
 
 
 
 

 

 

St. John the Evangelist Church  

3428 Portage Road,  Niagara Falls, Ontario Phone: 905-354-1227 

 

 

Good News  

 

 We received notice from the Bishop that we will be able to resume worship at          
St. John’s starting Sunday September 13, 2020 !  There are a number of steps that we have to 
accomplish before that can happen.  The wardens and I will be meeting this week to go over 
the letter from the Diocese and create our plan to be ready for worship on the 13th of 
September.  Stay tuned !  

Mark+ 

 
 

 

Sunday Worship 

for the 9th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Call to Worship  (inspired by Matthew 11: 28-30) 
 

If you are tired from carrying heavy burdens,  
come to me and I will give you rest.  
Take the yoke I give you.  
Put it on your shoulders and learn from me. 
I am gentle and humble, and you will find rest.  
This yoke is easy to bear, and this burden is light. 

 



 
 
 
 

Christ calls us to come to worship 
To rest from the things that are troubling us 
To learn what Christ can teach of life 
To realise what we can offer to others 
And so to return into the world to serve 
Let us worship God. Amen. 

 

~ posted on the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa, New Zealand. 

http://www.presbyterian.org.nz/ 

 

Collect of the Day 

Glorious God, 

your generosity floods the world with goodness 

and you shower creation with abundance. 

Awaken in us a hunger for food to satisfy both body and heart, 

that in the miracle of being fed 

we may be empowered to feed the hungry in Jesus' name. Amen. 

Isaiah Chapter 55, verses:1-5 

Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy and 

eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.  Why do you spend your 

money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen 

carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 

Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will make with you an 

everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. See, I made him a witness to the 

peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. See, you shall call nations that you do not 

know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of the LORD your God, 

the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you. 

 

Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 

 

The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

 

The LORD is good to all, and his compassion is over all that he has made. 

 

The LORD upholds all who are falling, and raises up all who are bowed down. 

 

The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due season. 

http://www.presbyterian.org.nz/


 
 
 
 

 

You open your hand, satisfying the desire of every living thing. 

 

The LORD is just in all his ways, and kind in all his doings. 

 

The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth. 

 

He fulfills the desire of all who fear him; he also hears their cry, and saves them. 

 

The LORD watches over all who love him, but all the wicked he will destroy. 

 

My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD, and all flesh will bless his holy name forever 

and ever. 

Glory be to God our Maker, to Jesus the Christ 

and to the Holy Spirit who dwells in our midst 
both now and forever.  Amen. 

  

Romans Chapter 9, Verses:1-5 

  

I am speaking the truth in Christ--I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy 

Spirit--I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself 

were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people, my kindred according 

to the flesh. They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, 

the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; to them belong the patriarchs, and 

from them, according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who is over all, God blessed forever. 

Amen. 

 

Matthew Chapter 14, Verses:13-21 

 

Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. 

But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. When he went 

ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. When it 

was evening, the disciples came to him and said, "This is a deserted place, and the hour is 

now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for 

themselves." Jesus said to them, "They need not go away; you give them something to eat." 

They replied, "We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish." And he said, "Bring them 

here to me." 



 
 
 
 

 

Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two 

fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the 

disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And all ate and were filled; and they 

took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. And those who ate were 

about five thousand men, besides women and children. 

 

A Sermon for the 9
th
 Sunday after Pentecost 

“  he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves” 

 These words were chosen carefully by Matthew; they bring to mind one of the central 

mysteries of our faith.  That the bread and wine of the Eucharist are indeed the very body 

and blood of Jesus, symbolic, at the very least, of his presence here and now, in this place.  

After all, if God can turn five loaves and two fish into a meal for five thousand men, besides 

at least that many woman and children, what’s so difficult about becoming present in the 

simple bread and wine of the Eucharist? It may not be the best argument for the real 

presence of Christ in the Eucharist but at the very least Matthew wanted us to make the 

connection between this grand feast on the hillside and the meal that we normally celebrate 

week by week. 

 Our trouble with the Eucharist may be our familiarity with it.  Most of us have come 

to the table for most of our lives; we could be forgiven for assuming that it’s no big deal.  

And yet it may also be true that God intends our participation in this meal to be at least as 

big a deal as what occurred on that hillside when Jesus looked to heaven and blessed and 

broke the loaves. 

 You see, through our participation in this holy feast we are formed into the corporate 

body of Christ in this time and place. Representatives of his love and compassion for this 

world. In the Eucharist we stand on the middle ground between the world we live in and the 

Kingdom in which we Hope; a place where miracles can happen.  

