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MARK’S MESSAGE  

Br. Curtis Almquist of The Society of St. John the Evangelist wrote this 

when talking about reconciliation: “In our relationship with God we are always re-

sponding. God is wooing us, luring us, loving us into a more beloved relationship. 

How God will break through to us will oftentimes be through something that is 

broken within us. Our break will be God’s “break,” God’s breakthrough, God’s 

point of entry into our lives.” 

Our new Governor General, Mary Simon in her first speech as GG, re-

marked that she was horrified at the discoveries of children buried in unmarked 

graves at former Residential Schools, but encouraged Canadians to keep looking 

and confront their past head on. 

“Embracing this truth makes us stronger as a nation, unites Canadian socie-

ty and teaches our kids that we must always do our best especially when it is hard,” 

she said. “My view is that reconciliation is a way of life and requires work every day. 

Reconciliation is getting to know one another.” 

As people of faith we might conclude that this time in our life has present-

ed God with an amazing opportunity to break through and enter into our lives.  

Slowed down by Covid-19 safety measures, confronted with our national sins, we’ve 

had time to ponder our lives and where God might be wooing us.  As we return to 

something that looks a bit more ‘normal’ at St. John’s I wonder how God might be 

wooing us as a community?   

I read recently that the experience so far in the United States is that church 

attendance is down 20% post lock downs in many places.  A sobering statistic 

should it come true for us. The author spoke hopefully about the church using this 

time to refocus on what is important in our life together and find our way out of 

this time more healthy and vibrant.                         ….continued on the last page... 
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Fall Readings 
 
 

Sept 5 — PENTECOST 15 
Proverbs 22: 1-2, 8-, 22-23 

Psalm 125 
James 2:1-10, (11-13), 14-17  

Mark 7:24-37  

 

Sept 12 — PENTECOST 
16 

Proverbs 1:20-33  
Psalm 19 

James 3:1-12  
Mark 8:27-38  

 

Sept 19 —PENTECOST 17 
Proverbs 31:10-31  

Psalm 1 

James 3:13 - 4:3, 7-8a  

Mark 9:30-37  

 

Sept 26 —PENTECOST 18 
Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22  

Psalm 124 
James 5:13-20  
Mark 9:38-50  

 

Oct 3 —PENTECOST 19 
Job 1:1, 2:1-10  

Psalm 26 
Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12  

Mark 10:2-16  

 
Oct 10—BAPTISM & HAR-

VEST THANKSGIVING 
Joel 2:21-27  
Psalm 126 

1 Timothy 2:1-7  
Matthew 6:25-33  

Continued… 
 
 

Oct 17 — PENTECOST 21 
Job 38:1-7, (34-41)  

Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35c  
Hebrews 5:1-10  
Mark 10:35-45  

 

Oct 24 — PENTECOST 22 
Job 42:1-6, 10-17  

Psalm 34:1-8, (19-22)  

Hebrews 7:23-28  

Mark 10:46-52  

 

Oct 31 —ALL SAINTS/

ALL SOULS 
Wisdom of Solomon 3:1-9  

Psalm 24 

Revelation 21:1-6a  

John 11:32-44  

 

Nov 7—PENTECOST 24 
Ruth 3: 1-5, 4:13-17 

Psalm 127 
Hebrews 9: 24-28 

Mark 12: 38-44 
 

Nov 14—

REMEMBRANCE DAY 
Wisdom of Solomon 6: 12-16 

Psalm 70 

1 Thess 4: 13-18 

Matt 25: 1-13 

 

Nov 21—REIGN OF CHRIST 
2 Samuel 23:1-7 

Psalm 132:1-12, (13-18)  
Revelation 1:4b-8  

John 18:33-37   
 

 

Nov. 28 is the First Sunday  

of Advent  
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Church Finances 

 

We are happy to report that as we come to the end of  August we are up to date on all of  our 

bills and have not yet had to use our overdraft!  The investments continue to provide us with an 

excellent return and at present the balance of  each fund is: 

 

  Endowment Fund  $ 106,850.98 

  Rectory Fund             170,338.02 

   Total      $ 277,189.00 

 

Our commitment is to always maintain $100,000.00 in the endowment fund and we are re-

quired by Provincial Law to maintain $152,159 in the rectory fund, although in an emergency 

we can, with the approval of  the Diocese “borrow” from this principal amount.  As you can see 

we are well above both of  these baseline amounts at the present time.   

