
 

May 28, 2020 
 
Dear Friends,  
 

    Happy Pentecost!  This Sunday is one of the 
big 3 holy days in the church calendar.  Only 
Easter and Christmas would be more important.  
We celebrate this day as the birth of the church, 
so happy birthday folks we’re better than 2000 
years old!   
 
     It is easy to become overly concerned about 
the present moment in our world, but, when 
you’ve been around as long as we have the long 
view is a gift we can offer the world.  This present 
time will pass, it may take longer that we would 
like, but it will pass.  Normal will likely be 
different but we will adapt.  The church will 
survive we may look different, meet differently, 
but the faith in a God who is with us, who 
inspires and guides us, who constantly reminds us 
of our worth, and who will welcome us home one 
day will not change.   
 
    One of the great gifts we have is memory, we 
all I suspect have good memories of Pentecost 
Sunday at St. John’s and at the parishes we grew 
up and have attended before we found our way 
into this community.  Good memories of a good 
faith.   
 
Soon enough we will make new memories 
together at St. John’s, not as soon as I’d like but 
soon enough.  And for that I am thankful this 
day. 

Mark + 

 
 

 

    St. John the Evangelist Church 
 3428 Portage Road, Niagara Falls, Ontario  

L2J 2K4         Phone: 905-354-1227 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Mark Gladding is inviting you to a scheduled 
Zoom meeting. 

 
Topic: Coffee Hour after the Bishop 

Time: May 31, 2020 10:30 AM  
       

Join Zoom Meeting 
 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/72627282466?pwd=
UGp0YmNMZzZUNGlnamI1R0E3UVQ2dz09 

 
Meeting ID: 726 2728 2466 

 
Password: St.John 

 
Looking forward to “seeing” you Sunday !  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

A St. John the Evangelist  

200
th
 Anniversary Historic Photos 

 
 

 
 
This historic postcard shows our church as it 
looked in the early 1900’s. The white fence really 
pulls the image’s elements together and the parasol 
being held by a lady in a long, white dress standing 
back to back with another woman, also in white, 
gives the photo a summertime feel. There appears 
to be no busy Portage Road running in front of 
this church. Maybe this couple are waiting for their 
ride after attending a church service? Note the title 
along the top of the photo uses the word’ 
Episcopal.”  
 

 
 
This photo was taken around 1933. It shows our 
church along with our church hall and our church 
rectory. The white fence is still there as it was in 
the photo above. However, Portage Road now 
runs directly in front of the church property. 
 

 
 
This is St. John’s Church as it appeared on 
Sunday, October 7, 1945 on its 120th anniversary 
when the Lt. Governor of Ontario, Albert 
Matthews, his wife and official party attended 
services. To the right of the photo it looks like a 
chauffeur waiting for some important people to 
exit the church. The ivy growing on the church’s 
exterior and the trees make the church look so 
welcoming. 
 

 
 

Pentecost Call to Worship 

 
One:    The Day of Pentecost is here!   

God's children have gathered in Spirit: 
All:       We are transformed into God's family  
             by God's Spirit joining with ours. 
One:    Come, Spirit of adoption,  

and open our hearts to our sisters and 
brothers: 

All:       Come, Holy Spirit! 
One:     Come, Spirit of peace,  
             and calm our trembling hearts: 
All:       Come, Holy Spirit! 
One:    Come, Breath of God,  
             and overturn our conventional lives: 
All:       Come, Holy Spirit! 
 

— Thom Shuman on his  
Lectionary Liturgies blog.   

 

http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/2010/05/day-of-pentecost-c.html
http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/


 

 

 

The Collect for Pentecost Sunday 

 

Perplexing, Pentecostal God, 
you infuse us with your Spirit, 
urging us to vision and dream. 
May the gift of your presence 
find voice in our lives, 
that our babbling may be transformed into 
discernment and the flickering of many tongues 
light an unquenchable fire of compassion and 
justice. Amen. 
 

Acts of the Apostles Chapter Two 

Verses 1-21 

 
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were 
all together in one place. And suddenly from 
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a 
violent wind, and it filled the entire house where 
they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, 
appeared among them, and a tongue rested on 
each of them. All of them were filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, 
as the Spirit gave them ability. 
 
Now there were devout Jews from every nation 
under heaven living in Jerusalem. 
 
And at this sound the crowd gathered and was 
bewildered, because each one heard them 
speaking in the native language of each. Amazed 
and astonished, they asked, "Are not all these 
who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that 
we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 
Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of 

Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts 
of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from 
Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and 
Arabs--in our own languages we hear them 
speaking about God's deeds of power." All were 
amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, 
"What does this mean?" But others sneered and 
said, "They are filled with new wine." 
 