 The Eucharist is many things, but, at its simplest it is a community meal.  A physical 

and visible sign of the kingdom; the single plate and cup on the altar - symbolic of the unity 

within Christ's body.  The altar a table at which we are all welcome; regardless of our age, 

sex, social status, or skin colour.  A meal that forces us to get up from our place and to join 

with others around the table to share in it.  And if we are equal here, at God's table, then 

surely, we are equal away from here in the world.  The Eucharist is about equality amongst 

us all, it is a taste of the Kingdom.  

  But it is about more than simple equality. 



 
 
 
 

 The Eucharist is an act of remembrance.  By it we remember the love and 

compassion of Jesus towards the men and women around him.  We recall the many meals he 

shared with the undesirables of his day. Tax collectors, and sinners like you and I.  The 

thousands who followed him to the hillside of this morning’s Gospel. And we remember his 

promise to one day take his place again with us at God's table.  By this memory, and by our 

participation in the Eucharist, we can know and live with hope for this world and the 

coming Kingdom of God. The memory of Christ at supper with the likes of you and I, 

opens up a vision of new possibilities for our lives.  Miracles can and do happen; we can 

have hope for a new and different future for our world. 

But there is still more. 

 We also recall Christ’s suffering, his blood poured out on the cross for you and I.  

And when we remember Christ's suffering on the Cross do we not also remember the hosts 

of others who have suffered and died. The innocent victims of history,  the children of the 

Holocaust, the killing fields of Cambodia, the women and men of Rwanda, the innocent 

victims of too many terrorist acts to count.  If we allow ourselves to feel the force of this 

accumulated suffering, we must surely be moved to act on behalf those who suffer amongst 

us.  The poor and those who have lost hope, who live here in our community.  The 

remembrance of Christ's suffering can create with in us a new moral imagination, a fresh 

partnership between ourselves and the weak, men and women who have no one else, but 

you or I, to represent them. 

 It is as Jesus said, what you do to the least of these you do for me.  The presence of 

Jesus in the Eucharist, is as real as his presence in the suffering of this world. And by our 

participation in the Eucharist we to - are tied to that suffering. 

 But we can still go deeper into this holy mystery 

 The Eucharist also recalls the sacrifice of Jesus for us. God, through Jesus, acted to 

bring creation and all humanity into fellowship with him.  So bound by our fear, and self-

enclosed by our pride, we cut ourselves off from God.  But, in Jesus, God comes to us 

without power or threat.  Jesus shared in the vulnerability and darkness of human life.  And 

by his life he brought us the gift of God's unreserved compassion and limitless hope.  And 

once again established a communion with humanity and God.  A communion made 

complete on the cross.  And we who would walk the way of the cross with Jesus, can’t help 

but be drawn by the Eucharist into Christ's sacrificial love for this world.  The sacrifice of 

the Eucharist opens up for us the way to communion with God and our neighbours. Even 

in the midst of the brokenness of our lives and of this world we are brought closer to our 

very selves and with each other in the community that gathers around the Eucharistic feast.  

 And yet we can still go deeper. 



 
 
 
 

 There is a clear connection between the earthly body of Jesus, His risen body, and 

His sacramental body.  The only difference is in the manner of His presence.  In the 

Eucharist the presence of Christ, while spiritual, is as real to those gathered as his presence 

was with the disciples.  Christ is not bound by our human notion of time and space.  And so 

whether the community be gathered in a hut in the middle of the poorest slum of South 

America, with only an old door and some broken sticks for an altar, or in the grandest of 

European Cathedrals, Christ's presence turns them both, equally, into the richest, most 

breath-taking, and awe inspiring gatherings.  By the presence of Christ both communities are 

changed.  In the offertory we offer the bread, wine, and our money as symbols of our very 

lives. 

   And all are changed.  

  The presence of Christ with the disciples changed their lives for ever. Simple 

fishermen became Holy Apostles, whose faith has changed our world. And so it follows, that 

our lives are also changed by our participation with Christ in the Eucharist.  

 Our lives are taken up with His.  And by God's action we are brought closer to the 

Kingdom. Closer to the very God who has loved us without reserve, since our birth.  But, to 

celebrate and mark Christ's life changing presence in the Eucharist is not enough. If we are 

prepared to see Jesus in the Eucharist, then we have got to come out from before our Altar 

and walk with Jesus present within us out into our everyday lives.  We cannot claim to 

worship Jesus, here at Church, if we do not help Jesus in the people we meet.  You and I are 

called to look for Jesus in the ragged, the oppressed and in those around us who have lost 

Hope.  We who have been changed by our participation with Christ in His holy meal, are 

called to change our world.  To bring God's kingdom of peace and reconciliation to a world 

tired and beaten by hatred and violence. You see there is nothing else we can do, for there is 

nowhere else to go.  

  In the Eucharist we recognize Jesus as the Holy one of God.  And through the 

mystery that is this holy meal we are made part of Christ's life and mission.  A Holy 

community, sustained by his presence with us in the form of bread and wine.  A community 

formed by God through Christ and the Holy Spirit, to change each other and the world. 