We have a couple of  challenges upcoming.  Our annual insurance bill will arrive early in the 

new year and we will need at least $15,000.00 to pay this.  And at some point in the fall the as-

sistance we receive from the Federal Government to make our payroll will come to an end.  At 

present we average about $1,200.00 per month in government grant.   

Your financial commitment to St. John’s has certainly helped us weather the storm of           

Covid-19. Our hope is that as we return to a more normal pattern of  worship, are able to hold 

our Christmas Bazaar (even if  only a virtual one)  and with your continued support we will be 

able to continue meeting our financial commitments.  

Thank you for all that you do to support our mission and ministry here at St. John’s !   



 



VIRTUAL BAZAAR – DEC 2021 

After a successful virtual bazaar last year, and the fact that our world is still in “COVID mode”, we 

have decided to do our 2nd annual virtual bazaar this year.  We will need everyone's help to 

make this a success again!!   

We plan on selling the gift baskets as usual, as well as offering some of the preserves/canning 

and knitted stockings. 

Due to issues with people not socializing in their usual circles yet, and therefore perhaps not be-

ing able to sell tickets as usual, we have decided to forego the main basket raffle again this 

yearItems that will be needed are as follows:   

-homemade canning/preserves/pickles 

-frozen homemade pies, meals, chili, meat pies  

-baked goods that can be frozen 

-any sewing/knitting will be gratefully accepted for donation to Project Share through our annual 

Advent Giving Tree program 

-items for the gift baskets -ideas for these include themed baskets such as spa, Christmas, baby/

kids, movie night, art supplies, baking, adult crafts, girl's night out, etc.  

Our plan is to have people call the church office during specified times on Dec 1, 2 and 3 to place 

their orders, and on Dec 4, we will schedule a contactless pick up with cash only pay-

ments.    More details on this will follow. 

For now, our hope is that everyone will start thinking about how they can help, and start bringing 

in items on Sundays from now till Nov 21.  These items can be given to any of the wardens pre-

sent on Sundays.  This will allow us a few weeks to put the baskets together, and to photograph 

all items for sale, which will be posted on the internet so buyers can make their choices.   Empty 

baskets are now available for use. 

Any questions or concerns can be directed to Stacey Allegro at 905-708-3114.    

Thanks to you all in advance, and please pray that our second virtual bazaar is our last!!   We all 

hope to be back to "business as usual" by next year at this time!!   

Take care,  Stacey 



Gift Basket Ideas for the Virtual Christmas Bazaar 

Candy Bouquets, Gourmet, Baking (cupcake), Happy Hour, Italian 

(pasta), Snack, Just Add Water (pool party), Wine & Chocolate, 

Summer Fun, Ice Cream (Family Sundae kit), Spot of Tea, Crock 

Pot, Rainy Day, BBQ Grill, Camping, Craft Day, Woodworking, 

Garden, Cigar, Games Day, Yoga, Picnic, Martini, Margarita, Col-

our Theme (purple spa, gold entertaining), Fitness, Poker Night, 

Super Bowl Night, Grey Cup Night, Tim Hortons, Starbucks, Pizza 

Night, Scratch Ticket Bouquet, Breakfast In Bed, Car Wash Buck-

et, Christmas Special, Wine & (anything), Spa,, Beer & Snacks, 

Fill An Umbrella Basket, Lollipop Tree, Man-cave Survival Bucket, 

Gal-cave Perfection, Grandkids Rescue Basket,…  It seems the ideas are endless!! 

Bazaar Volunteers Needed 

For the next stage, we need volunteers for the following days and roles.  Please 
note that all COVID-19 restrictions currently in place will need to be followed:  

Please note tPlease email back your choice of volunteer role, or call the Church 

Office (905-354-1227) to volunteer by or before Sunday, Nov. 28 at 11am. 

Note:   We predict Bazaar items will go online for viewing on our website 
www.stjohnsniagarafalls.ca  Sun. Nov. 28 at 3pm.  A link to the Bazaar 
website will be posted on Facebook.  