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his 
voice and addressed them, "Men of Judea and all 
who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, 
and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not 
drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock 
in the morning. No, this is what was spoken 
through the prophet Joel: 'In the last days it will 
be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit 
upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy, and your young men shall see 
visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. 
Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in 
those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall 
prophesy. And I will show portents in the heaven 
above and signs on the earth below, blood, and 
fire, and smoky mist. The sun shall be turned to 
darkness and the moon to blood, before the 
coming of the Lord's great and glorious day. 
Then everyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord shall be saved.' 

 

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 

 
O LORD, how manifold are your works! In 
wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full 
of your creatures. 
 
Yonder is the sea, great and wide, creeping things 
innumerable are there, living things both small 
and great. 
 
 
There go the ships, and Leviathan that you 
formed to sport in it. 
 
These all look to you to give them their food in 
due season; 
 
 



when you give to them, they gather it up; when 
you open your hand, they are filled with good 
things. 
 
When you hide your face, they are dismayed; 
when you take away their breath, they die and 
return to their dust. 
 
When you send forth your spirit, they are created; 
and you renew the face of the ground. 
 
 
 
May the glory of the LORD endure forever; may 
the LORD rejoice in his works-- 
 
who looks on the earth and it trembles, who 
touches the mountains and they smoke. 
 
I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; I will 
sing praise to my God while I have being. 
 
May my meditation be pleasing to him, for I 
rejoice in the LORD. 
 
Bless the LORD, O my soul. Praise the LORD! 
 

Glory be to God our Maker, to Jesus the Christ and to 
the Holy Spirit who dwells in our midst both now and 

forever. Amen.  
 
 

 Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians 

Chapter 12 Verses 3b-13 

 
No one can say "Jesus is Lord" except by the 
Holy Spirit. Now there are varieties of gifts, but 
the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, 
but the same Lord; and there are varieties of 
activities, but it is the same God who activates all 
of them in everyone. To each is given the 
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 
To one is given through the Spirit the utterance 
of wisdom, and to another the utterance of 
knowledge according to the same Spirit, 
 
to another faith by the same Spirit, to another 
gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the 
working of miracles, to another prophecy, to 

another the discernment of spirits, to another 
various kinds of tongues, to another the 
interpretation of tongues. 
 
All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, 
who allots to each one individually just as the 
Spirit chooses. For just as the body is one and has 
many members, and all the members of the body, 
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 
For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into 
one body--Jews or Greeks, slaves or free--and we 
were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

 

The Gospel of John Chapter 20 

Verses:19-23 

 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of 
the week, and the doors of the house where the 
disciples had met were locked for fear of the 
Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
"Peace be with you." After he said this, he 
showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 
Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As 
the Father has sent me, so I send you." 
 

 

 
 
When he had said this, he breathed on them and 
said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if 
you retain the sins of any, they are retained." 

 

 

 



A Sermon for Pentecost Sunday 

 
Acts 2:1-21 

 
Pentecost is one of the few times when we stop 
to consider the Holy Spirit.  Most of us are glad 
of that – we’re no so sure of what to make of it 
really.  What we see on the television doesn’t help 
matters at all.  And while we’re maybe not sure of 
what to make of the Holy Spirit – we’re darn sure 
we’re not interested in the American TV 
evangelist presentation.  Lucky for us, Luke in the 
Book of Acts, gives us a rather compelling 
account of the Holy Spirit. 
 
 There is something going on here in Acts. 
Sounds, “like the rush of a violent wind,”  divided 
tongues, “ as of fire.”  Notice how he wrote that, 
not wind but “like wind,” not tongues but “as 
of.”  This isn’t literal history; and Luke doesn’t 
have words to express the event in it’s fullness. 
How many times has that happened when you’ve 
tried to tell of an event and you just couldn’t find 
the right words to express how you felt 
adequately ?   
 

Acts chapter two, takes us by surprise 
really; the manner of the Spirit’s arrival and the 
universal nature of the Spirit’s work are not what 
we would have expected. This is an exuberant 
account of the Church’s beginning. And we’re 
portrayed as a joyful, generous community of 
praise and goodwill towards all people. The 
extent to which we fail in generosity and joy may 
account for much of present troubles in the 
church. 
 
 Acts chapter two is a formation story for 
us down at the church. The Spirit comes, people 
are stirred up, the questions come and one stands 
up to speak. And this may be the real surprise in 
this reading – it is Peter who stands. The same 
Peter who betrayed Jesus three times; Peter who 
only “followed at a distance,” and who spoke the 
terrible words, “Woman, I do not know him.”  
We left him weeping in the courtyard, a disciple 
tested and found wanting. And yet, Peter is here 
and is the first to lift up his voice and proclaim 
openly the Word that only a few weeks before he 

could not speak, even to a serving girl at 
midnight.  How many disgraced politicians do we 
welcome back into office? Or in our circle of 
friends, how many who have abandoned us in our 
time of need, do we then welcome back into our 
affections again? I suspect not many.  
 