  It is through the Eucharist that we are truly, made into the Church.  It is one of the 

reasons why we share in it every week.  And it is why all baptised Christians are welcome to 

receive at our celebrations.  The Eucharist is Christ's meal and by it we are united into the 

one Body of Christ - regardless of what denomination or tradition we may come from. The 

Eucharist is one of the central mysteries of the Christian church and all that I have said 

today and much, much more is contained with in it.  It is a hard teaching that at times has 

divided the Church. Yet, by faith each of us can begin to understand its mysteries. 



 
 
 
 

   Have faith, and participate in Christ's holy meal, confident in the knowledge that by 

it we are all brought closer to the Love and Compassion that is God.  Remember the hillside 

feast of Matthew’s Gospel, the compassion of Jesus who cured the sick, and then looked to 

heaven, blessed and broke the loaves, and all were fed and filled.  God’s love and 

compassion knows no bounds. Miracles can and do happen all the time; we participate in 

one every Sunday when we gather at Christ’s table.  Christ becomes present, changing the 

bread and wine of the Eucharist so that we might be changed, so that we might change the 

world. Amen.   

A Testimony of Faith 

 
Into the silence of the void the Creator spoke,  
and the world came into being.  
The Word of God in the vastness brought light from darkness,  
matter from nothing,  
flesh from dust,  
life from lifelessness. 
 
In the quiet of a small town in Palestine  
the Word of God came to us.  
Even though of one being with the Creator,  
Jesus our Christ, taking on human form, was born,  
lived and walked among us,  
speaking the words of life.  
He was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He rose from the dead and speaks to us today.  
He is the one who saves us from ourselves. 

 
 

In the stillness of our souls the Spirit of God,  
who is one with the Creator and the Christ,  
whispers the Word,  
and calls us back to the Creator,  
back to the Christ,  
back to the wholeness of everlasting life  
in the unity of the Creator, Christ and Spirit. 

 
~ from Ash Wednesday (Silence) written by Lisa Frenz for  

 Mt. Carmel Evangelical Lutheran Church in Portland, Oregon. 
Copyright © 2007 Lisa Frenz. All Rights Reserved. Used with permission." 

 

 



 
 
 
 

The Prayers of the People 

 

Let us give thanks for the remarkable gifts 
of God’s creating and redeeming love, 
 the loving that casts out all fear. 
 
For the love that frees us to ask questions and explore, 
to frame doubts and investigate new possibilities, 
to build theories and then cross-examine them. 
We thank you, God of adventurous love. 
 
For the love that enables us to marvel at our own existence, 
to ponder and remember, 
recognize our own needs 
and affirm our own knowledge and purpose. 
We thank you, God of determined love. 
 
For the love that helps us to communicate with one another, 
to express trust and respect, 
share heartaches and visions, 
to convey love and mercy. 
We thank you, God of reconciling love. 
 
For the love that inspires us to warmly encourage those around us, 
to affirm and build up, comfort and enlighten. 
 
In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the new Province of Alexandria - created 
from the former Diocese of Egypt with North Africa and the Horn of Africa in the 
Episcopal Church of Jerusalem and the Middle East; 
 
For our Bishops Linda our Primate, Mark our National Indigenous Archbishop, Anne our 
Metropolitan, and Susan our Bishop; 
 
In the Diocese of Niagara, we pray for St. James, Fergus, the Reverend Ann Turner, 
Rector, the Reverend Amy Cousineau, Honorary Assistant, and the people of that parish;  
 
For all the clergy and people who share in the ministry of St. John’s. 
 
Today we pray for the following people and their families:  Sue Lamb, Ken & Jacky 
Lankin, Peter & Cindy Lanni, Joan Lanyon, Jessie Lapp. 
 
And in our community we give thanks and pray for those who volunteer and offer 
leadership to Meals on Wheels. 



 
 
 
 

 
We remember those who are close to us, for those who are in need of our prayers: Lucas, 
Maria, Kelly-Lynne, Michelle + Karen, Jan, Aisling, Helen, Bev, Kathy, Adam, Wendy & 
Gary, Maryse, Gary, Cassandra & Max, Shirley, Lee, Mary, Barb, Mylee, Betty, Patti, David, 
the Guerin family the Sorley family, baby Parker, Betty, Margaret, Janice, Pat, Michael, Liam, 
Larry, and for others who need our prayers, … 
 
We thank you, God of nurturing love. 
 
For the love that liberates us to celebrate the world around us 
in poetry and song, 
to delight in shapes and colours, intricacies and patterns, 
awesome forces and deep mysteries. 
We thank you God of visionary love. 
 
