how often do we end up 
complaining to someone else and making it worse rather than sorting it out with the person 
themselves?  We don’t want to say ‘Can we talk?” because grandma told us its wiser to leave it be.  
And we were children then and we didn’t notice, didn’t understand what all those festering wounds 
did inside grandma’s soul, and didn’t see the scrap heap of broken relationships that existed all 
around her.  She was older and it just seemed wiser – but really it was just easier not to risk, ‘Can 
we talk?’  Truth is we don’t want to say ‘Can we talk?’ because we’re frightened. 
 

 So why do we say ‘Can we talk?’  Well because that’s what God says to us. God could have 
turned a blind eye to Adam and Eve in the garden story; God could have badmouthed the people 
of Israel for their stubbornness to anyone who would listen, or kept out of our way, or just been 
coolly civil while everyone pretended life was supposed to be a rose garden. But God didn’t.  
 

 In Abraham, God took us to one side. With Moses, God had a quiet word out back by the 
bushes. Most of all in Jesus God came face-to-face with us, and found words to say uncomfortable 
things, ways to make us see things about ourselves and our world we didn’t want to see and feel.  
But one thing God has never done – God has never humiliated a single one of us – nowhere in the 
scriptures can you find a place where God did that.  God comes to us in yearning humility and in 
compassionate kindness.    
 

 True to form, we got angry, we got defensive, and we even got violent. God knows all 
about the cost of saying, ‘Can we talk?’  The cost was the cross. That’s how much God wanted to 
be reconciled with us, Gentiles and tax-collectors that we are.  Jesus is God saying, ‘Can we talk?’ 
 

 The only issue left hanging in the air this morning is, will we find the grace to respond to 
God’s simple request, ‘Can we talk?’   And can we hear the voice of God inviting us, the loving 
arms of God stretched out to us, every time someone, a friend, neighbour, spouse, sibling, parent, 
even fellow church member says to us, ‘Can we talk?’ – Can we hear that for what it is – an 
invitation to a deeper more profound relationship with God and with one another?   
Maybe if we could – we’d be less fearful, more open and a happier people; and maybe we too 
could summon the courage when needed to also step out in faith and say, ‘Can we talk?’   Amen.   

  
‘Can we talk?’ is an image/question taken from a sermon by  
The Rev’d. Dr. Sam Wells, Duke University Chapel, 2008. 

 



 
 
 
 
 

A Testimony of Faith 

  
Into the silence of the void the Creator spoke,  
and the world came into being.  
The Word of God in the vastness brought light from darkness,  
matter from nothing,  
flesh from dust,  
life from lifelessness. 
 

In the quiet of a small town in Palestine  
the Word of God came to us.  
Even though of one being with the Creator,  
Jesus our Christ, taking on human form, was born,  
lived and walked among us,  
speaking the words of life.  
He was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He rose from the dead and speaks to us today.  
He is the one who saves us from ourselves. 

 

In the stillness of our souls the Spirit of God,  
who is one with the Creator and the Christ,  
whispers the Word,  
and calls us back to the Creator,  
back to the Christ,  
back to the wholeness of everlasting life  
in the unity of the Creator, Christ and Spirit. 
 

~ from Ash Wednesday (Silence) written by Lisa Frenz for  
 Mt. Carmel Evangelical Lutheran Church in Portland, Oregon. 

Copyright © 2007 Lisa Frenz. All Rights Reserved. Used with permission." 
 

 

 

The Prayers of the People 

 

Let us give thanks for the remarkable gifts 
of God’s creating and redeeming love, 
 the loving that casts out all fear. 
 
For the love that frees us to ask questions and explore, 
to frame doubts and investigate new possibilities, 
to build theories and then cross-examine them. 
We thank you, God of adventurous love. 



 
 
 
 
 

For the love that enables us to marvel at our own existence, 
to ponder and remember, 
recognize our own needs 
and affirm our own knowledge and purpose. 
We thank you, God of determined love. 
 
For the love that helps us to communicate with one another, 
to express trust and respect, 
share heartaches and visions, 
to convey love and mercy. 
We thank you, God of reconciling love. 
 
For the love that inspires us to warmly encourage those around us, 
to affirm and build up, comfort and enlighten. 
 