 But here is Peter, by the work of the Spirit 
– forgiven, redeemed and restored to his place as 
first among equals. That is no light or trivial detail 
to be overlooked. You might say that Peter’s 
restoration is proof that the Holy Spirit brings 
forgiveness, reconciliation and new beginnings to 
life.  Peter’s restoration, is surely, an indication of 
the kind of community we’re called to be.  
Forgiveness isn’t optional in the church – we 
have been called to be known as a place where 
people might experience forgiveness, a home 
where folks might start again.  That many in our 
world consider the church to be just the opposite 
sort of place is truly a shameful thing.   
 
 There is another surprise waiting for us in 
this reading.  The outbreak of languages spoken 
and more importantly heard.  Tom Long, a 
preacher of some note, has pointed out that this 
Pentecost gathering is not only a diverse ethnic 
gathering – Medes, Persians, Elamites, 
Cappadocians, and the rest – but it is also a 
historically impossible gathering.  Those Medes 
where there that Pentecost would have had a 
tough time getting to Jerusalem, not because they 
would have had to travel a couple of hundred 
miles, but because they would have had to travel a 
few hundred years as well. You see the Medes had 
been extinct, long gone from the face of the 
earth, for at least two centuries.  And those 
Elamites are mentioned in the Old Testament, 
but never again, they to were lost to the past.  
What we have here is a gathering of people not 
only from north, south, east and west, but also 
from the living and the dead. 
 
 Tom Long says of Acts chapter two that 
Luke is sayings something like this to us;  
“You should have been there with us that 
Pentecost Sunday. We had a huge number of 
visitors for the service. Some were all the way 
from Alberta. There were people from Halifax 



and Thunder Bay, not to mention a whole van 
load of Assyrians, a couple of Babylonians, and a 
nice little Inca couple who asked about having 
their baby baptized.  
 
 This is, clearly, not literal history.  What 
Luke is saying to us is that when God’s Spirit was 
poured out at Pentecost it was poured out not 
just on a few lucky folks who happened to be 
there – but to people of every place and time, 
past, present and future.  In short, we were all 
there!  That day at Pentecost, it was as if all our 
past, the ancestors whom we lovingly remember 
as well as the ones we’d like to forget, the events 
from history that we commemorate with 
monuments as well as the ones we try to forget – 
everything was caught up, brought back, 
remembered, blessed, and redeemed by the Spirit.  
 
 Now that might not seem like much, but it 
is.  You see we in the Church have been given the 
freedom, the capacity, to remember truthfully.  
The Church, just like all of us, has made lots of 
mistakes – residential schools being one of our 
most recent blunders – we’ve been led by some 
less than wonderful people. Yet, in the light of 
Pentecost, we can ask when wasn’t that so?  
There is Peter present at square one of the 
Christian Church’s history. And the rest of the 
Apostles whose faith we believe we still hold, they 
weren’t much higher on the social pecking order 
than garbage collectors are in our day.  And not 
one of them, or their host of shortcomings, 
prevented God from working, being present, and 
birthing a Church.  An imperfect institution to be 
sure, but the Church is not without a list of 
accomplishments longer than any of us have a life 
time to contemplate.   
 
 And nothing has changed in God’s dealing 
with the Church.  The Holy Spirit is still present, 
at work in the lives of God’s imperfect people.  
We offer the Spirit to the world in  Baptism, 
Eucharist, and the other lesser sacraments of 
marriage, confession, confirmation, ordination, 
and in anointing the sick.  The individuals 
involved may be flawed human beings loaded 
with shortcomings – but their state simply does 
not matter – because God has chosen to be 

present with such and through such folks since 
day one – since Pentecost. The surprising reality 
of Pentecost may be that the Spirit has chosen to 
work through the likes of you and me.  
 
 And there is another surprise waiting for 
us in Luke’s account of Pentecost.  Like it or not 
we have been influenced by the Television brand 
of Christianity that comes at us as we flip 
channels.  We live in a time when folks seem to 
have bought into the false notion that the Holy 
Spirit is some exotic phenomenon of an interior 
and purely individual significance.   Luke will 
have none of it. 
 
 In this account of Pentecost and the Holy 
Spirit the actions are anything but interior and 
private. Everything is by wind and fire, loud 
talking, buzzing, confusion and public debate. 
This is no a private event.  Remember, Luke 
already told us, we were all there!  And so the 
privatization of the Christian faith is not 
something that we ought to embrace, in fact we 
should be active against that deformation of the 
Apostolic faith that we hold.  Luke went to great 
pains to let us in on the secret of Pentecost – we 
were all there – rich and poor, sons, daughters, 
old and young, people of every ethnic origin that 
Luke could think of.  And that’s how the church 
should always be – a community in which all find 
welcome regardless of the worlds’ present 
prejudices – and that to might be a surprise to 
many.  
 