For the love that encourages us to express something of our faith; 
for creeds and prayers, hymns and readings, 
discussion groups and sermons. 
We thank you, God of creative love. 
 
Above all else we thank you for the love that allows us to admit 
that we have no words in which to adequately describe 
the process of faith in Christ, the awesome worship of our God, 
and the holy wonder of the Spirit. 
We thank you for that point where  our love becomes wordless adoration. 
Through Christ Jesus, who is the pure glory of your loving. Amen!  
 

~ written by Bruce Prewer and posted on  
Bruce Prewer’s Home Page. http://www.bruceprewer.com/ 
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A Lord’s Prayer 

 
Jesus Prayer 

(inspired by Matthew 6: 9-13) 
 

Eternal Spirit, Father and Mother of us all, 
Holy is your name. 

 
Let justice and mercy fill all Creation 

and let us recognize 
that every thought and thing belongs to you. 

 
Feed us with the bread we need for today. 

Forgive our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Stand with us in trial and temptation. 

Free us from the grip of all that is evil. 
 

For you alone are creating our universe, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
— from the Seekers Church, a Christian community  

in the tradition of the Church of the Saviour.   

Blessing & Dismissal 

 
Go now as those raised with Christ, 
wondering at God’s great love 
and telling the story of your salvation. 
Be on your guard against all kinds of greed 
and set your minds on the ways of heaven. 
 
And may God reach out to you and nourish you; 
May Christ Jesus renew you in the image of your creator; 
And may the Holy Spirit lead you with cords of kindness and love. 
 
We go in peace to love and serve the Lord, 
...In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.seekerschurch.org/liturgies/200501.htm


 
 
 
 

Who was Lieutenant Andrew Rorback (1773-1843) ? 

 

a St. John the Evangelist Anglican Church (Stamford) 

 

200
th
 Anniversary Historical Moment 

 
 

There is an individual buried in our church cemetery that left his mark on his country and 
his Stamford community. His name was Andrew Rorback. 

 
Looking at his headstone, you would likely be disappointed because the inscription is 

practically worn away from years of erosion.  
 

 
 

If you were able to see the headstone inscription, here is what it would look like: 
 

Sacred to the/ Memory of/ Andrew Rorback/ native of the State of New Jersey/ who 
resided at/ Upper Canada for upward/ of 10 years & was/ Leut. Col. Of the 2nd line/ who 

died in Stamford/ August 17, 1843 in/ the 70 year of his age 
 

Andrew immigrated to Upper Canada from New Jersey, U.S.A. in 1796. After arriving in 
Stamford he built the Whirlpool House (also known as the Oswald House) along the 

Portage Road, so named for the whirlpool located to the southeast of the house. There he 
kept a store and conducted a saddlery business and later it became one of the best known 

inns on the historic Portage Road, known as Rorback's Tavern. It was a popular resting place 
for travellers as well as a gathering place for social events and meetings. 

 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 

After operating the Whirlpool House (Rorback’s Tavern) for a few years at 3011 Portage 
Road, Andrew Rorback decided, in 1810, to build a home for himself and his family right 

across the street from his place of business. This particular home is still there at 3000 
Portage Road and is known by several names, including the Church Residence and the 

Munson Church House.  
 

 

 
 

Three years later, the British and the Americans were at war. During this time, Andrew 
Rorback served in the British military as an adjutant of the second Regiment of the Lincoln 

Militia from 1813 to 1814. Years later, he commanded the regiment with the rank of 
Lieutenant Colonel from 1837 to 1838 during the Rebellions of 1837-1838. 

 
Andrew Rorback and his wife, Matilda most certainly attended services at our church from 
its beginning in the early 1820’s while living in this beautiful home. He died in 1843 but his 

Matilda continued to live there until 1857 when she sold the home to a man named 
 Munson Church. 



 
 
 
 

 
Also, after his death in 1843, the Whirlpool House was sold to a man named James Oswald. 

 
So, as mentioned, the inscription on Andrew Rorback’s headstone in our church’s cemetery 

cannot be read and tells nothing about him. Not much of a memorial to his life. 
 

But his military service and the two of the dwellings he built in the 1800’s are still standing 
and for those who know their stories, act as fitting memorials to 

 Andrew Rorback’s life in our community. 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 

Here is the link join in our coffee hour @ 10:30 a.m. Sunday mornings.  
 

https://us04web.zoom.us/meeting/upcvdOmoqz0sGNNLm9bz426NkcnCmFQ_WHFX/i
cs?icsToken=98tyKu6rrDgqGtGTthuAR7YqAIjCc_TwmCFdjY1zsBK8AToHMFXYPeFM

Eb9ZIefn 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73230056627?pwd=YVZSS05Yck5CZXRWR2FpN1B0M3Rs

Zz09 
 

Meeting ID: 732 3005 6627 
Passcode: St.John 


