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Rev. Mark’s Message   

Dear Friends,  

 Advent can at times feel like a season out of place.  The church want’s us to celebrate new 

years; but we all know and feel that the year is winding down, new years isn’t until January 

and really I’m already tired of listening to Christmas carols in the stores.  Doesn’t leave 

much room for the season of Advent does it! 

We’re also at the point in the year when there is a chance of actually meeting the budget we 

set for ourselves way back in February; which is exciting news really.  And on top of that 

thanks to the generosity of many in the parish we have paid back over $40,000.00 to our 

Rectory Fund.  This wonderful achievement sets us up to continue our monthly draw from 

our investments of $1,000.00 without having to use any principal and in most years the in-

terest earned on our investments will be more than we’re drawing out so that our invest-

ments will have a chance to grow and keep up with inflation. Being good stewards is central 

to our mission as a community of faith. 

Your gifts to the church make it possible for us to provide and create a safe place and wel-

come to all people – on Sundays and during the week.  

Your gifts enable us to provide excellent liturgy and music Sunday by Sunday. Your money 

pays my stipend and Val Clarke’s.  Your money pays Bill Cowan’s wages so that our building 

is safe and clean.  Your stewardship of your finances allows us to employ Jody so that our 

nursery is professionally staffed.  Your gifts support the ministry of the Diocese of Niagara 

and the Anglican Church of Canada.  

And at this time of the year your Wardens and I wonder will the budget balance?  We think 

it’s very close this year and if you are generous with your gifts to St. John’s in December we 

might just make it.  As with most years finances are not easy at the church and maybe they 

never should be easy as we should always be looking to do that one more thing that enhanc-

es our ministry.   
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DATES TO REMEMBER (& looking ahead) 

   (For Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services, see the poster included here) 

    

   2020: 

   Annual Vestry Meeting        Sunday    Jan. 26 

    

   Games Night  with potluck       Saturday   Feb. 8 

   Shrove/Pancake Tuesdays       Tuesday   Feb. 25 

   Ash Wednesday          Wednesday  Feb. 26 

    

   Blessing of the Golf Bags (close to April Fools Day)  

                   Sunday    March 28 

    

   EASTER             Sunday    April 12 

    

   Visit of Bishop Susan Bell to celebrate 

        our 200th Anniversary       Sunday    May 24 

   

All annual Reports 

are due into the office 

by December 31st. 

These are required by each 

group, ministry, and event that 

uses our building. 



 

The winner of our Christmas Basket at the November     

Christmas Bazaar was  

Gus Bradley ! 
Congratulations, Gus! 

 

Advent Giving Tree 

Beginning on Advent I, Sunday, December 

2 we will begin collecting new, unwrapped 

items under our Advent Giving Tree.   

December 1: Warmth  - hats, mittens, 

socks, scarves, blankets, pajamas.  

December 8:  Personal Products  -  

soaps, toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant, 

shampoo, conditioner, razors, feminine hy-

giene products, diapers  & wipes etc. 

December 15:  Toys & books for girls 

and boys of all ages. 

December 22:  Food – non-perishable items such as pasta, canned fruit & vegetables, 

peanut butter, canned meats & fish,   and items that come in small packages such as 

granola bars, cheese & cracker packets, juice boxes,  beef jerky, etc. 

All donations will be donated to Project SHARE, the Soup Truck, the Niagara Falls 

YWCA, Bethlehem Housing & Support Services, and Night Light Youth Shelter, among 

others.   



Mark’s message—continued 

Money, it has been said, is simply the mechanism we use to trans-

fer energy, passion and ability from our hearts and lives into the 

work of the Church. The challenge of Advent is to enter fully into 

the new life of Christ in his children and adults at work for the 

coming kingdom of God at St. John’s.   

As we enter this new season of the church year and our thoughts 

wander from this past year to what awaits us in the year to come 

let me say thank you for all that you do to support the ministry of 

this parish and my ministry amongst you.  And as we celebrate the 

themes of Advent my wish is that we will all get caught up in the 

bold hope and faithful trust in God that marked the lives of those 

around Jesus whom we encounter once again in the Gospels, Sun-

day by Sunday this Advent season. 

In peace, 

Mark+  

 

 

 

 

After-

noon 

colours 

in the 

church 

DECEMBER 

Readings (Year A) 

December 1—ADVENT 1 

Isaiah 2: 1-5 

Psalm 122 

Romans 13: 11-14 

Matthew 24: 36-44 

 

December 8—ADVENT 2 

Isaiah 11: 1-10 

Psalm 72: 1-7, 18-19 

Romans 15: 4-13 

Matthew 3: 1-12 

 

December 15—ADVENT 3 

Isaiah 35: 1-10 

(as psalm) Luke 1: 46b-55 

James 5: 7-10 

Matthew 11: 2-11 

 

December 22—ADVENT 4 

Isaiah 7: 10-16 

Psalm 80: 1-7, 17-19 

Romans 1: 1-7 

Matthew 1: 18-25 

 

December 29— NEW YEAR 

Isaiah 63: 7-9 

Psalm 148 

Hebrews 2: 10-18 

Matthew 2: 13-23 



CHRISTMAS AT THE BREAKFAST CLUB – by Eleanor Frost 
 

Many thanks to everyone who donated cereal to the Breakfast Club. It 
is being put to very good use. 

This year we will again be filling stockings to hand out at breakfast on 
Christmas morning. To this end there will be a donation jar at the back 
of the church beginning November 24

th
.  This will be the sixth year that 

we have done this little outreach. I have purchased twenty-four thermal 
sox and will fill them with whatever I  can buy with what is collected. 