 Pentecost Sunday is day on which to be 
reminded of the work of the Spirit in our midst, 
the original grace that birthed the Church.  We 
celebrate a present and future reality as well as a 
past event, because if Luke is right, Pentecost is 
timeless.  The Church was born this day to be a 
place of reconciliation, a home for the disgraced - 
like St. Peter, a place of welcome for the lowest 
pegs of society – like the Apostles whose faith we 
still hold. The outpouring of God’s grace was and 
is without reserve, an act of supreme generosity – 
and having been called into Christ’s church – 
we’re to be no less generous – with our time our 
talent and yes even our money!  
 



 God set the bar pretty high with 
Pentecost.  To be the Church has never been 
easy.  But then, nothing worth gaining in life ever 
comes easy.  The world dies hard in us, but the 
Spirit can and will overcome the world if we will 
only allow it room to grow within us and this 
community of St. John’s.   By the Grace of the 
Holy Spirit we can truly continue to be God’s 
generous, gracious, forgiven and forgiving people. 
Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People: Pentecost 

 
Come, Holy Spirit, Ever living and ever loving 
God, We praise you for your loving presence with 
us. 
 
Come, Holy Spirit, take and transform our 
societies— that broken people find healing;  
that lonely people find love;  that bitter people 
find peace;  that fearful people find hope. 
 
We remember those who are close to us, for 
those who are ill:  Lucas, Maria, Kelly-Lynne, 
Michelle + Karen, Jan, Aisling, Helen, Bev, 
Kathy, Adam, Wendy & Gary, Maryse, Gary, 
Cassandra & Max, Shirley, Lee, Mary, Barb, 
Mylee, Betty, Patti, David, the Guerin family, the 
Sorley family, baby Parker, Betty, Margaret, 
Janice, Pat, and for others who need our prayers. 
Come, Holy Spirit,  
take our world’s leaders and governments and 
bring renewal— 
that communication can be open;  
that relationships between hostile people and 
hostile nations will evaporate;  
that a hunger for justice addresses the hunger for 
food felt by so many. 
 
Come, Holy Spirit,  
fill your church—  
that our worship will be ever more pleasing to 
you; 
that prayers will change our minds  
instead of trying to get you to change yours;  
that our lives will make a real difference to real 
people in the real world. 
 

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the 
Anglican Church of Melanesia, The Most Revd 
Leonard Dawea - Archbishop of the Anglican 
Church of Melanesia and Bishop of Temotu; 
 
For our Bishops Linda our Primate, Mark our 
National Indigenous Archbishop, Anne our 
Metropolitan, and Susan our Bishop; 
 
In the Diocese of Niagara, we pray for St. John, 
Ridgemount, The Reverend Daniel Bennett, 
Rector and the people of that parish. 
 
For all the clergy and people who share in the 
ministry of St. John’s.  
 
Today we pray for the following people and 
their families: Robert & Cheryl Evans, Elaine 
Farr, Maryse Fisher, Deborah & Dennis Franco, 
Brian & Amanda Fretz.  
 
And in our community we give thanks and pray 
for those who volunteer and offer leadership to 
Bethany Boys Club. 
 
Come, Holy Spirit,  
fill our lives with your presence— 
so that more and more every day,  
all that we do and say and hope 
will be an act of worship to you and an 
expression of love to others, 
to the glory of your name.  Amen. 
 

— from the Baptist Union of Great Britain 
 website. http://www.baptist.org.uk/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.baptist.org.uk/


A Blessing 

 
May you trust in God’s promises: 
peace,  
security,  
blessing 
even when they are difficult to believe. 
 
May you know that God’s news is good news, 
nourishing 
true 
even when people tell you it is not. 
 
And when you encounter doubt, 
may you return to the community of faith and let 
the divine presence in our midst strengthen your 
belief guiding you in God’s perfect wisdom and 
counsel.  
 
Amen.  
 

 
 

 

 
 

Congratulations to Carldavid Onofrio on 
completing his Masters of Divinity Degree, we 

join in with his mom and dad, Joan and Carl who 
are overjoyed that he has completed this journey. 

  

 

 
 

good memories… 
 
 

 
 
 

You can drop your donation off a the church at 
the front office door any day of the week.  One 
of the Warden’s, Rev. Mark or Val is there every 
day to empty the mail box so that donations are 
not lost. 
 
You can go to the Diocese of Niagara website 
and donate on line to St. John’s. 
 
You can request a Pre Authorized giving form 
and your donation can we withdrawn from your 
bank on a monthly basis. 
 

Thank you for being a Good Steward of St. John’s! 