DATE TIME DUTIES 

  

Wed, Dec. 1 10am-
1pm 

Take phone-in orders (on the fax line 905-354-1767) and 
write them on the order forms. This activity will take place 
in the kitchen. 

Thurs, Dec. 2 10am-
1pm 

Take phone-in orders (on the fax line 905-354-1767) and 
write them on the order forms.Tthis activity will take place 
in the kitchen 

Fri, Dec. 3 10am-
1pm 

Take phone-in orders (on the fax line 905-354-1767) and 
write them on the order forms. This activity will take place 
in the kitchen 

3-6pm Move items sold from various rooms to the back of the 
church. 

Sat, Dec. 4 
PICKUP DAY 

9am-1pm Parking traffic controller  (All pickups will be from the south/
large parking lot.) 

9am-1pm Deliver orders to car trunks from the back of the church, 
and collect cash money envelopes to turn in. 

http://www.stjohnsmiagarafalls.ca/






Parishioner Input 

From Eleanor Frost:  It is my sad duty to let every-
one know that our “2

nd
 Tuesday Breakfast Club 

Team” has disbanded. 

Three of us had stepped back at the outset of the 
pandemic for health reasons, and Liz and Bill Byn-
kosky and their friends Lynda and Barb have been 
doing a fantastic job, with the support of John and 
Duncan, of feeding MANY people once a month. 

However, the time has come for them to step back 
also, and everyone respects their decision. 

Duncan (who also runs the whole program) is putting 
a new team together. This will not be easy, and if anyone has ever considered 
volunteering at the Breakfast Service, now would be a great time to do so. 

We at St. Johns can continue to support the program through things like cere-
al and peanut butter drives. Money is helpful also – and of course, prayers.  

Please also note that earlier Eleanor put out an appeal for red jam (they dis-
like marmalade) to support the Breakfast Club.  We are collecting jams in the 
Church and through the office. 

 

From Barb Menno:   Barb is willing to arrange getting more “ Every Child 
Matters” t-shirts to wear in recog-
nition of Orange Shirt Day (Sept. 
30) and the devastating history 
of Residential Schools in our 
Country.  This year Sept. 30 will 
be a new Federal Statutory Holi-
day: “National Day for Truth and 
Reconciliation” 

Barbara needs to know if there is 
an interest in placing an order this year.  Many people have already bought 
their t-shirts other years (similar to the one in this image).  Join us in raising 
awareness of the need to come together in the spirit of truth, justice, reconcili-
ation and hope. 



  

Two New Services to our Community This Fall 

 

We have arranged with Niag-

ara Region’s Mobile Dental 

Clinic to offer free dental ser-

vices in the North Niagara 

Falls Region via their RV Unit 

on our parking lot.  This is 

provided to our Community (for 17-years of age and younger) on 2 days this 

October, with another 4 days in 2022 before next summer.   

Further information can be found at https://www.niagararegion.ca/living/

health_wellness/dental/mobile-dental-free.aspx.  Bookings will be done through 

the website, not through the parish office.   

Thanks to our 4 volunteers who offered to help monitor the building these days: 

Judy, Leah, Verna, & Eleanor!   

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

 

As usual, we will have polling 

stations  here for the Federal 

Election on Monday, Sept. 

20.   

 

In addition (and something new this year), we will be open for Advance Polls 

Friday through Monday, September 10-13.  

https://www.niagararegion.ca/living/health_wellness/dental/mobile-dental-free.aspx
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Continued from the first page… 

I think there is a hint from our new Governor General, “Reconciliation is getting to know one 

another.”  We’ve had lots of time on our own over the past months to get to know ourselves better – 

as restrictions are lifted and as we can gather again – maybe we should strive to get to know one an-

other better.  

The wider church speaks to us all the time about evangelism and mission.  My conviction is 

that both arise from our knowing each other. We invite our friends to events, and gatherings that oth-

er friends attend.  And so maybe friendship and hospitality are our best paths forward? 

We have a wonderful resource in our physical building, as we’re able to gather in greater free-

dom, lets find opportunities to get to know one another and deepen our friendships.  It might be the 

one thing we can do to make the world a better place.    

Rev. Mark      