The inspiration for this project came from a guest who came for breakfast on December 
14, 2013 with cold wet feet(he had been outside all night). The grati-
tude and relief he expressed when provided with a pair of thermal 
socks,(I always have a pair in my trunk)made us think that pairs of 
socks would make good Christmas gifts. This idea quickly went to 
Socks –with-goodies –and-necessities in them, and so it has gone 
for five years.  Janet Veale, the co-ordinator of the Breakfast Pro-
gram is always impressed with the support that St. Johns gives this 
outreach.   

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

For over 60 years, THE PRIMATE’S WORLD RELIEF AND DEVELOPMENT 

FUND has responded to emergencies, worked with partners to build commu-

nities, helped refugees and striven for global justice. A truly just, healthy, and 

peaceful world. 

As you decide on gift-giving this year, please keep in mind the work of PWRDF.  If 

you are looking for ethical gifts to enhance the world (with the absolute minimum 

overhead), check out  https://pwrdf.org/get-involved/shop-pwrdfs-world-of-gifts/  (or 

just search for PWRDF).   

Many choices have matching funds, which increases the value of your contri-

bution! (For example, a goat at a $30 cost to you becomes $210 with matching 

funds!)  You can find categories such as clean water & sanitation, climate change, 

end hunger, better health for all, indigenous communities, and a lot more, with pric-

es ranging from $30 to $3000 (with 20 options below $100).  Make a real difference 

https://pwrdf.org/get-involved/shop-pwrdfs-world-of-gifts/


MEMORIAL FLOWERS AND 

THE SANCTUARY LAMP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are lot of opportunities to 

remember loved ones and spe-

cial occasions with flowers and 

the lighting of the Sanctuary 

Lamp. 

Suggested donations for Me-

morial Flowers in the Sanctuary 

are as follows: 

Carnations  $45 

Mixed Bouquets  $55 

Roses (2 dozen)  $110 

These prices include delivery 

and taxes. 

 

 

 

If you would like the  Sanctuary 

Lamp lit in memory of a loved 

one, please call the office to 

arrange this.  There is a small 

donation of $10 for this remem-

brance. 

 

USED STAMPS WANTED 

We have a person in place who is connected with a 

Quaker organization that sells the  used stamps, and 

then uses the proceeds to help women in 3
rd

 world 

countries receive micro-loans to start businesses.  

Last year they were able to raise thousands of dollars 

to support these women.   

Please collect your used stamps, and bring them into 

the office.  Every bit helps!  

Christmas  

Memorial Flowers 

Envelopes are available in 

the Church for you to make a 

special donation for Christ-

mas memorial flowers.  Just include a cheque or 

cash in the envelope, and fill in the information on 

the front of the envelope. 

 

A special list of these 

names will be added 

to the Christmas Eve 

bulletins. 





 

Monthly at St. John’s:      

 (O = outreach, I = in-house) 

NOTE:  Some groups do not meet over the summer.  Check with leaders. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

O-The Widows Support Group: meets on the last Fr iday of each month at 1:30-3:30 pm.  For more info 

please  contact: Eleanor Frost 905-356-1992.  

I-Wednesday Mid-Week Church & Book Study:  Beginning Sept. 18 2019, meets for  7pm worship in the 

Chapel, followed by a Book Club.  Led by our Priest-In-Charge. 

I- Confirmation Classes:  meet for  a season at a time agreeable for  par ticipants.  See the Rector  or  the office 

for details. 

O-Alanon Family Group: This group no longer  meets at St. John’s.  For  more information con-

tact :Michelle at 905-295-8339, or Robert at 905-357-2388. 

O– Narcotics Anonymous:  This group meets Sunday evenings in the Russell Room at 7pm. For  more infor -

mation contact Lori at 905-325-1981, or Rose at 905-371-2093. 

O-Alzheimer’s Society of Niagara—Brain Wave Café: meets on the fir st and third Wednesday of each 

month in the Russell Room from 1:30-3 pm.  This group is for people diagnosed with Alzheimer’s Disease or oth-

er Dementias.  Contact Nancy Rushford 905-687-3914 x526  OR Barb Summers: 905-687-6856, ext. 538. 

O-Ballroom Dancing: Monday & Wednesday evenings from 5-10 pm in the church hall.  Only $7/person.  Pri-

vate lessons available on Thursday mornings from 10 am to 12 p.m.  Contact: Maurice Edgerton 905-357-0442. 

O-Connie’s Line Dancing:   Runs April through December.   Line Dancing classes are held in the church hall on 

Wednesdays from 1:30-3 pm and on Thursdays from 6:30-8:00 pm. Contact: Connie Fretz 905-892-6450.  

O-Healthy, Safe & Strong Exercise Class for Seniors:  Meets in St. John’s Church Hall on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays from  1-2 pm.  All are welcome to attend.  Contact:  Naomi O’Brien (905) 984-6900 (ext 3866). 

I-St. John’s Choir: The Choir  practices on Thursdays at 7 pm in the Church. Call the church office to join.  

I-Drum Circle—meets Fridays in the Gym from 7-9 pm. All are welcome. Contact Ann-Marie: 905-329-7926 

O– Therapeutic Touch: This group meets on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month, in the Russell 

Room.  From Nov-March (i.e., through the winter) they meet from 1-3pm (and sometimes in warmer months from 

7 pm).  Contact: Cindy Nilsen at 905-227-1118 for more info. 

O—MS Society—  This group meets on the 3rd Tuesday evening of the month in the Gym.  Occasionally they 

have supper meetings or events.  They do not meet in the summer.  Contact Mo B.: 905-357-9057 for more info 

and exact timing of next meeting. 

O-VON Foot Care Care Clinic— On Thursdays in the Russell Room (except for 3rd Thursdays of the month).  

For an appointment call 905-641-0630. 