In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the Anglican Church of Southern Africa, The Most 
Revd Thabo Makgoba - Archbishop of Capetown and Primate of Southern Africa; 
 
For our Bishops Linda our Primate, Mark our National Indigenous Archbishop, Anne our 
Metropolitan, and Susan our Bishop;  
 
In the Diocese of Niagara, we pray for St. Paul, Mount Forest, The Reverend Dr. Shirley 
Christian, Rector, and the people of that parish; 
 
For all the clergy and people who share in the ministry of St. John’s. 
 
Today we pray for the following people and their families:  Stephanie Miller, Ray & Donna 
Morningstar, Joe & Pat Mrozek, Jean Mucicko, Vera Muir. 
 
And in our community we give thanks and pray for those who volunteer and offer leadership to 
Child Find. 
 
We remember those who are close to us, for those who are in need of our prayers:  Lucas, 
Maria, Kelly-Lynne, Michelle + Karen, Jan, Aisling, Helen, Bev, Kathy, Adam, Wendy & Gary, 
Maryse, Gary, Cassandra & Max, Shirley, Lee, Mary, Barb, Mylee, Betty, Patti, David, the Guerin 
family the Sorley family, baby Parker, Betty, Margaret, Janice, Pat, Michael, Larry, Liam, and for 
others who we may have forgotten, … 
For your presence, and healing power, we thank you, God of nurturing love. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

For the love that liberates us to celebrate the world around us 
in poetry and song, 
to delight in shapes and colours, intricacies and patterns, 
awesome forces and deep mysteries. 
We thank you God of visionary love. 
 
For the love that encourages us to express something of our faith; 
for creeds and prayers, hymns and readings, 
discussion groups and sermons. 
We thank you, God of creative love. 
 
Above all else we thank you for the love that allows us to admit that we have no words in which to 
adequately describe the process of faith in Christ, the awesome worship of our God, 
and the holy wonder of the Spirit. We thank you for that point where our love becomes wordless 
adoration. Through Christ Jesus, who is the pure glory of your loving. Amen!  
  

~ written by Bruce Prewer and posted on  
Bruce Prewer’s Home Page. http://www.bruceprewer.com/ 

 

A Prayer of Confession 

(inspired by Matthew 16:24-26, Mark 8:31-38) 
 

God, we humble ourselves now in confession: 
We want to be followers of Jesus, 
but we do not always want to follow Jesus. 
We don’t even want to listen 
when the conversation turns toward darkness and death. 
We prefer to indulge ourselves. 
We are eager to put down our crosses. 
We cling tightly to our lives. 
We grasp at worldly rewards. 
Holy and loving God, 
forgive all of our thoughts and actions 
that would protect us from the path of Christ. 

~ written by Joanna Harader, and posted on  
Spacious Faith. http://spaciousfaith.com/ 
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A Lord’s Prayer 

  
Eternal Spirit, Father and Mother of us all,  

Holy is your name. 
 

Let justice and mercy fill all Creation and let us recognize 
that every thought and thing belongs to you. 

 
Feed us with the bread we need for today. 

Forgive our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Stand with us in trial and temptation. 

Free us from the grip of all that is evil. 
 

For you alone are creating our universe, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
— from the Seekers Church, a Christian community  

in the tradition of the Church of the Saviour.   

 

Blessing & Dismissal 

 

Go now as those raised with Christ, 
wondering at God’s great love 
and telling the story of your salvation. 
Be on your guard against all kinds of greed 
and set your minds on the ways of heaven. 
 
And may God reach out to you and nourish you; 
May Christ Jesus renew you in the image of your creator; 
And may the Holy Spirit lead you with cords of kindness and love. 
 
We go in peace to love and serve the Lord, 

 
...In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.seekerschurch.org/liturgies/200501.htm


 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CUTIES! 

 

 
 

The above undated photo was taken from our church’s “150th Anniversary History Booklet,” 
 so, it was likely taken around 1970. 

 
One little guy in the front row is wearing short pants, so it is likely not the winter 

 or early spring time of year. 
 

They all look so well-dressed and well-behaved! 
 

I wonder if there are some of our current parishioners who recognize 
 a few of these Sunday School cuties? 

 

 
 
 

Virtual Coffee Hour  
 

Here is the link join in our coffee hour @ 10:30 a.m. Sunday mornings. 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73230056627?pwd=YVZSS05Yck5CZXRWR2FpN1B0M3RsZz09 

 
Meeting ID: 732 3005 6627    Passcode: St.John 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Happy Birthday ! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Arlene Adamson – Sept 12 

 

 
 

 


